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Fourth Annual Hayner Library Local Author 
Book Fair: Saturday, December 6, 2025 
Just in time for the holiday season, The Hayner Public Library District will host our 
fourth annual Local Author Book Fair on Saturday, December 6, from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m., at Alton Square Mall. 
Meet local authors, buy their books, and have them autographed! The event will also 
feature library card registration, a showcase of our Library of Things collection, prizes, 
and other library highlights. 
There will also be activities and story times for the kids. You can browse and make 
purchases—and be sure to leave some time to explore Hayner Library at Alton Square 
Mall. 
Authors, this will be an excellent opportunity to introduce your books to friends and 
neighbors. Patrons, find a new favorite author and stock up on books to keep you 
entertained during the cold winter nights. There will undoubtedly be titles for everyone 
on your holiday shopping list—and even a stocking stuffer or two! 
If you’re an author with books to sell, don’t miss this opportunity. Author registration 
begins Wednesday, October 1, 2025. Reserve your table now by calling Mary Cordes at 
(618) 433-2877 or emailing mary.cordes@haynerlibrary.org. 
The library will provide tables and tablecloths for authors. Authors can bring promotional 
materials and books to sell. Authors are responsible for bringing their own banking 
supplies. Authors should plan to arrive at 10:00 a.m. to set up their tables. There is a 
limit of twenty-five tables, so act fast! 
Last year’s event was great fun. Please join us—bring your family and friends and 
support local writers!

Updated Hours for the Downtown Library and 
Genealogy & Local History Library 
Beginning October 1, 2025, the Downtown Library and Genealogy & Local History 
Library hours of operation will change to match one another. The Downtown Library 
and Genealogy & Local History Library hours are now as follows: Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Wednesday 8:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., and 
Saturday 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. The Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall hours of 
operation will remain the same.



New &
Forthcoming

Books

FICTION—
Albom, Mitch. Twice
Andrews, Brian. Tom Clancy 
Executive Power
Andrews, Donna. Five Golden 
Wings: A Meg Langslow Mystery
Atkins, Ace. Everybody Wants 
to Rule the World
Baldacci, David. Nash Falls
Battles, Brett. Stuart Woods’ 
Blown Away (Teddy Fay)
Beaton, M. C. Sugar and Spite
Blake, Olivie. Girl Dinner
Bowen, Rhys. From Cradle to 
Grave
Brown, Rita Mae. Fox and 
Furious
Carr, Jack. Cry Havoc: A Tom 
Reece Thriller
Child, Lee. Exit Strategy: A 
Reacher Novel
Coben, Harlan. Gone Before 
Goodbye
Coble, Colleen. Prowl
Connelly, Michael. The 
Proving Ground: A Lincoln 
Lawyer Novel
Cook, Robin. Spasm
Cornwell, Bernard. Sharpe’s 
Storm
Cornwell, Patricia. Sharp 
Force
Danielewski, Mark Z. Tom’s 
Crossing
DeMille, Nelson. The Tin Men 
(Scott Brodie & Maggie Taylor)
Evanovich, Janet. The King’s 
Ransom (Recovery Agent)
Evans, Richard Paul. The 
Christmas Stranger
Finch, Charles. The Hidden 
City (Charles Lenox)
Gaylin, Alison. Robert B. 
Parker’s Booked (Sunny Randall)
Graham, Heather. The Sword 
of Light

Gregory, Philippa. Boleyn 
Traitor
Grisham, John. The Widow
Hannah, Sophie. The Last 
Death of the Year (New Hercule 
Poirot Mystery)
Hazelwood, Ali. Mate
Henry, Christina. The Place 
Where They Buried Your Heart
Hill, Joe. King Sorrow
Hunter, Stephen. The Gun 
Man Jackson Swagger: A Western
Irving, John. Queen Esther
Johnson, Adam. The 
Wayfinder
Karon, Jan. My Beloved: A 
Mitford Novel
Kellerman, Jonathan. Coyote 
Hills
Kingsbury, Karen. The 
Christmas Ring
Lee, Harper. The Land of Sweet 
Forever: Stories and Essays
Lu, Marie. Red City (New 
Alchemists #1)
Lupica, Mike. Robert B. 
Parker’s Showdown
Lustbader, Eric Van. White 
Wolf: An Evan Ryder Novel
Macomber, Debbie. A Ferry 
Merry Christmas
Maden, Mike. Clive Cussler 
Quantum Tempest (Oregon 
Files)
Mallery, Susan. Otherwise 
Engaged
Margolin, Phillip. False 
Witness
McDermid, Val. Silent Bones
McFadden, Freida. The 
Intruder
Michaels, Fern. Code Blue
Miller, Linda Lael. The Silver 
Hills Boarding House
Mitchard, Jacquelyn. The 
Birdwatcher
Newman, Catherine. Wreck
Parker, T. Jefferson. Wild 
Instinct
Patrick, Phaedra. The Time 
Hop Coffee Shop
Patterson, James. The Picasso 
Heist: A Thriller
Patterson, James. Return of 
the Spider (Alex Cross)
Penny, Louise. The Black Wolf
Reichs, Kathy. Evil Bones

Roberts, Nora. The Seven 
Rings (Lost Bride)
Rosenfelt, David. And to All a 
Good Bite: An Andy Carpenter 
Mystery
Sala, Sharon. Midnight
Sparks, Nicholas. Remain: A 
Supernatural Love Story
Steel, Danielle. The Color of 
Hope
Stewart, Jack. W. E. B. Griffin 
Direct Action (Presidential Agent 
Novel)
Todd, Charles. A Christmas 
Witness
White, Karen. The Lady on the 
Esplanade
NONFICTION—
Atwood, Margaret. Book of 
Lives: A Memoir of Sorts
Bacon, John U. The Gales of 
November: The Untold Story of 
the Edmund Fitzgerald
Bourdain, Anthony. The 
Anthony Bourdain Reader: 
New, Classic, and Rediscovered 
Writing
Bryant, Vanessa. Mamba & 
Mambacita Forever
Byrne, Rhonda. Countdown 
to Riches: 21 Days of Wealth-
Attracting Habits
Crowe, Cameron. The Uncool: 
A Memoir
Dalgleish, Tracy. You, Your 
Husband, and His Mother: 
Create a Healthy Relationship 
with Your Mother-In-Law—And 
Your Spouse—In Five Simple 
Steps
Davis, Matthew. A Biography 
of a Mountain: The Making and 
Meaning of Mount Rushmore
Drummond, Ree. The Pioneer 
Woman Cooks—The Essential 
Recipes: 120 Greatest Hits, New 
Twists, and Perfected Classics
Fox, Michael J. Future Boy: 
Back to the Future and My 
Journey Through the Space-Time 
Continuum
Harjo, Joy. Girl Warrior: On 
Coming of Age
Hastings, Max. Sword Beach: 
D-Day Baptism by Fire
Homolka, Gina. Skinnytaste 
High Protein: 100 Healthy, 
Simple Recipes to Fuel Your Day
Hopkins, Anthony. We Did 
Ok, Kid: A Memoir

