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September is National Library Card Sign-Up Month!
September is National Library Card Sign-Up Month, and it is the perfect time to get your 
very own library card or remind family and friends to sign up! A library card opens the door 
to endless possibilities—accessing books, e-books, audiobooks, online resources, movies, 
music, and much more.
At Hayner Library, we believe that everyone should have access to the tools that promote and 
inspire learning, creativity, and community, and your library card is your key to all of this! 
Why Sign Up for a Library Card? 
• Free access to resources: borrow books, magazines, movies, audiobooks, digital resources 
(e-books, digital magazines, streaming movies, and audiobooks), and explore our Library of 
Things, all for free! 
• Educational opportunities: from engaging book clubs and story times, to learning new 
skills, our educational programs and events are designed for all ages. 
• Online databases and learning: use your library card to explore a wide range of research 
databases at no cost. 
• Community: be part of a community that values learning, exploration, and discovery 
through library programs, events, and resources. 
How to Sign Up
Signing up for a library card is quick, easy, and free! Just stop by any Hayner Library location, 
fill out a simple registration form, and you will be ready to start using your card right away. 
 • Adult patrons must be residents of The Hayner Public Library District and must reside at 
a permanent residence within the District. Patrons are eligible for a three-year library card. 
• To obtain a library card, patrons must present a current photo ID with a current address 
listed. If the address on the ID is not current, patrons must also present a second form of 
documentation with the current address (example: a recent utility bill). Age eighteen and older. 
• Juvenile resident library cards require a parent or legal guardian to meet the standards 
listed above for an adult resident library card and must sign an authorization statement on 
their child’s registration form. The child must be present for the library card to be issued (but 
not renewed). 
• Patrons with outstanding fines from other Illinois Heartland Library System libraries who 
are now eligible for Hayner Library cards must pay their fines and fees from other libraries 
before obtaining a Hayner Library card. 
• Patrons who wish to renew their Hayner Library cards may do so as long as their Hayner 
Library fines and fees are less than $5.00. 
Celebrate with Us
To make this September even more exciting, everyone who signs up for or renews their 
library card in September will receive a free library card holder!



Get Outside! A Survey of Alton Area Parks Past and Present 
Get Outside! A Survey of Alton Area Parks Past and Present is an eighty-eight-page hardcover book offering one, 
two, and four-page photographic spreads with basic information and a brief history of the parks in active use in 
2026, located in Alton, Godfrey, and Foster Township, Illinois. We celebrated the book’s publication with a signing on  
May 23, 2026, in the Jennie D. Hayner Park.
Get Outside! is a collaborative project of the Alton High School Graphic Design Club, Reneé B. Johnson, and The 
Hayner Public Library District Genealogy & Local History Library. The Alton High School Graphic Design Club 
students made up the creative team, graphic communications teacher Lexa Browning-Needham served as project 
supervisor, and Reneé B. Johnson researched and wrote the book.  This is the third such project, following Alton ABC, 
a rhyming picture book published in 2019, and Color Me Alton: Seasons, a multigenerational coloring book published 
in 2022. 
All three publications are available at the Hayner Genealogy & Local History Library, 401 State Street, Alton. Check 
out the Hayner website for more details!

Art for All with Little Free Art Libraries
Last summer, Hayner Library partnered with Jacoby Arts Center and Lewis & Clark Community College’s YouthBuild 
to install five Little Free Art Libraries throughout Alton! Each Little Free Art Library was carefully hand-built and 
weatherproofed by YouthBuild students and painted by community members in collaboration with Jacoby Arts Center. 
They are stocked regularly with art books, art supplies, craft kits, and other artsy materials, all free to take and create 
with.
To provide free access to art, we need support from you! If your art supply stash is overflowing, you have an abundance 
of art books and craft magazines, or you’d just like to share your art with the community, please consider donating 
to a Little Free Art Library. The best way to donate is to drop your materials directly in a Little Free Art Library, but 
you may also drop off materials at Jacoby Arts Center during regular business hours. If you are donating art supplies 
that will melt or degrade in hot weather (glue, paint, etc.), we ask that you donate to one of our indoor Little Free Art 
Libraries. 
You can find a Little Free Art Library at the following locations:
The Boys and Girls Club of Alton (2512 Amelia Street, Alton, IL – outdoors)
Milton Schoolhouse (1320 Milton Road, Alton, IL – indoors)
Jacoby Arts Center (208 State Street, Alton, IL – outdoors)
Alton City Hall (101 E. 3rd Street, Alton, IL – indoors)
Olin Park (at the corner of State Street and Grand Avenue, Alton, IL – outdoors)

Supplies for Summer Fine Amnesty Program 
July 1 – July 31
Do you have Hayner Library materials that got lost under the couch or in the back seat of your car? Supplies for Summer 
is an excellent opportunity to return those items to the library and avoid the accrued fines. Hayner Library’s fine 
amnesty program, Supplies for Summer, will take place from July 1 through July 31. During this period, patrons with 
overdue Hayner Library items can pay their fine with personal hygiene products such as soap, shampoo, toothpaste, 
deodorant, toothbrushes, hand lotion, etc. Library materials must be returned at the same time you donate the personal 
hygiene products. We ask that you bring at least one unopened and unexpired product for each overdue library item. 
This program applies only to overdue Hayner Library materials. The library will donate the personal hygiene products 
to the Crisis Food Center and the Alton School District. Supplies for Summer is a great way to support community 
organizations, and it is also an excellent opportunity to return “lost” materials to the library so that other patrons can 
check them out. Thank you for your support!



Illinois Libraries Present
The Hayner Public Library District has partnered with Illinois Libraries Present to bring you exciting, high-profile, 
virtual events featuring bestselling authors and nationally-recognized presenters. These events are completely online, 
so you can attend from the comfort of your own home – or wherever you’d like!
Here’s a sneak peak of this season’s lineup:
Thursday, September 17, 2026 – Karen Hao
Tuesday, October 20, 2026 – Geoffrey Baer
Thursday, November 12, 2026 – Dr. Eve L. Ewing
Tuesday, January 19, 2027 – Sasheer Zamata
Thursday, February 18, 2027 – David Grann
Tuesday, March 16, 2027 – Megha Majumdar
Tuesday, April 13, 2027 – Ocean Vuong
Tuesday, May 11, 2027 – Angela Davis
Note: Event times, full program titles, and registration information will be added to our website’s Events Calendar as 
soon as this information is announced to us. Information may be subject to change. Registration is required to attend 
these virtual events.
These events are made possible by Illinois Libraries Present, a statewide collaboration among public libraries offering 
premier events. Illinois Libraries Present is funded in part by a grant awarded by the Illinois State Library, a Department 
of the Office for the Secretary of State, using funds provided by the U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services, 
under the provisions of the Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA).

Branching Out 2026 Genealogy Classes
Genealogy & Local History Library

Thursdays, July 9 and 16; August 13 and 20; September 10 and 17, 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

On the second Thursday of each month, library staff presents a discussion of a genealogy research topic. On the third 
Thursday, we gather around the fireplace, and each of us gets a chance to share family stories, photos, and projects. We 
learn from each other and have some laughs too!
Branching Out classes and discussion group meetings will continue throughout 2026 on the second and third Thursdays 
of each month.
Just getting started with genealogy and not sure if these classes are right for you? Call or email the Genealogy and Local 
History Library to schedule an individual appointment. We will review your information and help you determine what 
to do next. Call (618) 462-0677, ext. 2892, or email genealogy@haynerlibrary.org.

