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Little Free Art Libraries  
Hayner Library has partnered with Jacoby Arts Center and Lewis and Clark Community 
College’s YouthBuild Program to install five Little Free Art Libraries throughout Alton! 
Each Little Free Art Library, carefully hand-built and weatherproofed by YouthBuild 
students and painted in collaboration with Jacoby Arts Center, will be stocked regularly 
with art books, art supplies, craft kits, and other artsy materials – all free to take and 
create with! 
Keep an eye out for more information about this exciting project, including location 
and supply donation details.  

May is National Bike Month!
May 1 – May 31 
Donate your bicycle and support the community this National Bike Month! Madison 
County Transit (MCT) is celebrating National Bike Month by partnering with St. Louis 
BWorks and local libraries to collect used bicycles for donation! Throughout the month 
of May, you can drop off bicycles of any condition at the Downtown Library (326 Belle 
Street, Alton, IL). MCT will promptly pick up donations and deliver them to BWorks, 
where they will be refurbished and given to those in need. 

What is BWorks? 
St. Louis BWorks is a nonprofit organization that empowers youth through hands-on 
educational programs. Their Earn-A-Bike program teaches kids bicycle maintenance 
and safety, rewarding them with a bike of their own upon completion. BWorks is 
working to expand its efforts into Madison County, offering similar opportunities to 
children on this side of the river. 
By donating a bike, you’re helping provide transportation, independence, and learning 
opportunities to young riders in our community. As Dr. Maria Montessori said, “The 
greatest gifts we can give our children are the roots of responsibility and the wings of 
independence.” 
For more information, please contact MCT at (618) 797-4600 or email info@mct.org. 

Hayner Library Offers Weekly Email Newsletter  
Sign up for Hayner Library’s weekly email newsletter at www.haynerlibrary.org. Keep 
up to date with the week’s coming events, direct to your inbox!



New &
Forthcoming

Books

FICTION—
Abercrombie, Joe.  The Devils 
Allende, Isabel.  My Name Is 
Emilia del Valle 
Backman, Fredrik.  My Friends    
Baldacci, David.  Strangers in 
Time: A World War II Novel    
Battles, Brett.  Stuart Woods’ 
Finders Keepers (Stone Barrington)    
Brown, Rita Mae.  Sealed with a 
Hiss: A Mrs. Murphy Mystery    
Burke, James Lee.  Don’t Forget 
Me, Little Bessie     
Carr, Jack.  Cry Havoc (Tom 
Reece)    
Castle, Jayne.  It Takes a Psychic    
Center, Katherine.  The Love 
Haters   
Chiaverini, Jennifer.  The 
World’s Fair Quilt: An Elm Creek 
Quilts Novel    
Connelly, Michael.  Nightshade    
Connolly, John.  The Children of 
Eve: A Thriller (Charlie Parker)   
Constantine, Liv.  Don’t Open 
Your Eyes    
Cosby, S. A.  King of Ashes    
Dallas, Sandra.  Tough Luck    
De Rosnay, Tatiana.  Blonde 
Dust  
Deaver, Jeffery.  South of 
Nowhere (Colter Shaw)    
Du Brul, Jack.  Clive Cussler The 
Iron Storm    
Graham, Heather.  The Murder 
Machine    
Haigh, Jennifer.  Rabbit Moon    
Harmel, Kristin.  The Stolen Life 
of Colette Marceau    
Hart, Emilia.  The Sirens    
Henry, Emily.  Great Big 
Beautiful Life    
Hiaasen, Carl.  Fever Beach    
Hillerman, Anne.  Shadow of 
the Solstice: A Leaphorn, Chee & 
Manuelito Novel     
Horowitz, Anthony.  Marble 
Hall Murders    