Jennings, Scott. A Revolution 
of Common Sense: How Donald 
Trump Stormed Washington and 
Fought for Western Civilization
Kidd, Sue Monk. Writing 
Creativity and Soul
Kuehn, Christine. Family of 
Spies: A World War II Story of 
Nazi Espionage, Betrayal, and 
the Secret History Behind Pearl 
Harbor
Larson, Edward. Declaring 
Independence: Why 1776 Matters
Molinaro, Joanne Lee. The 
Korean Vegan: Homemade: 
Recipes and Stories from My 
Kitchen
Morton, Andrew. Winston and 
the Windsors: How Churchill 
Shaped a Royal Dynasty
Offerman, Nick. Little 
Woodchucks: Offerman 
Woodshop’s Guide to Tools and 
Tomfoolery
Osbourne, Ozzy. Last Rites
Patterson, James. The Last 
Days of Marilyn Monroe: A True 
Crime Thriller
Scorsese, Martin. 
Conversations on Faith
Sheen, Charlie. The Book of 
Sheen: A Memoir
Smith, Sam. Masters of the 
Game: A Conversational History 
of the NBA in 75 Legendary 
Players
Smith, Zadie. Dead and Alive: 
Essays
Sorkin, Andrew Ross. 1929: 
Inside the Greatest Crash in Wall 
Street History—And How It 
Shattered a Nation
Tapper, Jake. Race Against 
Terror: Chasing an Al Qaeda 
Killer at the Dawn of the Forever 
War
TerKeurst, Lysa. Surviving an 
Unwanted Divorce: A Biblical, 
Practical Guide to Letting Go 
While Holding Yourself Together
Van Dyke, Dick. 100 Rules 
for Living to 100: An Optimist’s 
Guide to a Happy Life
Weir, Alison. Queens at War: 
England’s Medieval Queens
Winchester, Simon. The 
Breath of the Gods: The History 
and Future of the Wind
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Fall 2025 Activities
Stories with Panda Bear
Downtown Library
Tuesdays, October 7, 14, 21, and 28; November 4 and 
18; December 2, 9 and 16, at 10:00 a.m.
Come join us for stories, songs, music, and a snack. This 
story time is for children ages 2–4. To register, call  
(618) 462-0677, ext. 2836.

Baby Lap-Sit Story Time
Downtown Library
Wednesdays, October 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29; November 5, 
12, and 19; December 3, 10, and 17, at 10:00 a.m.
Bring your little ones for stories, songs, fingerplays, and 
fun. This story time is for children ages birth to two. To 
register, call (618) 462-0677, ext. 2836.

Books and Busy Bees Story Time
Hayner Library KidsSpace at Alton Square Mall 
Thursdays, October 2, 9, 16, 23, and 30; November 6, 
13, and 20; December 4, 11, and 18, at 10:00 a.m. 
Come enjoy stories, songs, and a fun themed craft! This 
story time is for children ages 3–5. To register, call  
(618) 433-2881. Space is limited! 

Story Time at Lucy’s Playhouse
Lucy Haskell’s Playhouse, 1211 Henry Street, Alton, IL
Fridays, September 12, October 10, and November 7, at 
10:00 a.m.
Join Ms. Mary Kay and Panda Bear for a fun, interactive 
story time at Lucy Haskell’s Playhouse. Bring your little 
ones and enjoy stories, songs, and smiles in a charming 
historic setting!

Trick-or-Treating Story Time
Hayner Library KidsSpace at Alton Square Mall
Thursday, October 30, at 10:00 a.m.
Join us (if you dare) for an extra-spooky story time on 
October 30! Stories will be read, crafts will be made, and 
best of all, we will go trick-or-treating in the library! To 
register your little ghoul or goblin for this sweet event, 
please call (618) 462-0677, ext. 2881! 

Special Story Time Alert!
Hayner Library KidsSpace at Alton Square Mall
Thursday, October 9, at 10:00 a.m.
The Alton Fire Department will be making a special visit 
during our story time on October 9! They’ll read a story 
and talk about fire safety in honor of Fire Safety Month. 
We’re so thankful for all the important work they do and 
are excited to welcome them! Limited space is available, 

so registration for this story time is required. Please call 
(618) 433-2881 to register.

A RUFF Story Time
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose 
Room
Thursday, November 20, at 10:00 a.m.
Hello! My name is Koda, and I’m a very special therapy 
dog who loves meeting new friends! If your child loves 
dogs, you won’t want to miss this pawsome story hour. My 
best friend, Ginger, will tell you all about the important 
work I do. While she reads a story, I’ll be there to say 
hello, get some pets, and maybe even show off a few 
tricks! I can’t wait to see all you nice boys and girls there!

Make-or-Take Crafts
Hayner Library KidsSpace at Alton Square Mall
Mondays, October 6, November 3, and December 1
Stop by and ask for your free Make-or-Take Craft. Crafts 
will be available on the first Monday of each month while 
supplies last. 

LEGO Club: Ages 6–12
Hayner Library KidsSpace at Alton Square Mall
October 14 and 29; November 4 and 19; December 9 
and 17, at 4:00 p.m.
Join us for an hour of building and creating LEGO 
masterpieces. The library will supply the LEGOs, or feel 
free to bring your own. Space is limited. Please call  
(618) 433-2881 to reserve your spot. 

Art Club: Ages 6–12
Jacoby Arts Center, 208 State Street, Alton, IL
Fridays, October 24, November 21, and December 19, 
4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Beginner or advanced, express your creativity and have 
fun making art at Jacoby Arts Center! Supplies will be 
provided. Wear clothes that can get messy! Space is 
limited, so please call (618) 433-2881 to reserve your 
spot. 

“Read More Boooooks” Challenge: Ages 3-12
October 1 – October 31
Haunt the library and scare up some good boooooks for 
this year’s fall reading challenge. Children can complete 
tasks on their spooky-themed Bingo card in order to 
win up to five small prizes and twelve tickets to enter 
into our drawing for a “big prize!” Patrons have the 
option to register and complete the challenge digitally, 
through Beanstack, or they can take home a physical 



version of the Bingo card and bring it to the KidsSpace 
desk for prizes and ticket entry. 
This challenge will run through the month of October. 
Bingo cards can be picked up and dropped off at Hayner 
Library KidsSpace at Alton Square Mall.  
“Big prize” winners will be drawn on November 1 and 
contacted by a staff member. Please call  
(618) 433-2881 for more information. 

Family Movie Matinee: Wicked: Part One
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room
Saturday, November 15, 2:00 p.m. – 4:40 p.m.
Before flying off to the theaters to see Wicked: For Good, 
get caught up on what happened in Wicked: Part One. 
For one short day, we will be showing one of 2024’s most 
popular films! Parents are encouraged to view the film 
beforehand to ensure it’s suitable for your children. Please 
register in advance; Elphaba’s future might be unlimited, 
but our seating isn’t! Please call (618) 462-0677, ext. 2822 
to register. 

A Gift of Peace
Hayner Library KidsSpace at Alton Square Mall
December 15 – December 21
This holiday season, give the gift of peace to your fellow 
man. But don’t worry, sometimes spreading goodwill 
doesn’t cost a thing. During the week of December 15, 
Hayner Library KidsSpace at Alton Square Mall will have 
one suggestion per day on how you can spread cheer, 
laughter, and joy around the community. 

Holiday Ornament Drop-In Station
Downtown Library 
Saturday, December 6, 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Get creative and make your very own holiday ornament! 
Craft supplies are available while they last—fun for the 
whole family!

Holiday Card Station
Hayner Library KidsSpace at Alton Square Mall 
December 8 – December 13, 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Make a holiday card to share with someone special! This 
drop-in station is for children of all ages.

Kids Holiday Celebration
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance 
Room
Saturday, December 13, at 10:00 a.m.
You’re invited to a festive family celebration at the library! 
Join us for a fun-filled day with Santa, cookies, music, 
dancing, games, and holiday activities the whole family 
will enjoy. Come make joyful memories and share in the 
holiday cheer with your community!

1,000 Books Before Kindergarten Drawing
As promised, we will hold a drawing for a special 1,000 
Books Before Kindergarten participation basket on 
Monday, December 29. The lucky winner will be notified 
later that day. Though there will only be one winner of 
this basket, we’d like to congratulate all the children who 
participated in this program throughout the year!
If you’re new to the challenge, it’s open to parents 
of children from birth through age four. Join us on 
Beanstack to get started! Have questions? Call us at  
(618) 462-0677, ext. 2822, or stop by Hayner Library 
KidsSpace at Alton Square Mall.

KidsSpace Treasure Hunts
Come to Hayner Library KidsSpace at Alton Square Mall 
and follow the clues to see what treasures you can find! 
Treasure hunts will change biweekly. 