Thursday, July 9, 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. – Vital Records: From the Church to the Courthouse
Thursday, July 16, 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. – Discussion Group

Thursday, August 13, 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. – Where They Lived: Property Research
Thursday, August 20, 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. – Discussion Group

Thursday, September 10, 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. – A New Home: Immigration and Naturalization
Thursday, September 17, 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. – Discussion Group



 
  
 
 

New at the Genealogy & Local History Library

An Address Delivered by Frank H. Jones Before the Chicago Historical Society at the 
Celebration of the 100th Anniversary of the Birth of General Ulysses S. Grant (1922). IR 973.82092 
JON

Africa in Egypt: The History of Locust Grove, Illinois by Kimberly France (2024).  
IR 305.8960730773 FRA 

African American Genealogy: Tips for Studying Black Ancestors and History compiled by Sunny 
Jane Morton and Diane Haddad (2026). IR 929.108996073 AFR

The Art Collection of Robert Hovey compiled by Vance Stutz. IR 759.13 HOV

Born of Perseverance: The Remarkable True Story of Philip Meisenheimer by Vance Stutz (2026). 
IR 929.2 MEISENHEIMER

Calhoun County, Illinois, est. 1825: Pictorial History edited by Charles A. Francis (2012). IR LOCKED 
CASES 977.3853 CAL

Cultivating Growth: The Alton Food Innovation Hub by AltonWorks (2025). IR 353.770977386 ALT

Duck Lake: A Riverfront Settlement Located Outside the Alton City Limits, Southeast of Illinois 
Glass Company compiled by The Hayner Public Library District Genealogy & Local History Library (2026).  
IR 977.386 DUC 

Every Family Has a Story…Welcome to Ours by Hilda Fry (2026). IR 929.2 MANLEY bk. 1 and bk. 2 

Hayner Public Library [Vertical File] compiled by The Hayner Public Library District Genealogy & Local 
History Library (2026). IR VERTICAL FILE HAYNER LIBRARY

History of Jefferson County, Illinois by William Henry Perrin (1970 reprint). IR 977.3793 PER

Macoupin County [Vertical File] compiled by The Hayner Public Library District Genealogy & Local 
History Library (2026). IR VERTICAL FILE MACOUPIN COUNTY

Moving Day: Houses and Buildings That Were Moved in the Alton Area, 1891-2005 compiled by 
The Hayner Public Library District Genealogy & Local History Library (2026). IR 977.386 MOV

OnIzed Auxiliary Cook Book compiled by employees of Owens Illinois Glass Company (1956). IR 641.5 ONI

The Other Senator from Illinois: An Analysis of the Senatorial Speaking of Lyman Trumbull  
by Richard Allan Hunsaker (1969). IR 973.6 HUN

The Pearl Handled Revolver by Robert A. Pierce (2026). IR 364.1552 PIE

Spill Prevention Control & Countermeasure Plan: Owens-Illinois, Inc. Glass Container Division 
Plant 07 (1980). IR 666.1 FIT

Stutz: A Family Chronicle by Vance Stutz (2025). IR 929.2 STUTZ

The Tragic Era: The Revolution After Lincoln by Charles G. Bowers (1929). IR 973.8 BOW

Two Voices, One Goal: Chasing D1 by Gerald Proctor and Kiyoko Proctor (2025). IR 796.323092 PRO



New &
Forthcoming

Books

Fiction —

Andrews, Donna.  Probable 
Caws: A Meg Langslow Mystery 
Barclay, Linwood.  Not a Word 
Bardugo, Leigh.  Dead Beat 
(Ninth House) 
Bohjalian, Chris.  The Amateur 
Brennan, Allison.  I’ll Be 
Watching You (Angelhart 
Investigations)
Cameron, Marc.  Backtrack 
Castillo, Linda.  A Dark Path: 
And Other Kate Burkholder Short 
Stories  
Cleeves, Ann.  The Dying Light 
(Matthew Venn) 
Coble, Colleen.  Conspiracy 
Constantine, Liv.  Promise Me 
Never 
Deaver, Jeffery.  Deceptions 
Durst, Sarah Beth.  Sea of 
Charms: A Spellshop Novel 
Feehan, Christine.  Frost and 
Venom 
Feehan, Christine.  Twisted 
Road (Torpedo Ink) 
Flynn, Vince.  Double Tap: A 
Mitch Rapp Novel by Don Bentley 
Foley, Lucy.  Murder at the 
Grand Alpine Hotel: The New 
Miss Marple 
Gardner, Lisa.  You’ll Be Sorry 
Gerritsen, Tess.  The Shadow 
Friends: A Thriller (Martini Club) 
Giffin, Emily.  Love You More: 
A Novel 
Graham, Heather.  These 
Ancient Bones 
Green, John.  Hollywood, 
Ending  
Grisham, John.  The French 
Illusion 
Harmel, Kristin.  Meet Me in 
Paris 
Hilderbrand, Elin.  The 
Thoroughbreds (Academy #2) 

Hoffman, Alice.  The Witches of 
Cambridge  
King, Laurie R.  Those Who Are 
Gone (Raquel Laing) 
Koryta, Michael.  Die Famous 
Krueger, William Kent.  God’s 
Country (Cork O’Connor) 
Lapena, Shari.  Getting Away 
with Murder 
Lauren, Christina.  The 
Romance Revival 
Lawhon, Ariel.  The Pirate 
Queen: A Novel 
Lee, Min Jin.  American 
Hagwon 
Mackintosh, Clare.  It’s Not 
What You Think 
Maehrer, Hannah Nicole.  
Adversary to the Villain (Assistant 
and the Villain) 
Maguire, Gregory.  Galinda 
Mandel, Emily St. John.  Exit 
Party   
Mason, Daniel.  Country People: 
A Novel  
McAllister, Gillian.  That Night 
McCall Smith, Alexander.  
The Big Cats Dance Party (No. 1 
Ladies’ Detective Agency) 
McCall Smith, Alexander.  The 
Subtle Pleasures of Indiscretion 
(Isabel Dalhousie) 
McFadden, Freida.  Brain 
Damage 
Michaels, Fern.  The Boat House 
Michaels, Fern.  A Season of 
Secrets   
Moriarty, Liane.  Big Little 
Truths 
Osman, Richard.  We Chase 
Shadows: A We Solve Murders 
Mystery  
Patterson, James.  The Country 
Road Murders 
Patterson, James.  Delusional: 
A Michael Bennett Thriller  
Patterson, James.  The Munich 
Affair  
Pekkanen, Sarah.  The Women 
in White 
Peterson, Tracie.  A Life So 
True 
Picoult, Jodi.  Hollow Bones   
Pinborough, Sarah.  They Say a 
Girl Died Here 
Robb, J. D.  Fury in Death 
Rose, Jeneva.  Sometimes I 
Scare Myself: A Collection of 
Horror   