Jackson, Lisa.  It Happened on 
the Lake    
Jance, J. A.  Overkill (Ali 
Reynolds)    
Jewell, Lisa.  Don’t Let Him In    
Jimenez, Abby.  Say You’ll 
Remember Me    
Johansen, Iris.  The Death Mask 
(Eve Duncan)    
Johnson, Craig.  Return to 
Sender: A Longmire Mystery    
Kelly, Martha Hall.  The 
Martha’s Vineyard Beach and Book 
Club   
King, Laurie R.  Knave of 
Diamonds (Mary Russell)    
King, Stephen.  Never Flinch    
Koontz, Dean.  Going Home in 
the Dark    
Lamb, Wally.  The River Is 
Waiting    
Lippman, Laura.  Murder Takes 
a Vacation    
Martin, Charles.  The Keeper     
McFadden, Freida.  The Tenant   
Monroe, Mary Alice.  Where the 
Rivers Merge   
Oates, Joyce Carol.  Fox    
Patterson, James.  25 Alive 
(Women’s Murder Club)    
Patterson, James.  2 Sisters 
Murder Investigations    
Patterson, James.  The First 
Gentleman: A Thriller    
Perkins-Valdez, Dolen.  Happy 
Land    
Preston, Douglas.  Badlands 
(Nora Kelly)    
Prose, Nita.  The Maid’s Secret: A 
Maid Novel     
Reid, Taylor Jenkins.  
Atmosphere: A Love Story    
Roberts, Nora.  Hidden Nature     
Rose, Jeneva.  The Perfect 
Divorce    
Sager, Riley.  With a Vengeance   
Shalvis, Jill.  The Love Fix 
(Sunrise Cove)    
Smith, Martin Cruz.  Hotel 
Ukraine: An Arkady Renko Novel   
Steel, Danielle.  A Mother’s Love    
Swanson, Peter.  Kill Your 
Darlings    
Taylor, Brad.  Into the Gray 
Zone (Pike Logan)     
Thayer, Nancy.  Summer Light 
on Nantucket    
Thayne, Raeanne.  The Lost 
Book of First Loves    

Walter, Jess.  So Far Gone   
Wayne White, Randy.  
Tomlinson’s Wake: A Doc Ford 
Novel  
Weiner, Jennifer.  The Griffin 
Sisters’ Greatest Hits    
Wendig, Chuck.  The Staircase in 
the Woods    
Woodward, M. P.  Tom Clancy 
Line of Demarcation (Jack Ryan Jr.)      

NONFICTION—
Atkinson, Rick.  The Fate of the 
Day: The War for America, Fort 
Ticonderoga to Charleston, 1777-
1780    
Bailey, Jason.  Gandolfini: Jim, 
Tony, and the Life of a Legend    
Barry, Dave.  Class Clown: The 
Memoirs of a Professional Wiseass: 
How I Went 77 Years Without 
Growing Up    
Belichick, Bill.  The Art of 
Winning: Lessons from My Life in 
Football 
Bezemek, Mike.  Mysteries of 
the National Parks: 35 Stories 
of Baffling Disappearances, 
Unexplained Phenomena, and 
More    
Brinkley, Christie.  Uptown Girl: 
A Memoir     
Chernow, Ron.  Mark Twain    
Dolan, Eamon.  The Power 
of Parting: Finding Peace and 
Freedom Through Family 
Estrangement     
Doyle, Glennon.  We Can Do 
Hard Things: Answers to Life’s 20 
Questions    
Edsel, Robert M.  Remember 
Us: American Sacrifice, Dutch 
Freedom, and a Forever Promise 
Forged in World War II 
Fraser, Caroline.  Murderland: 
Crime and Bloodlust in the Time 
of Serial Killers    
French Gates, Melinda.  The 
Next Day: Transitions, Change, and 
Moving Forward    
Friedman, Elias Weiss.  This 
Dog Will Change Your Life   
Grammer, Kelsey.  Karen: A 
Brother Remembers    
Greger, Michael.  The How Not 
to Age Cookbook: 100+ Recipes 
for Getting Healthier and Living 
Longer    
Gundry, Steven R., MD.  The 
Gut-Brain Paradox: Improve 
Your Mood, Clear Brain Fog, and 
Reverse Disease by Healing Your 
Microbiome    

Helms, Ed.  Snafu: The Definitive 
Guide to History’s Greatest 
Screwups    
Hollis, B. Dylan.  Baking Across 
America: A Vintage Recipe Road 
Trip    
Jaouad, Suleika.  The Book of 
Alchemy: A Creative Practice for 
an Inspired Life   
Jones, Sheinelle.  Through 
Mom’s Eyes: Simple Wisdom 
from Mothers Who Raised 
Extraordinary Humans    
Kessler, David A.  Diet, Drugs, 
and Dopamine: The New Science 
of Achieving a Healthy Weight  
Knowles, Tina.  Matriarch: A 
Memoir    
Leslie, Ian.  John & Paul: A Love 
Story in Songs    
Lillien, Lisa.  Hungry Girl Sheet 
Pan Cookbook: One-Pan Wonders 
Under 400 Calories    
McRaven, William H.  
Conquering Crisis: Ten Lessons to 
Learn Before You Need Them     
Moseley Braun, Carol.  
Trailblazer: Perseverance in Life 
and Politics   
Moyer, Melinda Wenner.  
Hello, Cruel World!: Science-Based 
Strategies for Raising Terrific Kids 
in Terrifying Times   
Pagels, Elaine.  Miracles and 
Wonder: The Historical Mystery 
of Jesus     
Patterson, James.  The #1 Dad 
Book: Be the Best Dad You Can Be    
Perricone, Nicholas.  The 
Beauty Molecule: Introducing 
Neuroceuticals, the Breakthrough 
for Ageless Beauty    
Rebanks, James.  The Place of 
Tides    
Shriver, Maria.  I Am Maria: 
My Reflections and Poems on 
Heartbreak, Healing, and Finding 
Your Way Home    
Smith, Maggie.  Dear Writer: Pep 
Talks & Practical Advice for the 
Creative Life     
Swenson, Kate.  Autism Out 
Loud: Life with a Child on the 
Spectrum, from Diagnosis to 
Young Adulthood    
Viorst, Judith.  Making the 
Best of What’s Left: When We’re 
Too Old to Get the Chairs 
Reupholstered     
Young, Michelle.  The Art Spy: 
The Extraordinary Untold Tale 
of WWII Resistance Hero Rose 
Valland  