Dial-A-Story
New stories are added at the beginning of each month. 
Call (618) 462-TALE (618-462-8253) to listen!

Summer Reading Program 2025 Recap
“Level Up at Your Library”
This summer, young patrons of The Hayner Public 
Library District leveled up their reading skills during our 
exciting 2025 Summer Reading Program, “Level Up at 
Your Library.”
Children registered through Beanstack, our online 
reading platform, which helped them log and track 
their progress throughout the summer. Our KidsSpace 
staff worked hard to create engaging reading challenges 
and activities that brought the event to life! Participants 
enjoyed weekly story times, crafts, games, and live 
performances from entertainers including Swords & 
Roses, the Island Princess, Science Heroes, and Marko 
Polo Music. Weekly prizes and “big prize” tickets 
rewarded kids for their efforts and kept the motivation 
strong all summer long.
To wrap up the program, children were invited to a 
special celebration featuring Celia’s Sing-Along Dance 
Party, free books, and a sweet treat from Mo’z Sweet 
Treats. Ten lucky participants took home “big prizes,” and 
one received a special door prize!
This year’s Traveling Trophy was awarded to Evangelical 
School in Godfrey for their outstanding participation.
Thank you to everyone who joined us for a summer filled 
with reading and fun. We can’t wait to see you next year 
for the 2026 Summer Reading Program. Congratulations 
to all our readers on a fantastic summer!



Unless otherwise noted, all programs are for ages 12-
18 and will take place in the Hayner Library at Alton 
Square Mall Performance Room Teen Center on the 
upper level. Call (618) 433-2872 for more information.

Duck Costume Contest
Decorate a duck for a chance to win fun prizes! Pick 
up your duck beginning Tuesday, September 2. Drop 
decorated ducks off no later than Friday, September 
26. Voting takes place Wednesday, October 1, through 
Friday, October 31. Winners will be announced on 
Monday, November 3. Call Megan at (618) 433-2872 
for more information.

Teen Crime Stoppers
October 1, November 5, and December 5,  
4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Calling all true crime and murder mystery fans! 
Put on your detective hat and join other sleuths to 
solve a mystery at the library. Participants will work 
together to examine clues, read case files, and figure 
out whodunnit. This event is designed for teens ages 
13-18. 

Comic Chaos
Mondays, October 6, November 3, and December 1,  
4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Join us for our first-ever Comic Book Club! Visit our 
Comics Plus database to read the monthly comic book. 
We will discuss the plot, characters, arc, and overall 
enjoyment of the comic. At the end of each meeting, 
we will vote on which comic we would like to read 
and discuss next! For the title of the first comic book, 
call Megan at (618) 433-2872. 

YA Fridays
Fridays, October 3, 10, and 24; November 7 and 14; 
December 12, 4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Come hang out with other teens in the TeenCenter! 
We will have crafts, video games, and other fun 
activities.

Draw to Impress
Wednesdays, October 22 and November 12,  
4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Join us for a fun drawing challenge where you 
randomly pick two words and creatively combine 
them into a unique piece of art! 

Teen LEGO Challenge
Wednesdays, October 29, November 19, and  
December 10, 4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Do you love LEGOs? Bring a friend and come join 
other teens to create complex builds and win prizes!

Expressive Art
Fridays, October 31, November 21, and December 
19, 4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
In Expressive Art, you will be given a canvas to paint 
something meaningful to you! Once dry, the canvases 
will be hung up in our TeenCenter. Before Summer 
Reading starts next year, we will hold a special art 
gallery to show and celebrate your expressive art 
pieces.

TeenTober
October 3, 10, 15, and 24, 4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
TeenTober is a nationwide celebration hosted by 
libraries every October. TeenTober aims to celebrate 
teens, promote year-round teen services, and highlight 
the innovative ways teen services help teens learn new 
skills and fuel their passions in and outside the library.

Teen Advisory Board (TAB)
Wednesday, October 8, 4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
What types of programs do you want to see at your 
library? Come be a part of the Teen Advisory Board, 
which makes decisions about new programs and 
events for teens at Hayner Library!

Teen Take-Home Crafts
Hayner Library TeenSpace at Alton Square Mall 
Mondays, October 6, November 3, and December 1
Do you love making crafts? If so, stop by TeenSpace 
to pick up a teen take-home craft! Craft kits will be 
available while supplies last. 

Halloween Party
Friday, October 17, 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Spooky season has arrived! If you love all things 
spooky, join us for our Halloween party! Dress up in 
your Halloween best for a chance to win our costume 
contest prize! Along with a costume contest there will 
be games, pizza, music, and a fun time with friends. 
Costumes should keep it fun for everyone–nothing 
too gory, no weapons, and keep it respectful. Call 
Megan at (618) 433-2872 for more information.

Fall 2025 Activities



Five Nights at Freddy’s 2 Movie at NCG 
Cinema
NCG Cinema, 160 Alton Square, Alton, IL
Sunday, December 7, Time TBD
Do you love scary movies? Did you enjoy Five Nights 
at Freddy’s? Well Five Nights at Freddy’s 2 is coming 
to NCG Cinema! We will have a limited number of 
tickets available, so be sure to call and register. Each 
ticket comes with popcorn and a drink. Call Megan 
at (618) 433-2872 to reserve your ticket or for more 
information. Please note, Five Nights at Freddy’s 2 has a 
rating of PG-13. 

Ugly Sweater Party
Saturday, December 13, 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Calling all teens! Put on your favorite ugly sweater 
or make your own, and join us for music, games, 
prizes, crafts, cookies, and good company. We will 
also have a holiday gift exchange! Gifts are encouraged 
but not required. Gifts are to cost no more than $10. 
This event is all about spreading holiday cheer and 
having fun. Call Megan at (618) 433-2872 for more 
information.

Holiday Wrapping Extravaganza
Wednesday, December 17, 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Tired of boring and pricey holiday wrapping? Join us 
for our first-ever Holiday Wrapping Extravaganza! 
Just bring your gifts and your hands–we’ll provide 
the rest! We’ve got wrapping paper, gift bags, tissue 
paper, tags, and gift boxes ready for you. Enjoy a cozy 
holiday movie and great company while you wrap 
your presents. Want to bring your own wrapping 
supplies? That’s totally fine–come wrap, chat, and 
make new friends! Call Megan at (618) 433-2872 for 
more information.

Holiday Card Station
Hayner Library TeenSpace at Alton Square Mall 
December 1 – December 31
Make a holiday card to share with someone special 
by visiting Hayner Library TeenSpace at Alton Square 
Mall any time during the month of December.

Teen Summer Reading Program 2025 
Recap
“Level Up at Your Library”
This summer, teens across the community stepped 
up to the challenge of “Level Up at Your Library,” our 
2025 Teen Summer Reading Program!
Using Beanstack, our online reading platform, 
participants registered, logged their reading, and 
completed challenges throughout the summer. We 
had a record-breaking forty-five teen participants 
this year—surpassing last year’s total! Together, they 
earned 365 badges, submitted twenty book reviews, 
and read an impressive 357 books.
Throughout the program, teens engaged in creative 
activities, connected with peers, and discovered new 
books and genres. Our teen services staff worked hard 
to create a welcoming, inclusive space where everyone 
could find something to enjoy.
Participants took part in interactive games, hands-on 
crafts, weekly Beanstack challenges, and a celebratory 
end-of-summer party! Craft highlights include:

• Dragon eggs
• Tetris magnets
• DIY board game lazy susans
• Controller button coasters (voted teen favorite)
• Mario diamond art stickers

Game nights were equally popular, featuring:
• Grannies Bingo
• Live-Action Monopoly
• Five Nights at Freddy’s Live-Action  
   (voted teen favorite)
• Giant Board Game Night
• Giant Twister

We wrapped up the summer with a lively party 
featuring a live-action murder mystery event with 
Happy Faces Entertainment, along with snacks, prizes, 
free books, and time to share favorite reads.
Congratulations to all our amazing teen participants 
for making this year’s program such a success! We 
can’t wait to see you next year for the 2026 Teen 
Summer Reading Program.