Rose, Karen.  The One Who 
Walked Away 
Rosenfelt, David.  Dead Men 
Don’t Play Fetch  
Russo, Richard.  Under the Falls 
Sager, Riley.  The Unknown 
Scottoline, Lisa.  This Changes 
Everything 
Shalvis, Jill.  Falling Into You 
Silva, Daniel.  Ransom 
Simon, Nina.  My Sister Is Going 
to Kill Me  
Slaughter, Karin.  The Secrets 
We Hide 
Steel, Danielle.  Ruthless 
Steel, Danielle.  The True 
Meaning of Love 
Stewart, Jack.  Tom Clancy 
Pressure Depth (Jack Ryan Jr.) 
Thayer, Nancy.  Nantucket 
Christmas Stroll 
Whitehead, Colson.  Cool 
Machine (Harlem Trilogy)   

Nonfiction —

Allende, Isabel.  Story Telling: A 
Writing Life  
Anderson, Lars.  Brady: An 
American Story and the Price of 
Greatness 
Benefield, Eva.  Ghost Girl: 
Surviving the Black Swan Murder-
-A Memoir 
Big Cat and PFT Commenter.  
Pardon My Book: Ten Years of the 
Best (and Worst) in Sports from 
Pardon My Take 
Bodrug, Carleigh.  Plantyou 
Quickies: 140+ Nourishing Plant-
Based Recipes for Busy People 
Bruni, Amy.  Cuisine to Kill for: 
Recipes and True Crime Stories 
from the World’s Most Haunted 
Places 
Campbell, Tisha.  The A Word: 
A Mother’s Journey Through 
Autism and Love 
Chambers, Caroline.  What to 
Cook When You Don’t Feel Like 
Cooking: Make It Fast 
Coben, Harlan.  Plot Twist: Life, 
Craft, and the Messy First Draft: A 
Memoir on Writing   
Cohen, Siggie.  You Are the 
Parent: Move from Overparenting 
to Balanced Parenting and Become 
the Leader Your Child Needs 
Cunningham, Michael.  
Unsayable: A Life in Writing  
Diamond, Jared.  Profits, 
Prophets, Coaches, and Kings: 
(When) Do Leaders Matter?   

Gladwell, Malcolm.  The 
American Way of Killing 
Goodrich, Jaime.  Unleashed: 
How to Bring Out the Best in Your 
Dog 
Hansman, Heather.  Fierce 
Country: The Untold Story of 
Three Women Who Ignited 
America’s Love for the Wild  
Huberman, Andrew D. 
Protocols: An Operating Manual 
for the Human Body   
Idle, Eric.  Idle in Provence: A 
Brief History of Thyme 
Jinich, Pati.  Pati Jinich Foods 
of La Frontera: Recipes and New 
Taste Frontiers from Both Sides of 
the Border   
Klosterman, Chuck.  Rock*: A 
Mainstream Alternative History of 
Alternative Mainstream Music 
Lepore, Jill.  The Rise and Fall of 
the Artificial State 
Lordi, Emily.  Holding 
Lightning: The Life, Loves, and Art 
of Whitney Houston 
O’Reilly, Bill.  Confronting 
America: What Has to Change   
Parker, Priya.  The Art of 
Fighting: The Transformative 
Power of Conflict 
Quick, Matthew.  Dad, Love, 
Me: A Memoir 
Santenello, Peter.  Your Fellow 
Americans: Dispatches from 
Across the Country We Call Home   
Scott, James M.  Empire of 
Ashes: Truman, Hirohito, and the 
Descent into Total War   
Snodgrass, Alex.  Everyday Eats: 
100 Simple and Healthy Recipes 
for Real Life (Defined Dish) 
Stallone, Sylvester.  The Steps 
Steinem, Gloria.  An 
Unexpected Life: A Memoir 
Summers, Julie.  The Everest 
Mystery: Sandy Irvine, George 
Mallory, and the Truth Still Buried 
on Everest 
Tebow, Tim.  40 Days to Look 
Again: A Devotional to Embrace 
Your Worth, Reclaim Your Hope, 
and Run with Confidence  
TerKeurst, Lysa.  Making 
Peace with What I Can’t Control: 
Find Relief from the Exhaustion 
of Overthinking, Trying to Fix 
Others, and Wanting to Figure It 
All Out 
Theroux, Paul.  True North: On 
the Road in Canada 
Woodward, Bob.  Secrets: A 
Reporter’s Memoir 



Join us for our Summer 2026 special events. These events are great for all ages, and they’re all free of charge! Most 
programs require registration. To register, please call 1-800-613-3163.

REMINDER: Program registration often fills up and rolls over to a waiting list. If you are not going to attend a 
program for which you are registered, please call 1-800-613-3163 and let us know. We will fill your reservation with 
a name from the waiting list.

SPECIAL EVENTS AT HAYNER
All library special events are funded by grants and/or 
private endowment. Photos may be taken during library 
programs. Your enrollment in our programs will be as-
sumed as your consent to allow the library the right to 
use these photos in promotional material.

John Lynn: Rise of Main Street, Illinois 
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room 
Tuesday, July 7, 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

John Lynn, named “the walking encyclopedia of Illinois” by WGN Radio, has photographed all 2,400 cities and 
towns in the state. He has also hiked, biked, and paddled historic and scenic trails, roads, and rivers in both America 
and Britain. His “Rise of Main Street, Illinois” program serves as a prequel to his “Main Street, Illinois” program. 
This program will highlight the changes that have taken place over the last decade in Illinois’ small towns and Main 
Streets. Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program.  

America 250 Concert and Family Day – Hayner Library 
Celebrates America’s Birthday 
Downtown Library Parking Lot  
Friday, July 3, 3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Note – This is an outdoor event with no seating; patrons should bring lawn chairs

On Friday, July 3, the Downtown Library’s parking lot will be decked out in red, white, and blue as we celebrate the 
250th anniversary of our nation’s founding. 
3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. – Crafts, outdoor games, popsicles, and face painting for the kids, plus a public reading of 
the Declaration of Independence—read by patrons and library staff. 
4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. – A patriotic concert by the Alton Municipal Band brass quartet. 
Bring your lawn chairs and be ready to celebrate America’s 250th birthday at the library! No registration required.

Yarn Bombers Workshop: Wish for a Fish
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room 
Wednesday, July 8, 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Let’s go fishing! Drop a line, grab your hooks, and dive into summer with the Riverbend Yarn Bombers as they show 
you how to make your very own little fish. No materials or experience? No problem. The Riverbend Yarn Bombers 
will bring extra supplies and the skills to help you learn new techniques and add new projects to your repertoire. 
Attendees are welcome to bring their own supplies, too. All skill levels welcome, and space is limited! Please call 
1-800-613-3163 to register for this program.



Taps & Tomes: Hayner Library’s Book Club at The Old Bakery 
Beer Company 
The Old Bakery Beer Company, 400 Landmarks Boulevard, Alton  
Thursdays, July 9; September 3, Social Hour: 6:00 p.m. Book Discussion: 7:00 p.m. 