Spring 2025 Activities

Stories with Panda Bear: Ages 2-5 
Downtown Library 
10:00 a.m. 
Tuesdays, April 1, 8, 15, 22, 29; May 6, 13 

Baby Lap-Sit Story Time: Ages 0-2 
Downtown Library 
10:00 a.m. 
Wednesdays, April 2, 16, 23, 30; May 7, 14 

Books and Busy Bees Story Time: Ages 3-6 
10:00 a.m. 
Thursdays, April 3, 10, 17, 24; May 1, 8, 15 

Story Time at Lucy Haskell’s Playhouse:  
Ages 2-6 
1211 Henry Street, Alton, IL
10:00 a.m. 
Fridays, April 11; May 9 

Bite Size Science: Ages 7-11 
Fridays, April 4; May 2 
Kits available for pick-up until gone.  
Call (618) 433-2881 to reserve a kit.  

Make-or-Take Crafts: Ages 3-7 
Mondays, April 7; May 5 
Kits available for pick-up until gone.  

Lego Club: Ages 6-12 
4:00 p.m. 
Tuesdays, April 8; May 13

KidsSpace Egg Hunt: Ages 2-12 
Monday, April 14 – Saturday, April 19 

StoryWalk Opens at The Nature Institute 
Tuesday, April 1 

KidsSpace Treasure Hunts: All Ages 
Available every day in April and May  

1000 Books Before Kindergarten: Ages 0-5 
Visit haynerlibrary.beanstack.org or download the 
Beanstack mobile app to participate!

Reading Dragons: Ages 6-12 
Visit haynerlibrary.beanstack.org or download the 
Beanstack mobile app to participate! 

Unless otherwise noted, all programs will be held at Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall. Due to the Summer 
Reading Program, there will be no programming Monday, May 19, through Saturday, May 31, 2025. 

Summer Reading registration and programming  
begin Monday, June 2, 2025. To register, go to  
haynerlibrary.beanstack.org or download the Beanstack 
mobile app. Everyone who registers by the end of the day 
June 2, 2025, will be entered for a chance to win a Summer 
Reading Program-themed basket. 
All Summer Reading Program activities will take place at 
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall unless otherwise noted. 

Mondays 
Press Start for Art: Ages 2-6 
10:00 a.m. 
June 2, 9, 16, 23, 30; July 7

Tuesdays 
Stories and Art: Ages 2-6  
Downtown Library
10:00 a.m. 
June 3, 10, 17, 24; July 1, 8 

Wednesdays 
Performer: All Ages  
Performance Room at Alton Square Mall 
10:00 a.m.  
June 4: Science Heroes: Adventure of the Missing Color 
June 11: Swords & Roses: Going for the Gold 
June 18: Marko Polo Music 
June 25: Circus Kaput: Mermaid Magic: A Colorful Tail 
July 2: Enchanted Events: Island Princess visit 
July 9: We Like to Party: Mario & Luigi visit 

Thursdays 
Making the Game Science Workshop: Ages 6-12 
10:00 a.m. 
June 5, 12, 26; July 3 

Treasure Quest Treasure Hunt: All Ages 
All Day 
June 5, 12, 26; July 3 

2025 Kids Summer Reading Program 
“Level Up at Your Library”

2024 Kids Summer Reading Program
“Read, Renew, Repeat”

All Summer Reading Program activities will take place at Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall unless otherwise noted.



KidsSpace Side Quest:  Ages 6-12 
All day, every day!

Last Day to Record Reading in Beanstack 
Wednesday, July 9 

Teen Crime Stoppers 
4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesdays, April 2; May 7 

Teen Lego Challenge 
4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 30 

Take-Home Kit Pick-Up 
All Day 
Mondays, April 7; May 5 

Teen Advisory Board 
4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 9 

Draw to Impress 
4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Wednesdays, April 16; May 14 

Teen Easter Egg Hunt 
4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 23 

YA Fridays 
4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Fridays, April 11, 18, 25; May 2, 9, 16 

Spring 2025 Activities
Unless otherwise noted, all programs are for ages 12-18 and will take place in the  

Hayner Library Teen Center at Alton Square Mall. Call (618) 433-2872 for more information.