 
  New in Our Illinois Room

75th Anniversary of the Federated Unity Club, Alton, 
Illinois (1996). IR 367.977386 FED

Annual Report of the Board of Education of Alton, Illinois 
(1903). IR LOCKED CASES 371.01 ALT 1903

Beautiful Riverbend Region by Jim Barzee. IR 977.386 BAR

Catalogue No. 300: Shovels, Spades, Scoops and Post Hole 
Diggers. Beall Brothers (Alton, Ill.)  IR LOCKED CASES 670 BEA

Circular: Wyman Institute, Upper Alton, Illinois.  
IR LOCKED CASES 373.77386 WYM 1879

City of Alton, Illinois, Mississippi River Bridge Preliminary 
Engineering Report: Location Studies, Preliminary Design, 
Cost Estimates, Traffic and Revenue Projections (1967).  
IR 624.37 HOW

Corridor Location Report: U.S. Route 67 Extension Through 
Alton (1969). IR 350.875 COR

“Engaging with Elijah” by Dave Douglas (2024). IR 709.977386 DOU

Interments in Alton National Cemetery: Burials Through 
December 2024. IR 977.3865 ALT

Land Atlas and Plat Book, Macoupin County, Illinois (1987).  
IR 977.383 ATL 1987

North Junior High School, Godfrey, Illinois (1975 yearbook). 
IR LOCKED CASES 373.77386 NOR 1975

Piasa Country: Shoppers and Service Directory (1985).  
IR 977.386 PIA

Responses to EMC’s Questionnaire, September 14, 1994  
by the Environmental Management Corporation. IR 363.7 ENV.

Rufus Easton: Attorney, Public Servant and First 
Postmaster of St. Louis by Dennis Hahn (2000). IR B EASTON

The Schuetz Family: The Story of Three Families—Schuetz, 
Lowe, and Olden—Put Together for David L. Manley and 
Dedicated to the Oldest Living Schuetz Sibling, Mary M. 
Storey by Hilda Fry (2025). IR 929.2 SCHUETZ

Souvenir Album, Sentinel Democrat, 1895 Alton, Illinois: 
Index compiled by The Hayner Public Library District Genealogy & 
Local History Library (2025). IR 977.386 SOU

The Spectator: Civic Memorial High School, Bethalto, 
Illinois (1977, 1978, 1979, 1980, 1981, 1982, 1983, 1986).  
IR 373.77386 SPE

Sugar Camp Cemetery: Moores Prairie Township, Jefferson 
County, Illinois by Shirley Payne (2002). IR 977.3793 PAY

This Georgia Rising: Education, Civil Rights, and the 
Politics of Change in Georgia in the 1940s by Patrick Novotny 
(2007). IR 324.9758 NOV

Branching Out 2025: 
Genealogy Classes 
The Hayner Genealogy & Local History 
Library offers Branching Out classes at 
the Genealogy & Local History Library, 
401 State Street, Alton, IL. Branching Out 
classes take place on the second and third 
Thursdays of each month from 10:00 a.m. 
– 11:30 a.m. 
On the second Thursday of each month, 
library staff presents a discussion of a 
genealogy research topic.
On the third Thursday, we gather around 
the fireplace, and everyone gets a chance 
to share family stories, photos, and 
projects. We learn from each other and 
have some laughs too!
October 9 - Uncover Family with 
Cemetery Records
October 16 - Discussion Group
November 13 - Heroes in Our History: 
Military Records
November 20 - Discussion Group
December 11 - All That’s Fit to Print: 
Newspaper Research
December 18 - Discussion Group
Branching Out classes and discussion 
group meetings will continue throughout 
2025. Just getting started with genealogy 
and not sure if these classes are right for 
you? Call or email the Genealogy and Local 
History Library to schedule an individual 
appointment. We will review your 
information and help you determine what 
to do next. Call (618) 462-0677, ext. 2892, 
or email genealogy@haynerlibrary.org.



Vintage Voices, now in its twenty-fourth year, will 
continue its tradition of guided walking tours in the 
Alton Cemetery on the first two weekends in October: 
4, 5, 11, and 12, from noon until 2:30 p.m. Tours will 
leave from the main gate of the cemetery (at Vine & 5th 
Streets) every fifteen to twenty minutes. A non-walking 
tour presentation will be held at St. Mary’s Middle 
School, 1015 Milton Road, Alton, IL, on Sunday, 
October 5, at 5:00 pm.
Gail Drillinger will portray Jane Watson Bassett 
(1881 – 1968). Bassett was the head librarian of 
Hayner Memorial Library from 1925 to 1952. Born in 
Arkansas, she attended Alton public schools as a child 
and graduated from Miss Bristow’s Boarding and Day 
School in Covington, Kentucky, and from the St. Louis 
Library School. She began working at Hayner Library 
several months after finishing library school and retired 
due to ill health twenty-seven years later.
Wendy Adams will portray Harriet Isadore Robinson 
(1884 – 1972). Robinson served as Director of Music 
and Choir Director at Union Baptist for sixty years. She 
also directed the Uganda Chorus. Robinson was elected 
to the board of the National Association of Negro 
Musicians and reestablished the Alton branch of that 
organization. For many years, she operated a beauty 
shop in the Commercial Building on East Third Street.
Reinhold Gossrau (1845 – 1916) will be portrayed 
by John Kirkpatrick. Gossrau was a prominent Alton 
musician and businessman. He was born in Germany 
and came to Alton in the 1860s, where he immediately 
joined the Maennerchor singing group. He later was the 
leader of both the Maennerchor and the White Hussar 
Band. He was also one of the founders of the Alton 
Germania Building and Loan Association.
Debbie Maneke will portray Bertha A. Neermann 
Yoxall (1878 – 1964), who was in charge of the 
ready-to-wear department of the Gates-Clark Dry 
Goods Co. Later in life, she married William Yoxall, 
Superintendent of Western Cartridge Co. Both Bertha 
and William set up charitable trusts that have benefitted 
the Alton area for the last sixty years.
Latasha LeFlore-Porter will portray Dorothy H. Scott 
(1914 – 2002). First Lieutenant Scott was a member 
of the 6888th Central Postal Directory Battalion, 
nicknamed the “Six Triple Eight,” the first and only 
all-Black female unit to be deployed overseas during 
World War II. Scott graduated from Alton High School 

in 1940 and went on to Illinois State Normal University 
before enlisting in 1942. After the war, she taught 
elementary school in Alton. Scott is buried at Jefferson 
Barracks, but her parents, Daniel Holiday Scott and 
Elizabeth Julia Jenkins Scott, as well as seven siblings, 
are buried at Alton Cemetery. 
Cary Langley Waples (1895 – 1918) will be portrayed 
by Caleb Kelehan. Lieutenant Waples was killed in a 
military aviation accident in San Antonio when he 
was twenty-three years old. His body is interred in 
the Mausoleum. Waples will talk about World War I 
and war horses on the Bowman and Job Farms in East 
Alton. More than 250,000 horses were brought in from 
the midwestern and western United States and shipped 
out of the East Alton stockyards to Europe during 
World War I. 
Sean Williams will portray Joseph Henry Price (1854 
– 1922). Price worked for library benefactor John E. 
Hayner, was a janitor at City Hall, and was a fireman for 
the lead works. Price was a Mason and was a member 
of the G. T. Watson Lodge No. 2 in Alton. He was a 
member of the Hunter Republican League Club – a 
local African American Hadley Club – and involved in 
the Alton School Case. He and his family lived for many 
years at 1901 Alby Street.
Virginia C. Quigley (1860 – 1944) and Alice E. 
Quigley (1860 – 1944) will be portrayed by Diana 
Kay and Jean Heil. They were twins who were never 
apart until Virginia died in April 1944. Alice missed 
her desperately and died that September. They were 
descendants of Cyrus Edwards, were members of St. 
Paul’s Episcopal, travelled all over the world, and in 
later years lived in Loretto home on Prospect.
Tickets are $15 for adults and $10 for students ages 
6-18. Tickets for the cemetery tour can be purchased 
online at https://www.ticketleap.events/tickets/
vintagevoicestours/tours, at Picture This and More at 
17 East Broadway, Alton, IL, or at the main gate of the 
Alton Cemetery at least thirty minutes before the tours 
begin. 
Tickets for the non-walking tour can be purchased 
online at https://www.ticketleap.events/tickets/
vintagevoicestours/vintage-voices-non-walking-
performance or at Picture This and More at 17 East 
Broadway, Alton, IL.
The characters and themes of this year’s tours were 
carefully selected by the Vintage Voices steering 