Book Club Selections –
July: My Friends by Fredrik Backman
September –The Bright Years by Sarah Damoff
We’d love for you to join us for a drink and a discussion of our book club selections. Our social hour starts at  
6:00 p.m., with the book discussion beginning at 7:00 p.m. Participants are welcome to join us for both the social hour 
and the book discussion or just the discussion. Taps & Tomes book selections can be checked out at Hayner Library, 
and are also usually available through the Libby and Cloud Library digital platforms. No registration required. 

Xs and Sews: A Crafting Program
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room 
Tuesdays, July 14 and 28; August 11 and 25; September 8 and 22, 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Calling all crafters! Pack up your portable projects and join us for Xs and Sews, a laid-back crafting program where 
creativity meets community. Bring whatever you’re working on, whether it’s embroidery, knitting, crocheting, drawing, 
scrapbooking, cross-stitching, jewelry making, origami, quilting, woodcarving, or anything else you’re inspired to 
create. Enjoy relaxing music, conversation, and the company of fellow crafters. If your craft can be transported with 
ease, we’d love you to bring it along and create it with us. We can’t wait to meet everyone and see what you are working 
on! No registration required. 

Switchback: A Celebration of American Roots and Celtic Soul
Benjamin Godfrey Memorial Chapel, 5800 Godfrey Road, Godfrey 
Sunday, July 19, 2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

There comes a time in the careers of certain musicians when their music is acknowledged for its influence on 
others. At this juncture, they transition from being part of the crowd to becoming a standard that others aspire 
to emulate. Switchback has reached this level of recognition, earning acclaim for their contributions to Celtic and 
Americana music, as well as for their prowess as exceptional entertainers. We invite you to join us for an afternoon 
with Switchback. Attendees can choose to sing along or simply relax and enjoy the performance. Please call 1-800-
613-3163 to register for this program.

Author Cheryl Eichar Jett – Aprons Away: Women’s Work on 
Route 66
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room  
Thursday, July 23, 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Join us in the Hayner Library performance room to hear author Cheryl Eichar Jett discuss her latest book, Aprons 
Away: Women’s Work on Route 66. Cheryl will explore the various roles women played along Route 66, coinciding 
with the iconic road’s 100th anniversary! 

Cheryl Eichar Jett is an American author, playwright, journalist, and speaker known for her seven previous books, 
including Route 66 in Illinois, as well as hundreds of published articles. She holds a graduate degree in history from 
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville. Over the past decade, Jett has investigated the intersections of women’s 
history along Route 66 and has directed two productions of her stage play inspired by this research. Her upcoming 
book, Aprons Away: Women’s Work on Route 66, was published by Reedy Press of St. Louis in April 2026. Please call 
1-800-613-3163 to register for this program.



Writers Circle 
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room 
Saturdays, July 25; August 29; and September 26, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

From the novice to the experienced, join us for a writing prompt to get creativity flowing and receive constructive 
feedback from your peers in a guided group discussion. The focus genre of our Writers Circle changes every month. 
Saturday, July 25, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. — Summer Camp Short Stories

Saturday, August 29, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. — Blackout Poetry

Saturday, September 26, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. — In Response  

Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program. Please note: the July and August Writers Circle will take place 
at Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall, and the September event will take place at Jacoby Arts Center, 208 State 
Street, Alton.

Interactive Movie Night – Twister
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room  
Saturday, July 25, 6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

The 1996 hit movie Twister turns thirty this year, and Hayner Library is celebrating with an interactive movie night! 
We will provide refreshments and props for audience participation, and a staff member will be present to guide you 
through this fun experience. Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program.

AARP’s Everyday Tech for Everyday Life
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room 
Wednesdays, July 29; August 26; and September 30, 12:00 p.m.

Hayner Library has partnered with AARP to provide monthly tech classes throughout 2026. These classes cover an 
array of tech topics, from AI and smartphones to estate planning and online shopping. 
Join us for these upcoming dates to learn more about technology and how to make it work for you:
Wednesday, July 29, 12:00 p.m. – Smartphone Camera Uses Beyond Photography

Wednesday, August 26, 12:00 p.m. – Saving Money with Tech

Wednesday, September 30, 12:00 p.m. – Navigating Medicare Resources Online

Each class is a live webinar provided by AARP, hosted in-person in the Multipurpose Room at Hayner Library at 
Alton Square Mall. Registration is required, and refreshments will be provided. Please call 1-877-926-8300 to register 
for this program (registration is collected by AARP). 

National Crayon Collection Month
August is National Crayon Collection Month! We will be accepting donations of new or used crayons at both Hayner 
Library Downtown and Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall locations throughout the month. At the end of August, 
donations will be taken to Riverbend Head Start, where they will begin their next adventure with kids eager to create!



All the News That’s Fit to Print: Write Your Own Obituary with 
Reneé B. Johnson
Genealogy & Local History Library  
Mondays, August 3 and August 17, 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.  (Two-Session Workshop)

A good obituary tells us a bit about the deceased; more than just when they were born and died, but how they lived.  
An exceptional obituary reveals their personality and priorities; it draws us into their world for just a moment. It 
leaves us feeling like we know them that much more. This important document may celebrate their achievements, 
identify their family, and share their legacy.
So why leave the writing of such an intimate, lasting statement to someone else?  Write your own obituary.  Have the 
last word and get the dates right. Alleviate the stress for your loved ones.  You are the expert on you and your life.  
This two-part workshop will help you consider what you want to include in your obituary, how best to convey your 
thoughts, and provide feedback on your draft.  
Both sessions will be led by Reneé B. Johnson at the Hayner Genealogy & Local History Library.  A pre-session 
questionnaire and other materials will be sent to registered participants prior to the first session. Participants will be 
expected to do most of their writing between sessions.
Session 1 – Monday, August 3, 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.  
	 • Review of the pre-session questionnaire
	 • What is an obituary, and what is a legacy letter?
	 • How to craft the document you want
Session 2 – Monday, August 17, 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.  
	 • Considerations of placement and distribution
	 • Sharing and feedback
This workshop is limited to ten participants. Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program. 

Self-Care with Eileen Wolfington
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room 
Wednesdays, August 5; September 30, 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

Wednesday, August 5, 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. – Walking the Labyrinth 
Take time to quiet your mind, self-reflect, reduce stress, and focus thoughtfully through this active form of walking 
meditation. Unlike a maze, which has dead ends, a labyrinth features a single winding path that leads from the outer 
edge to the center. Participants can choose to walk indoors on a fabric labyrinth while wearing foot covers, or they 
can use their finger to trace a PDF of a handheld finger labyrinth while listening to soft meditation music.
Wednesday, September 30, 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. – Introduction to Healing Touch
Gain insights into a soothing heart-centered practice that promotes balance in physical, emotional, mental, and 
spiritual well-being. Participants will learn the Self-Chakra Connection technique, which helps to open, connect, 
and balance energy centers, enhancing the flow of energy throughout the body. This non-invasive, straightforward 
guided practice is conducted while seated and can be performed individually or with a partner. 
Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for these programs. Please register for each program separately.