This year’s Teen Summer Reading Program, “Level 
Up at Your Library,” will get teens pumped up about 
reading and gaming! The theme gives participants the 
opportunity to read some fantastic books and participate 
in some exciting challenges to earn prizes. Participants 
can register at haynerlibrary.beanstack.org or on the 
Beanstack mobile app. All participants who continue 
over the four-week program will be entered into a 
drawing for themed prize baskets full of iREAD apparel, 
gift cards, and books. 
All Summer Reading Program activities will take place 
in the Hayner Library Teen Center at Alton Square Mall, 
located in the Performance Room on the upper level, 
unless otherwise noted. Call Megan at (618) 433-2872 
for more information. 
 
 

 

Mondays - Crafts 
4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
June 2: Dragon Egg  
June 9: Tetris Magnet  
June 16: DIY Board Game: Lazy Susan 
June 23: Controller Button Coaster  
June 30: Mario Diamond Art Stickers 

Wednesdays - Games 
4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
June 4: Live Action Monopoly  
June 11: Grannies Bingo 
June 18: Giant Board Games 
June 25: Five Nights at Freddy’s Live Action Game 
July 2: Giant Twister 

Teen Party 
2:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Monday, July 7 
Enjoy a free book, snacks, and a Murder Mystery 
presented by Happy Faces Entertainment! 

2025 Teen Summer Reading Program 
“Level Up at Your Library”

End-of-the-Summer-Reading-Program Party: All Ages 
Performance Room at Alton Square Mall 
5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.  
Thursday, July 10 
Celia’s Sing-Along Dance Party 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.  
Treats by Mo’z Sweet Treats



Food for Fido: April Fine Amnesty Program  
Do you have some Hayner Library materials that got lost under the couch or in the back seat of your car? Food for Fido 
is an excellent opportunity to return those items to the library and avoid the accrued fines. 
Hayner Library’s fine amnesty program, Food for Fido, will take place from April 1 through April 30, 2025. During this 
period, patrons with overdue Hayner Library items can pay their fine with pet food and care items. Library materials 
must be returned at the same time you donate the pet care items. We ask that you bring at least one non-expired pet 
food item or one new (unused) pet care item for each overdue library item. This program applies only to overdue 
Hayner Library materials. The library will donate the pet care items to the Alton Area Animal Aid Association (5As).  
Food for Fido is a great way to support community organizations such as the 5As, and it is also an excellent opportunity 
to return “lost” materials to the library so that other patrons can check them out. Thank you for your support!

Puzzle Exchange — Swap Jigsaw Puzzles at Hayner Library  
Do you love jigsaw puzzles? Then stop by Hayner Library and swap jigsaw puzzles with other puzzle-loving patrons! 
The Downtown Library and Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall have an assortment of jigsaw puzzles available for 
patrons to swap. The puzzles do not have to be checked out. Simply bring your finished or unwanted puzzles to the 
library and leave with a new one! We will also accept puzzle donations for the puzzle exchange, even if you don’t 
want to take a new one home. Please note: The number of puzzles available during the program’s duration will vary 
depending upon the number of puzzles donated.

National Library Week 2025: Drawn to the Library 
April 6 – April 12 
People across the country visit their local library each week, from young families stopping in for story time to 
seniors searching for tech help or their next page-turning read. Plot your next library visit to Hayner Library and 
find adventure by browsing the stacks or joining one of our book clubs. Trace your family history with our library’s 
genealogy resources. Make your mark and get involved with your library by volunteering or spreading the word. 
Whatever draws you in, the library has something for everyone! 
To celebrate National Library Week, we will be hosting a drawing contest for three age groups: kids (ages 2-12), young 
adults (ages 13-17), and adults (ages 18+). Hayner Library patrons are invited to submit a drawing of their favorite 
book character for a chance to win an art-themed prize! 
How to Enter: 
	 • In Person: Drop off your drawing at any Hayner Library location (we’ll make a copy, and you can keep your  
	    original). 
	 • Online: Share your drawing in the comments of the National Library Week contest Facebook post. 
Rules: 
	 • Drawings must be appropriate for all ages. Any offensive or inappropriate content will be disqualified. 
	 • Entries can be created in any medium. 
Deadline: All entries must be submitted by April 13, 2025. 
Hayner Library staff will select three finalists from each age group whose drawings will be displayed at Hayner Library 
at Alton Square Mall and the Downtown Library. Patrons can vote for the winner from the finalists in each group. 
Voting will take place April 18 – April 30. Winners will be announced May 1.  