Vintage Voices 2025



committee. Hayner Genealogy & Local History staff 
members provide research packets to the actors on 
the decedent they will portray. Actors write their 
own scripts and really do a fantastic job. The Hayner 
Genealogy & Local History Library also serves as a 
repository for Vintage Voices ephemera, such as a 
complete set of the program booklets and many of the 

scripts written by actors over the years. All of these 
items are available to see in the library.
Proceeds from the Vintage Voices performances 
support the continuation of the event, upkeep 
of the Alton Cemetery, and various community 
organizations, including Hayner Library. Please come 
out to see our history come alive!

DAR “FRIEND-RAISER” Open House 
Genealogy & Local History Library, 401 State Street, Alton, IL 
Saturday, November 8, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

The Ninian Edwards Chapter of the National Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution and the Genealogy 
& Local History Library invite you to our annual DAR Open House. We will have experienced researchers available to 
guide you through the DAR application process. Don’t think you have a soldier in your family? There’s also the more 
general category of “Patriotic Service,” which includes things like members of the Boston Tea Party, doctors and nurses 
rendering aid to the wounded, and even ministers who gave patriotic sermons and encouraged patriotic activity. 
Admission is free, and registration is not necessary. For any updates, please check the Ninian Edwards DAR Facebook 
page: https://www.facebook.com/NinianEdwardsAltonILNSDAR 

Genealogy & Local History Library Holiday Open House
Genealogy & Local History Library, 401 State Street, Alton, IL  
Saturday, December 6, 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Please join us for the 2025 Genealogy & Local History Library Holiday Open House! 
Genealogy & Local History Library employee Reneé Johnson creates an absolutely beautiful 
Victorian-inspired holiday wonderland, and we will have cookies, lemonade, and a brand-new 
Genealogy & Local History Library puzzle to put together in front of the fireplace. Enjoy the 
decorations, create family history crafts to take home, and purchase your copy of the rhyming 
picture book Alton ABC! Staff members will also be available to help you think about ways to 
connect with your family history during holiday gatherings.

State Senator Erica Harriss to Host Summer Traveling Office 
Hours at Hayner Library
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall 
Wednesday, November 5, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
State Senator Erica Harriss will hold traveling office hours at Hayner Library in November. Traveling office hours are 
a way for Senator Harriss and her staff to assist residents with a wide variety of services, including navigating state 
agencies and connecting residents with available resources on state government-related issues.



Join us for our Fall 2025 special events. These events are great for all ages, and they’re all free of charge! Most 
programs require registration. To register, please call 1-800-613-3163.

REMINDER: Program registration often fills up and rolls over to a waiting list. If you are not going to attend a 
program for which you are registered, please call 1-800-613-3163 and let us know. We will fill your reservation with 
a name from the waiting list.

SPECIAL EVENTS AT HAYNER
All library special events are funded by grants and/or 
private endowment. Photos may be taken during library 
programs. Your enrollment in our programs will be as-
sumed as your consent to allow the library the right to 
use these photos in promotional material.

X’s and Sews: A Crafting Program 
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room
Tuesdays, October 14 and 28; November 25; December 9 and 23, 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Calling all crafters! Pack up your portable projects and join us for X’s and Sews—a laid-back crafting program where 
your creativity meets community. Bring whatever you’re working on—whether it’s embroidery, knitting, crocheting, 
drawing, scrapbooking, cross-stitching, jewelry making, origami, quilting, woodcarving…you name it! Enjoy relaxing 
music, conversation, and the company of fellow crafters. If your craft can be transported with ease, we’d love for you to 
bring it along and create with us. We cannot wait to meet everyone and see what you are working on!
No registration is necessary.   

Broadway Show Tunes with Jared Hennings
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room 
Tuesday, October 7, 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Come join one of our area’s favorite performers, Jared Hennings, as he presents a captivating musical cross-section 
that features a variety of Broadway shows, including Brigadoon, Ain’t Misbehavin’, Fiddler on the Roof, Showboat, and 
more. This fun-filled evening will be a toe-tapping good time! 

Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program. 

Haunted Hayner: History & Hauntings 
Genealogy & Local History Library, 401 State Street, Alton, IL  
Tuesday, October 14, 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Patrons ages eighteen and older are invited to join us as we discuss the history of Hayner 
Library, why Alton is so haunted, and talk Ghosts 101 with the gang from Alton Odyssey 
Tours. After, guests are welcome to stay and do some ghost hunting! The event will start in 
the Genealogy & Local History Library and end in the Downtown Library on Belle Street. 
Ghost hunting equipment, courtesy of Alton Odyssey Tours, will be provided to use during the tour, but feel free to 
bring your own, as supplies are limited. 
Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program. Registration will be limited to forty people.            



Fall Reading Retreat
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room   
Friday, October 17, 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.  

Get cozy at our Spooky Reading Retreat—a perfect autumn evening to curl up with eerie tales and immerse yourself 
in fall vibes. Whether you’re a horror lover, mystery fan, or ghost story seeker—or none of those things—there’s 
something for every reader! Feel free to browse our shelves ahead of time to pick out your next read before you arrive.
While you’re here, enjoy fall-themed treats and warm drinks, craft your very own ghost garland to take home, and 
settle in for some quiet, relaxing reading time. You’re welcome to chat with fellow readers about what you’re currently 
reading or share your favorite spooky stories from the past.
Not sure what to read? Clear up your “to be read” list, pick out a new book, dive into that long read you’ve been putting 
off, or explore a few short stories. If you need inspiration, take a look at the library displays as you enter. This open 
house-style event allows you to come and go as you please—whether for a short visit or the entire time.
Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program. 

Historic Building Tour – Alton Area Landmarks Association
Genealogy & Local History Library, 401 State Street, Alton, IL 
Saturday, October 18, 10:00 a.m.

For fifty-three years, the Alton Area Landmarks Association has invited the public to view some of the most historically 
and architecturally significant homes and buildings in Alton at their annual Historic Building Tour. This year, Hayner 
Library is hosting the AALA as they present highlights from the 2025 building tour from the comfort of the Genealogy 
& Local History Library. Learn about the fascinating and varied histories of the homes and buildings featured on the 
2025 tour. 
Seating is limited. Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program. 

Connie Martin: Hidden Messages in Negro Spirituals 
on the Underground Railroad
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room 
Tuesday, October 21, 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Join historian, retired teacher, and Illinois Humanities Road Scholar Connie Martin as she 
explains the meanings, interpretations, and connections of plantation songs, or Negro Spirituals, 
used in regions of the American South that signaled signs and tips that aided freedom seekers as 
they headed to Canada. These powerful, sacred songs, derived from the heart of the enslaved Africans, were a melodic 
outflowing of religious expression, passion, and the hope to be free. Negro spirituals, as originated in America, tell of 
sorrow, trials and tribulations, secrecy and hiding, and hope for a sense of community. 
Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program. 