Jay Daniels: Here, There, Everywhere – A Tribute to the Beatles
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room 
Thursday, August 6, 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Music is Jay Daniels’ full-time profession; he presents solo piano and vocal concerts at libraries, senior communities, 
and various venues in the area, performing nearly thirty concerts each month. Join Jay on a musical journey through 
three iconic Beatles albums from 1966 and 1967: Revolver, Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band, and Magical Mystery 
Tour. 
For nearly thirty years, pianist and vocalist Jay Daniels has been sharing the gift of timeless music with audiences 
throughout the Mid-Atlantic region. A native of Louisa County, Virginia, Jay currently resides in Collingswood, New 
Jersey, just outside of Philadelphia. Before moving to the Northeast, he received musical training at Shenandoah 
University under the mentorship of Michael Forest, an acclaimed tenor who spent nearly three decades at the 
Metropolitan Opera House. Previously, Jay hosted the nationally syndicated jazz radio program Simply Timeless, 
which aired on nearly twenty stations across the country until 2022. Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this 
program.

Summer Reading Retreat 
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room  
Friday, August 7, 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Catch some sunlight at our Summer Reading Retreat. Spend a relaxing evening with us, filled with creativity, 
conversation, and quiet reading time. We’ll start by making your very own prism suncatcher, a beautiful way to bring 
a little sparkle into your home. All supplies will be provided!
After crafting your suncatcher, settle in with a favorite book and enjoy some dedicated reading time. Light snacks 
and refreshments will be available throughout the evening, and you’re welcome to bring your own drink or treat, too.
This is an open-house-style event, so feel free to drop in for a short visit or stay the entire time. Space is limited. Please 
call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program.

National Book Lovers Day 
Downtown Library and Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall  
Monday, August 10 – Sunday, August 16

National Book Lovers Day, celebrated annually on August 9, is a wonderful occasion to honor the joy of reading and 
the strong connection between people and books. 
Join us Monday, August 10, through Sunday, August 16, as we invite patrons to visit the Downtown Library or 
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall for a chance to win a DIY book nook kit. To participate, simply stop by either 
location, pick up a book review form from the Circulation Desk, and write a review of the last book you truly loved. 
Once you’ve completed your review, place your form in the designated box for a chance to win. The winner will be 
announced on Monday, August 17. 
Whether you are a lifelong book lover or just starting your reading journey, National Book Lovers Day is the ideal 
time to explore, share, and discover books that you can genuinely fall in love with. We look forward to seeing you at 
the library!



Ghosts Next Door – The Lemp Mansion
Genealogy & Local History Library 
Thursday, August 13, 7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Join us for the next installment of our ever-popular Ghosts Next Door program, where we will discuss the history 
and hauntings of the Lemp Mansion in St. Louis, Missouri. Each Ghosts Next Door program will focus on a different 
location, so be sure to check the fall newsletter for the next interesting location! Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register 
for this program.

Nicolas Brown:  Uilleann Irish Bagpipes
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room 
Tuesday, August 18, 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Nicolas Brown is a Uilleann pipes musician who was born in Illinois and grew up in Ontario, Canada. He began 
exploring Irish music during his late teens. Over the years, Nicolas has developed into a skilled musician and a 
respected music teacher. He has also gained a profound understanding of the history of Irish music, including its 
notable musicians, the origins of various tunes, and the influence of Irish music in America. Join Nicolas as he plays 
the Uilleann pipes and discusses the history and distinctions between his pipes and the more widely recognized 
Highland pipes. Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program. 

Hayner Cookbook Club- Quick Meals for Busy Lifestyles (Plus 
Bonus Kids’ Activity)
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room 
Tuesday, August 18, 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Cookbook Selections – 
Fix-It and Forget-It, Slow Cooker Champion Recipes

Fix-It and Forget-It, Big Cookbook 1400 Best Recipes

Join us for a fun and practical Cookbook Club gathering as we explore easy, time-saving recipes from the beloved 
Fix-It and Forget-It cookbook series. This event is perfect for busy families, students, and anyone looking to simplify 
mealtimes. The recipes focus on slow cookers and minimal prep—just set it and go. We will share favorite dishes, 
swap tips for making quick meals with everyday ingredients, and discuss how these cookbooks can help reduce the 
stress of cooking while still delivering delicious results. Whether you’re a seasoned slow cooker pro or just getting 
started, there’s something for everyone to learn and enjoy!
Special Cookbook Club Activity for Kids  –
Hey, kids! Bring your favorite boxed cereal to share. We’ll have a cereal taste test and vote to crown the ultimate 
favorite. It’s a delightful way to discover new breakfast options! Come hungry for ideas—and maybe a little cereal too! 
The cereal taste test will take place at the Cookbook Club. 
To participate in the Cookbook Club, stop by Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall, choose your favorite recipe from 
one of the cookbooks on display, and register on the sign-up sheet. Please bring a copy of your recipe to display next 
to your dish. We will provide tea, water, plates, and silverware.



Silent Disco @ Your Library
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall  
Thursday, August 20, 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Calling all music and library lovers! Bring a friend or family member and join us for a unique and engaging evening 
filled with music and dancing as we search for clues around the library. This program invites adults of all ages to 
explore their public library in a fun and interactive way. 
Participants will wear wireless headphones to listen to music or clues, allowing them to move quietly through the 
library without disturbing others. This interactive event encourages exploration of different sections, promotes 
teamwork, and adds an exciting twist to the traditional scavenger hunt. It also provides a wonderful opportunity for 
attendees to meet new friends and connect with others who share similar interests. This innovative approach respects 
the library’s peaceful environment while creating a memorable experience. 
After participants move through the library to find clues, they will be invited to join us in our Multipurpose Room for 
more music, dancing, and mocktails. Space is limited. Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program. 

Bridgerton Summer Soiree 
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room 
Friday, August 21, 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

Dearest Gentle Reader,
It has come to this author’s attention that a most thrilling affair shall soon take place in the Hayner Library at Alton 
Square Mall Performance Room. The residents of The Hayner Public Library District will not wish to miss this 
delightful evening!
Guests may expect games, prizes, scrumptious fare, refreshing mocktails, and, of course, a touch of gossip. This 
author dares to hope you will make an appearance, for it would be a most delightful sight indeed. While your finest 
gowns and suits are not required, they are most certainly encouraged. 
Yours truly,
Hayner Library
P.S. – Sadly, space is limited. Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this most enjoyable of evenings.



Visions of the Alton Piasa – Dr. Mark J. Wagner, Emeritus 
Professor of Anthropology, SIU Carbondale
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room (Upper Level) 
Thursday, September 10, 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

The “Alton Piasa,” or “Piasa Bird,” was a very large Native American painting located on the Mississippi River bluffs 
near Alton, Illinois. First described by Father Jacques Marquette in 1673, the painting fascinated visitors for almost 
200 years, until it was quarried away in the mid-nineteenth century. Because of this, we have numerous first-hand 
descriptions of the Piasa Bird created by early 1800s sightseers, but they vary so widely from each other that it is hard 
to believe they are all describing the same images. Dr. Wagner believes that people with different visual abilities and 
beliefs (even Father Marquette!) were seeing what they wanted to see on the rock face rather than what was actually 
there. Wagner concludes that the Alton Piasa was a prehistoric Mississippian-era (1000-1500 AD) painting based on 
the presence of similar images dating to that time period carved on stone rock surfaces throughout southern Illinois. 
Dr. Mark Wagner was the Director of the Center for Archaeological Investigations at Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale for many years before retiring in 2025. His major research interests include Native American rock art, the 
Cherokee Trail of Tears, and the historical archaeology of Illinois. From 2017-2024, he directed the SIU Archaeology 
Field School at the Fort Kaskaskia Historic Site in Randolph County, which discovered the remains of a previously 
unknown early 1800s U.S. Army fort. He is currently engaged in writing books and articles on the various discoveries 
he made throughout his career, including the prehistoric rock art of the state.  Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register 
for this program.