June is Audiobook Appreciation Month! 
Whether you fill your commute with fiction, get to know famous figures while you cook, or work out to the tune of a 
self-help bestseller, many of us love to read with our ears. But it’s not just the convenience of reading hands-free that 
makes audiobooks so great! We also love audiobooks because they make reading accessible, improve literacy, engage 
emerging readers, and help us practice our listening skills.  
Hayner Library provides a number of different platforms for listening to audiobooks, both physical and digital: 
Libby & CloudLibrary – Libby and CloudLibrary are apps that allow you to borrow e-books and audiobooks with your 
library card! Libby is available for iOS, Android, and Amazon Fire tablets. CloudLibrary is available for iOS, Google, 
and Amazon Fire tablets. Just search your app store for “Libby” or “CloudLibrary” to get started. 
Audiobooks on CD & Playaways – Playaways are media players that are pre-loaded with an audiobook. No internet 
required! Just plug in to headphones or any sound system with an AUX cable to start listening. You’ll find audiobook 
CDs and Playaways at both the Downtown and Alton Square Mall locations of Hayner Library.  
Each of these platforms and formats includes audiobooks for kids, teens, and adults, so the whole family can get in on 
the fun! 
If you have questions about audiobooks or how to use any of the platforms listed above, please reach out to  
reference@haynerlibrary.org or call (618) 462-0677, ext. 2845. 

Shelf Care: A Book Club That Happens Whenever, Wherever!
Always wanted to join a book club and connect with other readers but haven’t been able to make the time? We invite 
you to join Shelf Care, our virtual book club!  
Shelf Care is asynchronous: there are no meetings or dedicated discussion times! All discussion takes place online in 
our Shelf Care Facebook Group, so participation is entirely on your time and in your space – whenever and wherever 
that may be.  
We read one book every other month, focusing on literary and contemporary fiction.   
Use the QR Code to join us on Facebook: 

Illinois Libraries Present
The Hayner Public Library District has partnered with Illinois Libraries Present* to bring you exciting, high-profile 
virtual events featuring bestselling authors and nationally-recognized presenters. These events are 100% online, so you 
can attend from the comfort of your own home – or wherever you’d like!
Coming Up:
Saturday, May 3, at 2:00 p.m. – Art and Adventures with Author/Illustrator Dan Santat (Youth Program) 
Tuesday, May 13, at 7:00 p.m. – Poverty: A Discussion with Matthew Desmond 
Registration is required to attend these virtual events. Find registration information and more for each event on our 
events calendar at haynerlibrary.org.
*These events are made possible by Illinois Libraries Present, a statewide collaboration among public libraries offering 
premier events. Illinois Libraries Present is funded in part by a grant awarded by the Illinois State Library, a Department 
of the Office for the Secretary of State, using funds provided by the U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services, 
under the provisions of the Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA).



 
 New in Our Illinois Room

Alton Senior High School class of 1957: Class Reunion -- 25 
years, July 31, 1982. IR LOCKED CASES 373.77386 ALT 

Bethalto Elementary School District, Bethalto, Illinois.  
IR LOCKED CASES 372.77386 BET 1970-71 

City of Alton: Lincoln Interpretive Panels: Schematic Design 
(2007). IR 977.386 CIT 

Creative Flow by George Humbert (1994). IR 811.54 HUM  

Dear Ruby, Hear Our Hearts by Ruby Bridges (2024).  
IR j379.263 BRI 

The First Battle: A Story of the Campaign of 1896 by William 
Jennings Bryan (1896). IR 973.8 BRY 

[Hartford vertical file]. IR VERTICAL FILE HARTFORD 

A History of Twelfth Street Presbyterian Church. 1855-2006. 
IR 285.977386 TWE 

The History of Wood River Illinois published by the Wood River 
Diamond Jubilee Committee, (1985).  IR 977.386 HIS 

Illinois Negro Historymakers by Carl G. Hodges (1969).  
IR 973.0469073 ILL 

[Illinois State Penitentiary Convict Register]. #1 to 319: 
August 28th, 1833 - December 31st, 1841. IR 365.977386 ILL 

[Illinois State Penitentiary Convict Register]. #320 to 648: 
January 1st, 1842 - May 5th, 1847. IR 365.977386 ILL 

Illinois State Penitentiary Convict Register. No. 3: May 15, 
1847 - December 31, 1854, Register Nos. 649-1644 prepared 
and edited by Center for American Archeology Press (1999).  
IR 365.977386 ILL 