Hayner Cookbook Club
Kick Off the Cozy Cooking Season with Fan Favorites
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room 
Tuesday, October 21, 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.   
Cookbook Selections: Eat Like a Gilmore and The Official Harry Potter Cookbook

Calling all foodies, book lovers, and pop culture fans! Join us for a magical and heartwarming gathering where the 
kitchen meets Stars Hollow and Hogwarts. We’ll dive into charming recipes inspired by Gilmore Girls and Harry 
Potter, share bites, and swap stories over coffee and Butterbeer.
Whether you’re Team Lorelai or Team Hermione, there’s something delicious for everyone. Browse themed cookbooks, 
pick your favorite recipe to make at home, then bring your dish (and recipe!) to share with fellow fans. Cozy vibes, fun 
chats, and even a little trivia await!
Costumes or cozy sweaters welcome—but not required! 
To participate, stop by the Circulation Desk at Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall, choose your favorite recipe from 
the cookbooks on display, and register on the sign-up sheet.

Holiday Cookie Exchange at the Library
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room 
Wednesday, December 10, 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.   
Cookbook Selections: A sweet variety of cookie cookbooks

Join us for some sweet holiday fun! You’re invited to the Holiday Cookie Exchange at the library! Whether you’re a 
seasoned baker or just a cookie enthusiast, this is a great chance to share holiday cheer through baking.
Everyone will have a chance to sample, swap, and take home a delicious variety of holiday treats. We’ll provide festive 
packaging supplies, music, and plenty of warm holiday cheer.
Let’s make the season a little sweeter—together!
To participate, stop by the Circulation Desk at Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall during the month of November, 
choose your cookie recipe from the cookbooks on display, and register on the sign-up sheet. Plan to bake two to three 
dozen cookies to share. Don’t forget to bring a copy of your recipe!

Poe and Irving – An Evening of Recitations with Anne Williams
Genealogy & Local History Library, 401 State Street, Alton, IL 
Wednesday, October 22, 6:30 p.m.

With the lights turned down and the Gothic-style architecture of the Genealogy & Local History Library adding to 
the ambiance, patrons are in for an atmospheric treat as Anne Williams, historic interpreter and performer, will recite 
dramatically, from memory, several works by the author Edgar Allan Poe as well as an excerpt from another October 
favorite, The Legend of Sleepy Hollow, by Washington Irving. Poe’s stories will include The Tell-Tale Heart, The Black Cat, 
The Raven, and others. Anne has shared the authors’ stories and poems with audiences at historic sites in New York, 
Philadelphia, Richmond, and regionally in Missouri and Illinois. She has worked with the National Park Service, St. Louis 
Public Radio, and many historic sites on various projects, including dramatic recitation of literature and historic speeches, 
creating and performing in short plays, reconstructing historic events, film narration, and a complete audio production 
of Dickens’ A Christmas Carol. Anne has collaborated with Ballet 314 and Opera Theater Saint Louis.
Please note – Because this program is presented entirely from memory, concentration by the performer is critical. 
In order to assist with this, this program is limited to patrons aged thirteen and older.
Seating is limited. Please register for this program by calling 1-800-613-3163. 



Yarn Bombers Workshop: Fall Pumpkins
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room
Wednesday, October 22, 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Grab your lattes, pull on your Uggs, and join the Riverbend Yarn Bombers for a fall pumpkin workshop! No materials 
or experience? No problem – the Yarn Bombers will bring extra supplies and the skills to help you learn new techniques 
and add new projects to your repertoire.
All skill levels welcome, and space is limited! Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program.

Adult Fall Scavenger Hunt 
October 1 – October 31

Join us for our 2025 Adult Fall Scavenger Hunt! Hayner Library patrons ages eighteen and older can enter to win fun 
prizes by participating in a scavenger hunt around town and playing themed word games! Patrons will receive a raffle 
ticket for each item found in the scavenger hunt and an additional five raffle tickets for each of the word games completed.
This program will run through the month of October. The 
winners will be drawn on November 1.  Prizes include a fire 
pit, a ghost hunting kit, and a fall gift basket.
Register at the Circulation Desk at Hayner Library at Alton 
Square Mall or the Downtown Library starting October 1!

Ed Wheatley: From St. Louis to Cooperstown: Baseball Legends 
Born and Made in the Gateway City
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room 
Tuesday, November 4, 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

Come enjoy an evening with award-winning author and film producer Ed Wheatley as he discusses his newly released 
book, From St. Louis to Cooperstown: Baseball Legends Born and Made in the Gateway City. This book explores St. 
Louis baseball players within the Hall of Fame, including legends such as Hornsby, Dean, Musial, Gibson, Brock, and 
many more.
Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program.  

Writers Circle 
For the novice and the experienced: Join us for a writing prompt to get creativity flowing and 
receive constructive feedback from your peers in a guided group discussion. 
The focus genre of our Writers Circle will change every month, so be sure to check in!  
Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program. Registration is limited to ten people. 
Eerie Edition
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room 
Saturday, October 25, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  

NaNoWriMo Open Writing Session
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room 
Saturday, November 29, 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  



Here Lies Lovejoy – A History of Elijah P. Lovejoy’s Life, Death, 
and Memorial
Genealogy & Local History Library, 401 State Street, Alton, IL  
Wednesday, November 5, 6:00 p.m.

Journalist, newspaper editor, Presbyterian minister, and abolitionist, Elijah P. Lovejoy left his mark on Alton and 
American history in both life and in death. For nearly 188 years, since Lovejoy’s murder at the hands of an angry mob, 
his gravesite and memory have been entrusted to a group of individuals dedicated to ensuring his legacy remains 
relevant today. This presentation will discuss the life of Elijah P. Lovejoy, the trustees of his grave, the story of the 
Lovejoy Monument, and the fascinating history and evolution of the group now known as the Elijah P. Lovejoy 
Memorial Board. 
Seating is limited. Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program. 

Adult Murder Mystery Game Night
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room 
Thursday, November 13, 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Have you ever wanted to solve a cold case? If so, this program might be for you! Join us at Hayner Library at Alton 
Square Mall, where you and other crime-fighting enthusiasts will collaborate to analyze distinct clues to solve a cold 
case. Participants will examine crime scene photos, newspaper articles, witness statements, and more. Please note that 
this program has a registration limit of twenty participants, so don’t delay—call today!

Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program.

John Lynn: Main Street, Illinois
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room 
Thursday, November 20, 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
John Lynn, referred to as “the walking encyclopedia of Illinois” by WGN Radio, has photographed every one of the 
2,400 cities and towns in the state. Additionally, he has hiked, biked, and paddled enough historic and scenic trails, 
roads, and rivers in both America and Britain to circle the globe. Main Street, Illinois, is a memorable and fun-filled 
tour of the charms, traditions, and personalities of our Illinois towns.
Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program.

Taps & Tomes: Hayner Library’s Book Club at The Old Bakery 
Beer Company 
The Old Bakery Beer Company, 400 Landmarks Boulevard, Alton, IL 
Thursday, November 13
Social Hour: 6:00 p.m. Book Discussion: 7:00 p.m. 
Title: Horse by Geraldine Brooks

We’d love for you to join us for a drink and discussion of our November book selection, Horse by Geraldine Brooks. 
Our social hour starts at 6:00 p.m., with the book discussion beginning at 7:00 p.m. Participants are welcome to join 
us for both the social hour and the book discussion or just the discussion. The Taps & Tomes book selection can be 
checked out at Hayner Library and is also available through the Libby digital platforms. No registration is required.



An Afternoon with The Riverbend Community Orchestra
Alton Square Mall, JC Penney Court 
Sunday, November 23, 2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Come enjoy a musical afternoon with The Riverbend Community Orchestra. The Riverbend Community Orchestra 
is formed through the combined efforts of the Alton Youth Symphony and the Alton Symphony Orchestra, ensuring a 
welcoming space for musicians of all skill levels. These musicians perform free concerts at various venues throughout 
the Riverbend area. 
The Riverbend Community Orchestra will bring a full symphonic concert highlighting the many connections between 
literature and music. 
Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program.