Art in the Afternoon: Mary Frances Judge	
Genealogy & Local History Library  
Monday, September 14, 2:00 p.m. 

A native of Minneapolis, Minnesota, Mary Frances Judge now calls Alton home. Judge is an artist with a timeless 
perspective, piercing vision, and a compassionate spirit. Her paintings fascinate with their rich textures and color, 
and grab viewers’ imaginations with the narrative each one offers. Judge, whose work has been featured in The New 
York Times, has exhibited widely throughout the United States, Italy, and Brazil. Her works can be found in numerous 
prestigious public and private collections in the U.S. and abroad. At this program, Judge will discuss the influences 
and inspiration behind her work as well as her creative process. Space is limited. Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register 
for this program. 

UKE 66 in Words & Song
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room 
Tuesday, September 15, 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Join the carefree sounds of summer with UKE 66! Rick and Karen Maxson form the core of this ukulele band which 
has performed for audiences across the Midwest, West Coast, Japan, Mexico, and Hawaii. In Hawaii, they earned 
first place in both group (2019-2020) and solo categories, as well as Best Original Music (2019) at the International 
Ukulele Contest. UKE 66 plays a mix of original songs and covers, ranging from Hawaiian nostalgia to jazz, swing, 
blues, and pop. 
This year, in honor of the Route 66 Centennial, the Maxtons are presenting “Route 66 in Word and Song,” a one-hour 
program featuring songs and stories that span the Depression era, WWII, and the post-war “Golden Era.” Like the 
highway that inspired their name, they believe that all people can come together, regardless of age, and get their kicks 
with UKE 66! Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program.



A.R.C. Angels Foundation – Before It’s Too Late
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room 
Wednesday, September 16, 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

September is National Suicide Awareness Month, and Hayner Library will welcome a representative from the 
A.R.C. Angels Foundation to present their program “Before It’s Too Late,” recommended for parents, guardians, and 
caretakers. This program focuses on how adults can recognize warning signs, generational barriers, how to be trusted 
individuals whom teens can go to for help, and how to approach these situations with a non-judgmental lens. No 
registration required.

Adult Puzzle Race Challenge
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room 
Thursday, September 17, 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

If you are at least nineteen years old and enjoy solving puzzles, gather a group of four people and sign up for the 
Hayner Library Adult Puzzle Race Challenge! Each team will receive a 500-piece jigsaw puzzle and will have ninety 
minutes to complete it. The winning team is the first one to finish the puzzle. If no team completes their puzzle in 
the allotted time, the team with the fewest pieces remaining will be declared the winner. All participating teams will 
receive a prize; however, only one team will earn the prestigious title of Puzzle Team Champions! Space is limited. 
Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program. 



Summer 2026 Activities

StoryWalk at The Nature Institute
April – October/November 
Get ready for an outdoor adventure that brings books to 
life! Take a scenic walk along the Frog Trail at The Nature 
Institute while reading the pages of a children’s picture 
book displayed along the path.  It’s a wonderful way to 
combine the joy of reading with the beauty of nature. 
Perfect for all ages! Bring your family, stretch your legs, 
and discover a new story. 
Be sure to scan our QR code along the trail and fill out a 
short form for a chance to win a fun nature-themed prize!
Check our Facebook page for more details and updates. 
The Nature Institute is located at 2213 S. Levis Lane, 
Godfrey. 

Starting Now: A Program About Emotions 
(1st - 5th Grade)
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose 
Room
Wednesday, August 5, 4:00 p.m. 
In this live learning experience, children begin building 
the foundation of healthy coping skills and normalizing 
that it is okay to experience all emotions, even the ones 
that make them uncomfortable. In this program, Lauren 
from A.R.C. Angels will help young ones build their 
“feeling vocabulary,” meaning she will help them to better 
understand and describe their emotions. Please call (618) 
433-2881 to reserve your spot.

Eye Thrive 2026 Summer Tour
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall
Thursday, August 6, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Free eye exams for children ages 4–18! Arrive early. 
Appointments are first-come, first-served. Registration 
begins at 8:30 a.m. and closes at 11:00 a.m. All services 
are provided at no cost, and include a comprehensive eye 
exam and, if needed, prescription glasses. Most glasses are 
made and dispensed on-site. Please note: Capacity on the 
mobile clinic is limited, and only patients are allowed on 
board. Individuals waiting for their appointment will be 
waiting in the Hayner Library Performance Room (upper 
level).

A Scary Good Movie
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose 
Room
Saturday, August 8, 2:00 p.m.
Get ready for a monstrously fun back-to-school celebration 
for children and families! Join us at the library for a 
screening of Monsters University, a laugh-out-loud movie 
about friendship, teamwork, and surviving school. Bring 
the whole family, enjoy popcorn and other snacks, and 
kick off the school year with a scream (of laughter)! Please 
call (618) 462-0677, ext. 2822 to register.

Coffee & Chaos
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose 
Room
Saturday, August 8, 9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Monday, September 14, 9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.  
Come explore, play, and have fun! This program is perfect 
for young children, birth to 4, and their caregivers. Toys, 
games, and activities will be provided. Enjoy a cup of coffee 
and connect with other caregivers while your child plays. 
We kindly ask that you help your child clean up when 
they’re finished.
Please note: This program is not fully staffed. Library staff 
will check in periodically and are available at the desk if 
you need assistance. 

Costume Swap (All Ages)
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace
Costumes can be expensive! Let’s help each other out, 
reduce waste, and have some fun with a community swap! 
We can’t wait to see the spooky and creative costumes you 
bring. 
How to Donate
Bring any size or style of new or gently-used costumes 
and accessories to the Hayner Library at Alton Square 
Mall KidsSpace during the month of September. Donors 
will receive an early admission voucher to shop on Friday, 
October 2, from 2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
How to Shop
Browse a collection of free, gently-used costumes during 
select October dates. Find something fun to take home!
     • Open to all ages
     • Limit: One costume per household member

Continued on next page ➡
 



Swap and Shopping Dates – 
Friday, October 2, 2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.: Donations and 
Voucher Shopping Only
Saturday, October 3, 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. and  
2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.: Donations and Shopping
Friday, October 23, 2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.: Shopping 
Only
Saturday, October 24, 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. and  
2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.: Shopping Only

Stress-Free Story Hour
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace 
Thursday, September 17, 10:00 a.m.
What should we do when we are feeling a little anxious? 
Licensed Clinical Psychologist Dr. Shannon Walker will 
be joining us to discuss ways to calm down when worries 
pile up in your head. We will also read a story about a little 
boy who stands up to the “What-If Monster” who’s been 
hanging around a little too long!