[Long Family vertical file]. IR VERTICAL FILE LONG FAMILY 

[Principia College vertical file]. IR VERTICAL FILE PRINCIPIA 
COLLEGE 

[Roxana and South Roxana vertical file]. IR VERTICAL FILE 
ROXANA AND SOUTH ROXANA 

Shantyboats and Roustabouts: The River Poor of St. Louis, 
1875-1930 by Gregg Andrews (2023). IR 977.8660086942 AND 

The Story of the Fosterburg Tornado, March 18, 1948 
[videorecording] (2023). IR DVD 551.5530973 STO 

Twelfth Street Presbyterian Church: Directory (2010).  
IR 285.977386 TWE 2010 

Branching Out 2025: 
Genealogy Classes 
The Hayner Genealogy & Local History 
Library offers Branching Out classes at the 
Genealogy & Local History Library, 401 
State Street, Alton, IL. 
Branching Out classes take place on the 
second and third Thursdays of each month 
from 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
On the second Thursday of each month, 
library staff presents a discussion of a 
genealogy research topic. On the third 
Thursday, we gather around the fireplace, 
and everyone gets a chance to share family 
stories, photos, and projects. We learn from 
each other and have some laughs too! 
April 10 - Sharing and Learning on  
Social Media 
April 17 - Discussion Group 
May 8 - Ancestry.com: Research Records, 
Build Family Trees, DNA 
May 15 - Discussion Group 
June 12 - FamilySearch.org: Research, the 
WIKI, and FamilyTree 
June 26 - Discussion Group 
Branching Out classes and discussion group 
meetings will continue throughout 2025 
on the second and third Thursdays of each 
month. 
Just getting started with genealogy and not 
sure if these classes are right for you? Call or 
email the Genealogy & Local History Library 
to schedule an individual appointment. 
We will review your information and 
help you determine what to do next. Call  
(618) 462-0677, ext. 2892, or email 
genealogy@haynerlibrary.org. 



Join us for our Spring 2025 special events. These events are great for all ages, and they’re all free of charge! Most 
programs require registration. To register, please call 1-800-613-3163.

REMINDER: Program registration often fills up and rolls over to a waiting list. If you are not going to attend a 
program for which you are registered, please call 1-800-613-3163 and let us know. We will fill your reservation with 
a name from the waiting list.

SPECIAL EVENTS AT HAYNER
All library special events are funded by grants and/or 
private endowment. Photos may be taken during library 
programs. Your enrollment in our programs will be as-
sumed as your consent to allow the library the right to 
use these photos in promotional material.

Yarn Bombers Workshop with the Riverbend Yarn Bombers 
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room 
Wednesday, April 2: Granny Square Chickens 
Wednesday, June 4: Plant Pockets 
5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.  

Join the Riverbend Yarn Bombers for a fiber arts workshop! Each workshop will begin with a brief demonstration, 
followed by time to work on your own creation while chatting and learning tips and techniques.   
No materials and just a beginner? No problem! Supplies and support will be available to you. Attendees are also 
welcome to bring their own materials. 
No registration is required, and all skill levels are welcome. 

X’s and Sews: A Crafting Program 
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room  
Tuesdays, April 1, 15, and 29; May 13 and 27; June 10 and 24, 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Calling all crafters! Pack up your portable craft and join us for X’s and Sews, our crafting program designed to 
encourage all crafters to come and work on their projects while listening to relaxing music, sipping on a glass of 
lemonade, and chatting with fellow crafters. All crafts are welcome—embroidery, knitting, crocheting, drawing, 
scrapbooking, cross-stitching, jewelry making, origami, quilting, woodcarving…you name it! If your craft can be 
transported with ease, come join us if you please! We can’t wait to meet everyone and see what you are creating. No 
registration is necessary. 

Hayner Cookbook Club 
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room  
Tuesday, April 22, 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.: Cinco de Mayo—Early!  
Cookbook Selection: The Mexican Vegetarian Cookbook by Margarita Carrillo Arronte 

Tuesday, June 17, 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.: Summer Food Season Kick-Off  
Cookbook Selection: TBD 

Get ready to try something new! To participate, stop by the circulation desk at Hayner Library at Alton Square 
Mall, choose your favorite recipe from the cookbook on display, and register on the sign-up sheet. Hayner Library 
staff will mark your recipe and make a copy for you to take home. Create your masterpiece and bring it to share at 
the Cookbook Club event! Please bring a copy of your recipe to display next to your delicious creation. Coffee, tea, 
water, plates, and utensils will be provided. Bon appétit!

The cookbooks will be on display at the circulation desk at Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall during the months 
of April and June. 