Gift-Wrapping Open House
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room 
Friday, November 21, and Thursday, December 11, 4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Need a cozy spot to wrap your holiday gifts? Join us for a Gift-Wrapping Open House at the library! We’ll have a 
relaxed space set up where you can wrap in peace—no peeking eyes, no tape disasters, and no stress. 
We’ll provide a selection of wrapping supplies, including paper, ribbons, scissors, and tape (while supplies last). Feel 
free to bring your own materials or extra supplies to share with others. 
Have extra supplies at home but can’t make it to the event? We will gladly accept donations ahead of time! Just drop 
them off at the Circulation Desk at Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall before the event to help someone else wrap 
in style. 
Bring your gifts, your wrapping skills, and your holiday spirit—we’ll provide the festive atmosphere!

The McAtees: A Holiday Musical Performance
Benjamin Godfrey Chapel, 5800 Godfrey Road, Godfrey, IL  
Sunday, December 7, 2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Come spend the afternoon with Alivia and Jason McAtee as they sing some of your favorite holiday hits at the historic 
Benjamin Godfrey Chapel.
Alivia Levi-McAtee is a proud graduate of Lewis and Clark Community College’s music department, where she now 
serves as adjunct voice faculty. Deeply passionate about helping others discover the power and beauty of their own 
unique voice, Alivia believes that “music is the language my soul speaks.” She has performed with numerous ensembles, 
including the acclaimed Lewis and Clark Concert Choir, and in 2020, she founded the Porch Café Band, an energetic 
and soulful cover group born during the pandemic that performs regularly throughout the region, spreading joy 
through music.
Jason McAtee is a seasoned vocalist and multi-talented musician. He has toured nationally as the lead tenor for the 
gospel group Soul’d Out and has since made a name for himself as a professional sound engineer and producer through 
his company, McAtee Productions. Jason initially joined Porch Café as the band’s sound engineer but quickly found his 
place on the stage, playing bass and sharing lead vocals alongside Alivia.
Now married and living in Godfrey with their two children, Jason and Alivia share a deep love for music and for 
each other. Their passion for creating and performing is woven into their everyday life, making every performance a 
genuine reflection of their connection and artistry.
Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program.



Illinois Libraries Present
Hayner Library has partnered with Illinois Libraries Present* to bring you exciting, high-profile virtual events featuring 
bestselling authors and nationally recognized presenters. These events are 100% online, so you can attend from the 
comfort of your own home – or wherever you’d like!
Mark your calendar for these upcoming events:
Tuesday, October 21, 7:00 p.m. – Beyond the Screen: A “Wicked” Conversation with Marissa Bode
As the highly anticipated sequel Wicked: For Good approaches, we’ll reflect on what makes the story so meaningful to 
Bode and audiences around the world. Bode will also share personal stories and insights from her time on stage, the 
challenges and rewards of being part of an iconic production, and what the future holds for her career.
Tuesday, November 18, 7:00 p.m. – Kenji López-Alt: A Journey Through Food and Science
Join award-winning cookbook author, New York Times food columnist, and Serious Eats director J. Kenji López-Alt 
for an evening of cooking insights, techniques, and foodie exploration.
Registration is required to attend these virtual events. Find registration information and more for each event on our 
Events Calendar at www.haynerlibrary.org.
*These events are made possible by Illinois Libraries Present, a statewide collaboration among public libraries offering 
premier events. Illinois Libraries Present is funded in part by a grant awarded by the Illinois State Library, a Department 
of the Office for the Secretary of State, using funds provided by the U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services, 
under the provisions of the Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA).

Cold Weather Crafts
As the weather cools down, we tend to spend more time indoors. Combat cabin fever with Cold Weather Crafts! 
Available this fall and winter, October through February, Cold Weather Crafts are take-home craft kits for adults. A 
different craft will be available every month during this time. These kits are limited and are first-come, first-served. 
Stop by the Circulation Desk at Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall at the beginning of each month to get yours!

Eugene Jones Baldwin: A Long Night’s Journey into Day
Genealogy & Local History Library, 401 State Street, Alton, IL 
Wednesday, December 10, 6:00 p.m. 

Please join us for Eugene Jones Baldwin’s lecture on his newly published book, A Long Night’s Journey into Day. Eugene 
Jones Baldwin is a journalist, poet, playwright, and musician. Recent publications include A Black Soldier’s Letters 
Home: WWII (with James Killion III), and The Genehouse Chronicles, stories of nature and people of his native Alton. 
His plays have been produced in New York, Chicago, and regional theaters around the country. Water Brought Us and 
Water’s Gonna Take Us Away, commissioned by the National Park Service about the Underground Railroad in Illinois, 
was produced in 2002. A writer/producer for the 1990 National Tuskegee Airmen Oral History Project, Gene recently 
published a story in The Telegraph of Jerseyville’s Tuskegee Airmen, George and Arnold Cisco.
From the author: My book was born at the funeral of civil rights pioneer Josephine Beckwith, whom I had interviewed 
for The Telegraph. Judge Duane Bailey approached me and told me I was going to write about the history of Alton in 
the fifties, a subject about which I knew nothing. I told Judge Bailey I was the wrong color. He replied, “There is no 
color in justice.” In that same year, my great-great grandfather, William Holman Jones, a conductor on the Michigan 
Underground Railroad and friend of John Brown, spoke to me in a dream: “I have a story to tell.” James Baldwin, 
whose collected works are on my nightstand, speaks to me every night. Five years and countless interviews with 
families of civil rights leaders later, There is No Color in Justice, a personal journey, really is finished. This is that story.
Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program.



Little Art Show: An All-Ages Community Art Show
Join Hayner Library and Jacoby Arts Center in celebrating community and the joy of little things with a showcase of 
little artworks created by you! 
Starting in October, you can pick up a little canvas at any Hayner Library location or Jacoby Arts Center (while supplies 
last). If you’d like to supply your own canvas, please feel free to do so as long as it meets the size requirement. Create 
an artwork on your little canvas in any medium, whether it’s paint, collage, mixed-media, markers, found objects, or 
something else. Then, when your little art is complete, drop it off at Jacoby Arts Center no later than November 30. 
No art supplies? Stop by one of our Little Free Art Libraries and take what you can use! They are located at Alton City 
Hall, Milton Schoolhouse, Jacoby Arts Center, Olin Park, and the Boys and Girls Club of Alton. 
The exhibition will be showcased at Jacoby Arts Center from December through February, then at Hayner Library 
at Alton Square Mall through March. Jacoby Arts Center will host a closing reception with live music and light 
refreshments. The exhibition and reception are free to attend and open to all. 
Requirements: 
	 • All art must be on a canvas no bigger than 4 inches x 4 inches

• All art must be family-friendly (no nudity, weapons, swear words, etc.)
• Completed artworks must be dropped off at Jacoby Arts Center no later than November 30

Exhibition: 
December through February: Jacoby Arts Center 
March: Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall
Closing Reception: 
Friday, February 6, 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m., Jacoby Arts Center

Food for Fines: October Fine Amnesty Program 
Do you have some Hayner Library materials that got lost under the couch or in the trunk of your car? Food for Fines 
is an excellent opportunity to return those items to the library and avoid the accrued fines. From October 1 through 
October 31, patrons with overdue Hayner Library items can pay their fine with a canned food item. The library will 
donate the food items to Crisis Food Center in Alton. 
Library materials must be returned with food donations, at least one food item per overdue item. Only Hayner Library 
materials are eligible. Only non-expired, non-perishable food items are eligible for Food for Fines. 
Of course, even if you don’t have fines, please feel free to donate items to help others in our community. Fine amnesty 
is a great way to support critically important community organizations such as Crisis Food Center—and it is also an 
excellent opportunity to return “lost” materials to the library so that other patrons can check them out. Thank you for 
your support!

Banned Books Week
October 5 – October 11
For the last forty-three years, Banned Books Week has brought attention to the rising 
number of challenged books in schools, libraries, and bookstores. Each year, the ALA 
(American Library Association) and the Banned Books Week Coalition tracks the 
number of challenged books, releasing a list of the most challenged books of the year to 
increase awareness about censorship. 
This year’s Banned Books Week theme is Censorship Is So 1984. Read for Your Rights. Stop by Hayner Library at Alton 
Square Mall or the Downtown Library during Banned Books Week, pick up a banned/challenged book from one of 
our displays, and read for your rights!
Visit ala.org/bbooks to view current banned books and censorship data, look through the Top 10 lists, and more.