Story Time at Lucy’s Playhouse
Lucy Haskell’s Playhouse, 1211 Henry Street, Alton 
Fridays, September 11; October 9, 10:00 a.m.
Join us for a fun, interactive story time at Lucy Haskell’s 
Playhouse. Bring your little ones and enjoy stories, songs, 
and smiles in a charming historic setting!

Stories with Panda Bear
Downtown Library 
Tuesdays, August 18 and 25; September 1, 8, 15, 22, 
and 29, 10:00 a.m.
Come join us for stories, songs, music, and a snack. This 
story time is for children ages 2–4.

Baby Lap-Sit Story Time
Downtown Library 
Wednesdays, August 19, and 26; September 2, 9, 16, 23, 
and 30, 10:00 a.m. 
Bring your little ones for stories, songs, fingerplays, and 
fun. This story time is for children ages birth to 2.

Special Story Time at The Nature Institute
2213 S. Levis Lane, Godfrey 
Fridays, September 11; October 2, 10:00 a.m.
Come enjoy story time at The Nature Institute with Ms. 
Mary Kay on September 11, and with Sam on October 2! 
Take a walk through our StoryWalk and experience a story 
in the fresh air, surrounded by nature. We’ll gather at the 
start of the trail and look forward to sharing this special 
time with you. 

Books and Busy Bees Story Time
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace 
Thursdays, August 13, 20, and 27; September 3, 10, 17, 
and 24, 10:00 a.m. 
Come enjoy stories, songs, and a fun themed craft! This 
story time is for children ages 3–5. 

Make-or-Take Crafts
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace 
Monday, August 10, and Tuesday, September 8
Stop by and ask for your free Make-or-Take Craft. Crafts 
will be available while supplies last.

Young Artists Club: Ages 7-11
Jacoby Arts Center, 208 State Street, Alton 
Fridays, August 21; September 18, 4:00 p.m. – 5:45 p.m.
Beginner or advanced, express your creativity and have 
fun making art at Jacoby Arts Center. Supplies will be 
provided. Wear clothes that can get messy! Space is limited, 
so please call (618) 433-2881 to reserve your spot.

LEGO Club: Ages 6–11
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace  
Tuesdays, July 7; September 8, 4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, August 26; September 23, 4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Join us for an hour of building and creating LEGO 
masterpieces. The library will supply the LEGOs. Space is 
limited. Please call (618) 433-2881 to reserve your spot.

KidsSpace Treasure Hunts
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace 
Mondays, August 3, 17, 31; Friday, September 4 and 
Monday, September 21; Monday, October 5
Search high and low around the KidsSpace library to find 
hidden clues. It’s a great way to explore the library, practice 
observation skills, and have fun along the way. Drop in 
and start your hunt!

The 1,000 Books Club: A Story Time 
Adventure for Little Readers
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace 
Mondays, August 31; September 28, 10:00 a.m.
Our 1,000 Books Club is a fun, family-friendly way to 
help your child build a lifelong love of reading before 
kindergarten! Designed as part of the national 1,000 Books 
Before Kindergarten initiative, this special story time 
celebrates every milestone on your child’s reading journey.  
Once a month, we’ll enjoy songs, rhymes, and stories 
together, helping little ones develop early literacy skills in 
a joyful and supportive environment. Families can track 
their progress toward the big goal of reading 1,000 books, 
and earn small rewards and recognition along the way!



Dial-A-Story
Call (618) 462-TALE (618-462-8253)
Enjoy safe, free, educational, and entertaining activities for 

your children, available twenty-four hours a day, 365 days 
a year, from the comfort of your own home. New stories 
are added at the beginning of each month.

Excavated Art (Ages 2-6)
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace 
Monday, July 6, 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
Creativity is just waiting to be uncovered! Join us every 
Monday morning this summer for exciting art projects 
that encourage imagination, exploration, and fun. Miss a 
Monday? Make-or-Take Crafts will be available on June 5 
and July 3 while supplies last! 

Unearth a Good Story Time with Stories & 
Art Downtown (Ages 2-6)
Downtown Library 
Tuesday, July 7, 10:00 a.m. 
Children are invited to unearth a story through art and 
imagination. Each Tuesday, artist Jennifer Dunnegan will 
join Ms. Mary Kay to help bring stories to life. Each week, 
children who attend will have their names entered for a 
chance to unearth a one-of-a-kind art piece created by 
Jennifer during the program. 

Performers & Special Events (All Ages)
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance 
Room (Upper Level) 
Wednesdays, July 1 and 8, 10:00 a.m.
July 1 – T. rex Tea Party 
Tea Parties are fun, but do you know what makes them even 
more exciting? Dinosaurs! Join us for an hour of fun and 
become the fanciest dinosaur in town. This event includes 
fun dinosaur-themed activities, crafts, snacks, and the 
presence of our very own dinosaur! We encourage you to 
dress up in your finest tea party or dinosaur-themed outfit. 
July 8 – Maestro and His Dazzling Dino Circus 
Step right up and travel back in time—because the circus 
has gone prehistoric! Join Maestro, the eccentric ringmaster, 
as he presents a laugh-out-loud adventure where dinosaurs 
take center stage with dazzling magic, juggling, and 
puppetry. Watch as dinosaur eggs vanish, creatures defy 
gravity, and prehistoric stars perform unbelievable stunts, 
all while sharing fun and fascinating facts about the ancient 

world. This interactive show celebrates curiosity, creativity, 
and the thrill of learning through spectacle and fun.

Do You Dig It? Kids Science Program (Ages 7-11)
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace 
Thursday, July 2, 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
Paleontologists and archaeologists everywhere have one 
thing in common: they have to dig deep for the answers 
they seek. Join us for a science project that revolves around 
digging up and learning about dinosaurs, fossils, geodes, and 
gems. Make sure to wear clothes that can get messy! Space is 
limited. Please call (618) 433-2881 to reserve your spot.

Take-Home Science Kit – Amber Bug Slime
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace  
Thursday, July 3 
Are you busy during our in-person programs? Here’s your 
chance to have fun on your own schedule! Science kits will 
be available for pick-up in the Hayner Library at Alton 
Square Mall Kidspace. Kits are available on a first-come, 
first-served basis, while supplies last.

End of Summer Reading Party
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance 
Room (Upper Level) 
Thursday, July 9, 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Celebrate the end of summer at our End of Summer Reading 
Party. It’s going to be dino-mite! We’ll have Iggy, a gigantic T. 
rex, and Baby, a Stegosaurus, for the kids to play with, plus 
so much more with St. Louis Dinosaur! Indulge in some 
tasty snacks and pick up a free book of your choice. There 
will be plenty of fun for all ages. Don’t miss this exciting way 
to wrap up the summer.
Thank you to everyone who participated in our 
summer activities and reading programs. Prize winners 
will be announced at the party, so be sure to join us. 
Congratulations, and great job to all our readers! Visit the 
Hayner Library website and www.stlouisdinosaur.com for 
more details. 