Writers Circle 
For the novice and the experienced: Join us for a writing prompt to get creativity flowing and receive constructive 
feedback from your peers in a guided group discussion. 
The focus genre of our Writers Circle will change every month, so be sure to check in!  
Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program. Registration is limited to ten people. 
In Response  
Lewis and Clark Community College Hatheway Cultural Center Gallery 
Saturday, April 19, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  
Join us at the Lewis and Clark Community College Student Art Exhibition to get inspired by local artists! 

Story Garden 
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room 
Saturday, May 31, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Inside Out 
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room 
Saturday, June 28, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

Adventures with Audubon — Brian “Fox” Ellis 
Genealogy & Local History Library, 401 State Street, Alton, IL 
Friday, April 11, 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
Spend an hour in the studio of one of America’s greatest naturalists and wildlife artists. Listen to tales of his adventures 
as he finishes something no one has ever accomplished before: drawing every bird in North America. John James 
Audubon will enchant you with stories of his travels and travails in the wildest places on the planet. He will celebrate 
the natural history of North America as he saw it in the early 1800s. Audubon will bring to life bird behavior, focusing 
on the birds you are most likely to see as you go bird watching in this area. With lessons on field ecology, the scientific 
method, art history, and bird migration, the audience is invited to imitate birds and discuss the life histories of their 
favorite feathered friends. 
Storyteller Brian “Fox” Ellis portrays Audubon in these entertaining and meticulously researched monologues drawing 
from Audubon’s journals, essays, and letters to his friends and colleagues. This program was developed with a grant 
from the USFWS as part of their celebration of the 100th anniversary of the National Wildlife Refuge System. Fox 
has performed as Audubon in museums, nature centers, schools, and libraries across the United States, including 
Audubon’s home in Henderson, Kentucky. 
This event is made possible through The Hayner Public Library District’s proud partnership with The Nature Institute 
(https://www.thenatureinstitute.org/).
Seating is limited. Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program. 

Compassionate Connections: Harp Music for the Soul 
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room 
Tuesday, April 8, at 6:30 p.m. 
Join Amy (Conrady) Camie in a heart-opening musical experience of inspired original melodies and beautiful 
familiar favorites that create bridges of compassionate connections within and around us. Amy Camie is a Godfrey 
native, professional harpist, certified therapeutic clinical musician, recording artist, speaker, and two-time breast 
cancer thriver. As a pioneer in the field of harp therapy, she has coauthored several pilot studies demonstrating 
the effects of her music on brainwave and immune system function, pain, and anxiety levels. Amy’s music is used 
throughout the country in hospitals, cancer centers, and hospices and for general relaxation and stress reduction. 
Her inspired music relaxes the body, calms the mind, and gently soothes the soul. As one woman said, “You touch 
others in such a deep place with your music because it comes from such a deep place inside of you.” 
Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program.



Spring Reading Retreat 
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room 
Friday, May 9, 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.  
Grab a book and head to Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall for the Spring Reading Retreat! Sip on a refreshing 
fruity drink, enjoy a snack, and create your own spring wreath while chatting with others about your current read or 
one from the past. You are welcome to bring your own drinks and snacks as well. 
Not sure what to read? Clear up your “to be read” list, check out a library book before you join us, use this time to 
finish a super long book you’ve been intimidated by, read a few short stories, or cycle through a few books four or five 
chapters at a time. If you still don’t know what to read, be sure to check out one of our book displays on your way in. 
This is an open house-style program, so feel free to stay for a short while or the entire time. Registration is limited to 
twenty patrons. 
Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program. 

Taps & Tomes: Hayner Library’s Book Club at The Old Bakery 
Beer Company 
The Old Bakery Beer Company, 400 Landmarks Boulevard, Alton, IL  
Thursday, May 1: The Lion Women of Tehran by Marjan Kamali 
Social Hour: 6:00 p.m. Book Discussion: 7:00 p.m. 

We’d love for you to join us for a drink and discussion of our May book selection, The Lion Women of Tehran, by 
Marjan Kamali. Our social hour starts at 6:00 p.m., with the book discussion beginning at 7:00 p.m. Participants are 
welcome to join us for both the social hour and the book discussion or just the discussion. The Taps & Tomes book 
selections can be checked out at Hayner Library and are also available through the CloudLibrary and OverDrive Libby 
digital platforms. No registration is required. 

Lemp Mansion Legends and Ghost Stories 
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room 
Tuesday, April 22, 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
Join us for an evening of legend or lore about one of St. Louis’s most haunted landmarks, as told by local historian Betsy 
Burnett-Belanger. Betsy Burnett-Belanger has had a twenty-eight-year relationship with the historic Lemp Mansion, 
which remains one of the top haunted places in the United States. Betsy is well-versed in the haunted history of the 
famous mansion and is now the resident paranormal investigator and historian. Betsy has been featured in many 
paranormal television shows and books about ghosts and ghost-hunting.  
Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program. 