The 2025 Illinois Heartland Library System Library Crawl 
October 1 – October 31 
The Hayner Public Library District is happy to announce our participation in the Illinois Heartland Library System’s 
seventh annual Library Crawl. There are nearly 200 libraries in this year’s crawl! Participating in the Library Crawl is 
easy. Pick up an IHLS Library Crawl passport from any Hayner Library location, have your passport stamped by at 
least five participating libraries, and then return your passport to any Hayner Library location for a chance to win our 
grand prize drawing. 
All participating patrons who visit a Hayner Library location will receive a small prize (while supplies last). To show 
off where you have traveled, use #IHLSLibraryCrawl2025 on social media! 
The IHLS Library Crawl is a fun way for patrons within the Illinois Heartland Library System to visit other libraries 
and experience the vast array of library programming, collections, and services available in our state. 
Please note: Hayner Library cardholders can pick up and drop off their passports at any Hayner Library location. All 
other IHLS member library cardholders should pick up and drop off their passports at their home libraries. Only 
Hayner Library patrons are eligible to win our grand prize drawings of $50 gift cards to The Old Bakery Beer Company, 
Post Commons, and Bakers & Hale.

November is National Novel Writing Month!
During the month of November, writers are encouraged to focus on the length of a work rather than quality, attempting 
to write a complete rough draft. Nearly 400 novels written during National Novel Writing Month have been published 
by traditional publishing houses, including Water for Elephants by Sara Gruen, The Darwin Elevator by Jason M. 
Hough, and The Night Circus by Erin Morgenstern.
Each Sunday in November, Hayner Library will host a Writers Open House for those who want to participate in 
the challenge. Feel free to come and go as you please. We will provide a quiet space to write, writing tools, and 
refreshments; just bring along your ideas!
Sunday, November 2, 12:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday, November 9, 12:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Sunday, November 16, 12:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Sunday, November 23, 12:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Saturday, November 29, 10:00 am – 1:00 p.m.
Sunday, November 30, 12:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Recycle Your Outdoor Decorative Lights at Hayner Library 
January 2 – January 31
Is your basement, garage, or attic filled with tangled ropes of non-working holiday or outdoor string lights? If you’ve 
been hanging on to string lights with missing bulbs, burned-out sockets, or frayed wires because you don’t want them 
to end up in a landfill, but you’re not sure what to do with them—bring them to the library! 
During the month of January, drop off your old holiday or outdoor string lights at the Downtown Library or Hayner 
Library at Alton Square Mall, and we’ll make sure they get recycled. Stop by the library, toss your lights in the recycling 
bin, and you’re all set (maybe check out a book on your way out the door!). 
This program is a great way to ensure that the copper, plastic, and glass in your old lights are given a second life and 
don’t end up in a landfill. Patrons who recycle their lights will receive an eco-friendly bookmark (while supplies last)!



Wreaths Across America 2025
Wreaths Across America is a grassroots movement that began in 1992 by Morrill Worcester, a Maine businessman. 
The organization’s mission, “Remember, Honor, and Teach,” is carried out by wreath-laying ceremonies in cemeteries 
in all fifty states and beyond. The organization spreads its message about the importance of remembering the fallen, 
honoring those who serve, and teaching our children the value of freedom and sacrifices made by veterans and their 
families through wreath-laying ceremonies and other coordinated events.
Thanks to local volunteers, this organization and its mission have been active in Alton since 2007. On Saturday, 
December 13, 2025, our community will participate in this year’s national WAA event. The ceremony will begin at 
11:00 a.m. at the Alton National Cemetery, 600 Pearl Street, Alton, IL.
In 2024, through generous community donations, 560 wreaths were placed on the gravesites at our local national 
cemetery. Every dollar donated helps ensure that each veteran is remembered. You can help continue this tradition by 
donating to Wreaths Across America, P.O. Box 3081, Alton, IL 62002. The cost of each wreath is $17.00. 
Once again, our local WAA effort hopes to offer a limited number of wreaths for families or friends to honor their 
veteran loved one at other local cemeteries. These wreath reservations may be made starting Tuesday, November 11, 
2025, through Monday, December 1, 2025, by calling Sue Fitzgerald at (618) 530-1430.
Please consider supporting our community in carrying forward this mission, and join our nation in honoring our 
veterans, many of whom forfeited their own holiday celebrations for all of us.
For more information, call or email Margaret Hopkins at (618) 570-8804, or hopkins1014@sbcglobal.net.
To learn more, visit the WAA website at www.wreathsacrossamerica.org or follow their Facebook page, Wreaths Across 
America-Alton. 

Mango Languages
Want to learn a new language? Hayner Library now offers Mango Languages, an online resource for self-paced language 
learning with over seventy world languages, including ESL (English as a Second Language) and ASL (American Sign 
Language). 
Available as an app or from your desktop, Mango adapts to your unique learning style, so you can pick up on new 
vocabulary, intuit unfamiliar grammatical structure, and train your pronunciation, all while boosting your cultural 
IQ. Lessons include a mix of reading and listening activities – with native speaker audio – as well as interactive 
pronunciation practice that allows you to record yourself speaking and compare it with the target language audio. 
Similarly, the ASL course allows you to record video of yourself to practice and compare your signing and facial 
expressions.
For young children, try Little Pim, Mango’s video-based language courses featuring Little Pim, the cartoon panda. 
To get started, use the QR Code or search for Mango Languages in your app store. All you need is a Hayner Library 
card!
If you are using the app, create an account, then select “Search for Free Mango” when it asks you to select your 
subscription. Search by location, select “Hayner Public Library District,” then log in with your library card barcode 
number.
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401 State Street
Alton, Illinois 62002

Downtown Library (618) 462-0677 
Genealogy & Local History Library (618) 462-0677	
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall (618) 462-0677	
Administrative Office (618) 462-0677
Administrative Office FAX (618) 462-4919	

Hours of Operation
Downtown Library	
326 Belle Street, Alton
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Closed Sunday

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall 
132 Alton Square Mall Dr., Alton
Monday-Saturday, 8:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Sunday, 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Genealogy & Local History Library
401 State Street, Alton
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Closed Sunday

www.haynerlibrary.org

Paint the Town with Little Free Art Libraries! 
Hayner Library has partnered with Jacoby Arts Center and Lewis and Clark Community College’s YouthBuild 
program to install five Little Free Art Libraries throughout Alton! Each Little Free Art Library, carefully hand-built 
and weatherproofed by YouthBuild students and painted in collaboration with Jacoby Arts Center, will be stocked 
regularly with art books, art supplies, craft kits, and other artsy materials – all free to take and create with! The Little 
Free Art Libraries will be installed at Jacoby Arts Center (208 State Street), Olin Park (State Street near the intersection 
of State Street and West 9th Street), Boys and Girls Club of Alton (2512 Amelia Street), Milton Schoolhouse (1320 
Milton Road), and Alton City Hall (101 East 3rd Street).

Wowbrary — A Digital “New Book” Shelf in Your Inbox Each Week
Keep track of every new item added to the Hayner Library collection every week with Wowbrary, a free email newsletter. 
Published weekly, Wowbrary highlights top new books, DVDs, CDs, audiobooks, and even online magazines added 
to the Hayner Library collection during the week. Browsing categories include “Top 20 Choices,” along with other 
fiction and nonfiction lists for adults, teens, and children. What makes Wowbrary different from generic lists? It only 
highlights new materials added to the Hayner Library collection. Wowbrary makes new items easy to browse and 
allows you to immediately reserve any item that strikes your fancy. It is free, published weekly, and can be received as 
an email or RSS feed. Visit www.wowbrary.org and sign up today!


