
THE HAYNER PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT 

TRUSTEE MEETING MINUTES 

APRIL 23, 2026 

 

MULTIPURPOSE ROOM 

132 ALTON SQUARE MALL 

ALTON, IL  62002 

 

1. Opening of Meeting 

 

A. Call to Order 

 

Mr. Kevin Botterbush, President, presided and called the meeting to order at  

5:30 p.m. 

 

            B.  Determination of a Quorum 

 

   Members Present: 
 

   Mr. Kevin Botterbush   President 

   Mr. Peter Tassinari   Vice President   

   Mrs. Amber Sims   Secretary 

   Mr. David Cousley   Treasurer 

   Mr. Kerry Miller   Trustee 

   Mr. Edmund Morrissey  Trustee  

   Mrs. Christy Schaper   Trustee 

     

    

   Others Present: 

 

   Mrs. Mary Cordes   Executive Director – THPLD 

   Ms. Sue Hardin   CFO; Asst. Dir. of HR – THPLD 

       

   

 C. Recognition of Visitors to the Meeting 
 

 There were no visitors in attendance.    

   

D. Approval of Agenda and Requested Changes to Consent Items 
 

A motion was made by Mr. Miller, seconded by Mrs. Sims, to approve the agenda.  

There were no changes to the consent items. 
 

A roll call vote was taken: 
 

                                                       Botterbush  Yes 

                                                       Cousley  Yes 

                                                       Miller   Yes 

Morrissey  Yes 

Schaper  Yes 



Sims   Yes 

Tassinari  Yes 
 

                Motion carried. 

 

 2.      Open Forum 
 

         Mr. Botterbush acknowledged that no “Request to be Heard” forms had been   

         submitted.   

 

3.     Approval of Consent Items 
 

     A motion was made by Mr. Miller, seconded by Mr. Cousley, to approve the consent    

                    items as follows:  
  

A. Minutes of the regular meeting conducted on February 26, 2026; 
B. Bill lists for the periods ending February 13, 2026, and February 27, 2026, 

payable on the same dates;  
C. Bill Lists for the periods ending March 13, 2026 and March 27, 2026;     
D. Financial Statements for months ending February 28, 2026 and March 31, 

2026; 
E. Minutes of the Finance and Insurance Committee meeting conducted on April 

10, 2026. 
   

A roll call vote was taken: 
 

Botterbush  Yes 

Cousley  Yes 

Miller   Yes 

Morrissey  Yes 

Schaper  Yes 

Sims   Yes 

Tassinari  Yes 
 

Motion carried. 
 

 

            4.     Committees 
 

A. Building & Equipment 

No meeting; no report 
 

     B.  Finance & Insurance 

The committee met on April 10, 2026 to review proposals for employee 

health insurance coverage. The committee will make a recommendation to 

the Board as the next agenda item.  
 

    C.  Long Range Plan 

          No meeting; no report 
 

    D.  Personnel 

 No meeting; no report. 

  



Ivy Lyons, reporter for The Telegraph, arrived at 5:35 p.m. 

 

5.  Insurance  
 

A motion was made by Mr. Cousley, seconded by Mr. Miller, to approve renewing 

the employee Blue Cross / Blue Shield health insurance plan for FY 2027, as 

recommended by the Finance and Insurance committee. The motion includes a 1% 

increase in employee contributions, which brings the employee contribution to 11% 

of the policy cost. 

 
A roll call vote was taken: 

 

Botterbush  Yes 

Cousley  Yes 

Miller   Yes 

Morrissey  Yes 

Schaper  Yes 

Sims   Yes 

Tassinari  Yes 
 

Motion carried. 

 

  Mr. Botterbush welcomed Ivy Lyons to the meeting. 

 
 

6.   Director’s Report 
 
In addition to the written report previously submitted by Mrs. Cordes, the following 
topics were discussed: 

• Mrs. Cordes received the final Request for Qualifications language from our 
attorney. This will be published in The Telegraph on May 1, with a deadline 
of 5:00 p.m. on Friday, May 15.   

• The exterior of the Friends of Hayner Library building is being painted and 
refreshed and will be completed in time for the historic marker dedication 
on May 9.  

• There will be a dedication of the new library historic marker at 10:00 a.m. 
on Saturday, May 9, 2026.  This will be held in the Jennie D. Hayner Park 
at the corner of State and 4th Streets in Alton. 

 
 
7. General Discussion 
 

Mr. Botterbush outlined a proposal provided by Hull Property Group for an 

alternative library location inside the mall. General consensus is that this is not an 

option the Board wishes to pursue. Mrs. Cordes reminded Board members to 

complete their Sexual Harassment Prevention Training and their Statements of 

Economic Interest. She also discussed iLEAD trustee training, which is available to 

all trustees through the Illinois Heartland Library System (IHLS). 

 
 

  8.     Adjournment 
 

      There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:54 p.m. 



 

 

 

 Approved by THPLD Board action on ___________________________.   

 

 

 ____________________________________  

Amber Sims, Secretary  

 

 