2026 Summer Reading Program
“Unearth a Story”

This year’s Summer Reading Program, “Unearth a Story,” kicked off on June 1, and we still have a few more programs in 
July! The Summer Reading Program takes children on a roaring adventure back in time! Dig into fantastic books, excavate 
new ideas, and tackle exciting challenges to uncover prizes worthy of any ambitious archeologist or paleontologist. 



Summer 2026 Activities

Comic Chaos
Mondays, August 10; September 14, 4:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Dive into the world of comics with other teens! Each 
month, we’ll read a comic (available on our Comics 
Plus database) and geek out together, sharing favorite 
moments, characters, and twists. Plus, you get to help 
pick the next comic for the club! Call Megan at (618) 
433-2872 to find out this month’s title and join the chaos.

Teen Take-Home Crafts
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall TeenSpace
Monday, August 10; Tuesday, September 8 
Do you love science, art, or just making cool stuff with 
your hands? Stop by the Hayner Library at Alton Square 
Mall TeenSpace to pick up a kit and get creative! Supplies 
are limited, so grab yours while they last.

Teen Crime Stoppers
Wednesdays, August 12; September 2, 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
If you love true crime and murder mysteries, this is your 
night! Team up with other teens to examine clues, dive 
into case files, and solve the mystery. Can you figure out 
whodunnit before anyone else?

YA Fridays
Fridays, August 14, and 21; September 4, 11, and 18, 
4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Join us for a Friday full of awesome activities: crafts, 
snacks, video games, and plenty of time to chill and hang 
out with other teens. Come relax, create, and connect!

Teen Advisory Board
Wednesday, September 9, 4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Want to help shape the programs and events at Hayner 
Library? Now’s your chance! The Teen Advisory Board 
(TAB) is looking for creative, fun, and motivated teens to 
share their ideas and help plan programs that teens want 
to attend.
Whether it’s gaming nights, book clubs, crafting, or 
something totally new, your voice matters! Join the TAB 
and be part of the team that brings awesome teen events 
to life.

Crafting Creations
Wednesdays, August 19; September 23, 4:00 p.m. – 
5:00 p.m.
Do you love trying new projects and getting creative? 
Join our monthly teen craft program! Each month, we’ll 
explore a new, exciting craft that’s all about having fun, 
expressing yourself, and showing off your skills. Come 
hang out, make something awesome, and meet other 
creative teens!

Teen LEGO Challenge
Wednesdays, August 26; September 30, 4:00 p.m. – 
5:00 p.m. 
LEGO builders unite! Bring a friend and join other teens 
for an afternoon of creative LEGO fun. Build incredible 
designs, show off your skills, and compete for a chance to 
win a prize!

Teen Movie Night
Fridays, August 28; September 25, 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
Join us once a month for a fun movie on the big screen. 
We’ll have snacks available, but feel free to bring your 
favorites. After the movie, we’ll hang out and chat about 
what we watched:  what you liked, what you didn’t, and 
what you’d change (or keep the same).

Overcooked Marathon
Wednesday, September 16, 3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Join us for an Overcooked adventure on the Nintendo 
Switch. Work together to beat challenging levels while 
preparing dishes like soup, burgers, pizza, and more. 
Teamwork is key. Can your crew handle the heat?

TeenTober Bingo Challenge
October 1 – 31
TeenTober is a nationwide, month-long celebration of 
reading, creativity, skill-building, and all things teen! To 
celebrate, we’re hosting a TeenTober Bingo Challenge 
packed with fun activities throughout the entire month.  
Complete reading challenges and activities to earn Bingo 
prizes. Participants can earn up to five Bingo prizes, 
plus a chance to win one of three grand prizes. Sign up 
on Beanstack, or pick up a paper Bingo board from the 
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall TeenSpace. Get 
ready for a month full of fun, creativity, and prizes! 

Unless otherwise noted, all programs are for teens ages 12-18, and will take place in the Hayner Library at  
Alton Square Mall Performance Room Teen Center (upper level). Call (618) 433-2872 for more information.



The Teen Summer Reading Program kicked off on June 1, 
and we still have more programs in July! This year’s Teen 
Summer Reading Program, “Unearth a Story,” is taking 
teens on a roaring adventure back in time! Dig into 
fantastic books, excavate new ideas, and tackle exciting 
challenges to uncover prizes worthy of any ambitious 
archeologist or paleontologist.
Participants can register at haynerlibrary.beanstack.org 
or through the Beanstack mobile app. Everyone who 
completes the full program will be entered into a drawing 
for themed prize baskets packed with all sorts of treasures.
All Teen Summer Reading Program activities take place 
in the Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance 
Room Teen Center (upper level), unless otherwise noted. 
Grab your gear, dust off your curiosity, and get ready to 
dig deep. There’s a whole world of stories waiting to be 
unearthed! Questions? Call Megan at (618) 433-2872 for 
more information. 

ARTifacts
Monday, July 6, 4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Dig deep into your imagination and create your very 
own ARTifacts! Paint, build, and craft your own one-of-
a-kind creation. Your masterpiece awaits!
Wednesday Wonders
Wednesdays, July 1 and 8, 4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
From excavations to museum mysteries, explore the 
wonders of archaeology in the Teen Center. 

Jurassic-movie-a-thon
Friday, July 3, 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Travel back in time with us as we complete our Jurassic 
Park movie marathon and watch the final adventure in 
this exhilarating series!

Teen End of Summer Reading Party
Saturday, July 11, 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
The Teen End of the Summer Reading Party will include 
a dinosaur invasion! Join us for a screening of Jurassic 
World Rebirth while enjoying a movie-style snack table. 
We will also announce the prize winners and, most 
importantly, every attendee will receive a free book!

2026 Teen Summer Reading Program
“Unearth a Story”
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401 State Street
Alton, Illinois 62002

Downtown Library (618) 462-0677 
Genealogy & Local History Library (618) 462-0677	
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall (618) 462-0677	
Administrative Office (618) 462-0677
Administrative Office FAX (618) 462-4919	

Hours of Operation
Downtown Library	
326 Belle Street, Alton
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Closed Sunday

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall 
132 Alton Square Mall Dr., Alton
Monday-Saturday, 8:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Sunday, 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Genealogy & Local History Library
401 State Street, Alton
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Closed Sunday

www.haynerlibrary.org

DIY Automotive Repair? Hayner Has You Covered!
When you think of summer, you think of car maintenance. At least, some people do! If you’ll be spending the hot 
summer months in the garage – working on a project car, doing routine maintenance on your daily ride, or finally 
getting around to fixing that issue you noticed over winter – Auto Repair Source is a great addition to your toolbox.
Auto Repair Source provides accurate, up-to-date service and repair information for thousands of domestic and 
imported vehicles as far back as 1974. This includes step-by-step repair information for all of your car’s components, 
diagrams, maintenance schedules, labor estimates, service bulletins, and recalls – all from the Original Equipment 
Manufacturers (OEM). 
Using your Hayner Library card, you can access Auto Repair Source 24/7 from anywhere! Find it by visiting  
www.tinyurl.com/hayneronline. 