An Evening with Thomas Jefferson 
Genealogy & Local History Library, 401 State Street, Alton, IL
Friday, May 9, at 6:00 p.m.

The library is honored to welcome back Kurt Smith, the official Thomas Jefferson of Colonial Williamsburg, for “An 
Evening with Thomas Jefferson.” Smith will present a lecture as Jefferson and then answer questions in character. 
Kurt Smith is one of two men in the world who make their living full-time by portraying Thomas Jefferson. He has 
portrayed Jefferson for U.S. Supreme Court justices, the U.S. Congress, state governors, state supreme court chief 
justices, federal cabinet members, presidential candidates, and royalty around the globe. He has been acclaimed in 
articles and media from The Washington Post to The Ellen DeGeneres Show.
This free event is made possible with funding from the Lewis & Clark Society of America. 
Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program. 



Family Line Dancing  
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room 
Wednesdays, May 21 and June 11, 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

Join Michael Wooton from Effervescent Studios for a four-session variety line dancing class, suitable for ages ten and 
up. The one-hour class teaches the latest line dances, preparing participants for upcoming outings with family and 
friends.  
Limited space is available. Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program. 

Bob Dylan Tribute  
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room 
Wednesday, May 14, 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

Join us for an evening featuring renowned blues guitarist Steve Vogel and iconic singer-songwriter and storyteller Bob 
Case. Bob was influenced by Dylan in his early teens and saw Dylan as an example of what it meant to be an artist 
for his generation. Traveling through the South during the Folk Revival of the 60s, Bob learned directly from country 
blues artists Bukka White, Fury Lewis, Sleepy John Estes, and Mississippi Fred McDowell. 
Growing up in St. Louis on weekends, bluegrass and country music were everywhere to be found. Bob blended all 
these styles together, creating an understanding of roots music to build a musical career. 
Moving to Boston in the early 1970s, Bob hooked up with slide guitarist J.B. Hutto, playing bass, touring, and recording 
with J.B. on the 1980s W.C. Handy Blues award-winning album Keeper of The Flame. 
What Bob Case knows he learned directly from the artist who created it. During this time, Dylan’s music was a musical stew 
of traditional roots music, rock ‘n’ roll, country, gospel, and pop. Simultaneously, his song ideas addressed the perplexities 
of our time with questions and ideas that needed to be answered. Bob Dylan was a major influence on all of us! 
Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program.

Dueling Pianos 
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room 
Tuesday, June 3, 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

Two pianists will alternately play and sing songs the audience requests during this performance. The players will joke 
around and offer humorous commentary. This performance will be energetic and lively for all ages! Remember to 
bring your list of songs.  
Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program. 
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Downtown Library (618) 462-0677 
Genealogy & Local History Library (618) 462-0677	
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall (618) 462-0677	
Administrative Office (618) 462-0677
Administrative Office FAX (618) 462-4919	

Hours of Operation
Downtown Library	
326 Belle Street, Alton
Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Saturday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Closed Sunday

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall 
132 Alton Square Mall Dr., Alton
Monday-Saturday, 8:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Sunday, 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Genealogy & Local History Library
401 State Street, Alton
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday, 12:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Closed Sunday

www.haynerlibrary.org

Adult Spring Scavenger Hunt  
Join us for our 2025 Adult Spring Scavenger Hunt! Hayner Library patrons ages eighteen and older can enter to win 
fun prizes by participating in a scavenger hunt around town and at Hayner Library locations! Patrons will receive a 
raffle ticket for each item found in the scavenger hunt and an additional five raffle tickets for completing the sheet.  
This program will run through the month of April. The winners will be drawn on May 1. Prizes include a window bird 
feeder, a wicker indoor/outdoor swinging chair, and a raised planter. 
Register at the circulation desk at Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall or the Downtown Library starting April 1! 

Native Pollinator Garden at Hayner Library 
Downtown Library Parking Lot, Corner of Belle Street & W. 4th Street 
Sunday, May 18, at 12:30 p.m. 

Want to learn about local native plants and how to attract pollinators to your garden? Join us as we plant a new native 
pollinator garden at Hayner Library! We’re partnering with The Sierra Club to plant beds located in our Downtown 
Library parking lot, beautifying the space and making it welcoming for bees and butterflies. Together we’ll prepare the 
soil and get hands-on with native plants, learning about their benefits and the types of pollinators they attract. 
We’ll meet in the Downtown Library parking lot at 12:30 p.m. Please bring any gardening tools you find useful. There 
will be tools available for beginners, but supplies are limited. 
No registration is required. All skill levels and gardening experience are welcome. 


