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In January, Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library was launched in
Madison County, and Hayner Library is proud to be one of the local
agencies that has partnered in the worthwhile cause to bring free books
to young children in our county.

In 1995, Dolly Parton launched her Imagination Library to benefit the children of Sevier
County, her home county in East Tennessee. The program was established as a tribute to
her father, Robert Lee Parton, who never learned to read or write. Dolly’s vision was to
foster a love of reading among her county’s preschool children and their families. Over
the years, the program has expanded to all fifty states, the United Kingdom, Canada,
and Australia. In February 2025, the Imagination Library celebrated gifting over 270
million books since its inception!

Reading is essential for children; it boosts cognitive development, fosters language
acquisition, and strengthens emotional intelligence. Regular reading habits improve
academic performance, enhance creativity, and build vocabulary. It acts as a foundation
for school success, critical thinking, and empathy.

All children in Madison County, ages birth to five years old, are eligible to enroll in
Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library. Once enrolled, children will receive a free book in
the mail every month until their fifth birthday.

Enrollment in Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library is easy! To enroll, visit
www.imaginationlibrary.com, click on the “Check Availability” icon at the bottom of
the screen, and follow the prompts. Please be aware that the turnaround for receiving
the first book is approximately six to eight weeks from registration. Each child in a
family can be enrolled in the Imagination Library.

Share the joy of reading with the children in your life—register them for Dolly Parton’s
Imagination Library today!

All Hayner Library Locations
Monday, June 1 - Sunday, June 14

Stop by any Hayner Library location between Monday, June 1, and Sunday, June 14, and
decorate a red, white, or blue paper cutout in the shape of Illinois. The cutouts will be
used to decorate all three Hayner Library locations for our America 250 celebration.



Did you know that you have free, unlimited access to over fifty online resources and databases with your Hayner
Library card? Whether you are working on a research project, interested in learning a new language, or just want to
read the newspaper (yes, today’s newspaper!), our digital collection covers a wide array of topics to meet your needs
and interests.

Hayner Library’s online resources include:

A to Z World Food: More than 7,000 traditional recipes from 174 countries, along with thousands of ingredient, food
culture, and reference articles.

Auto Repair Source: Repair information and schedules, diagrams, parts and labor estimates, service alerts, and recalls
for thousands of vehicles.

Britannica Library: Online encyclopedia with customized experiences for children, young adults, and adults.
CreativeBug: Award-winning, high-quality HD instructional videos for on-trend arts and crafts.

Explora: A trustworthy database search engine for finding articles and facts for research papers, class projects, or
homework.

LearningExpress: Practice tests, tutorials, e-books, and flashcards for GED and college prep, job certification tests,
U.S. citizenship, and more.

Mango Languages: Self-paced language learning courses for over seventy world languages, plus ASL and other
specialty courses.

NewsBank: A comprehensive collection of newspapers and news sources, including The Telegraph.

Small Business Source: Tools and instructions, including a start-up kit and sample business plans, that address a wide
range of small business topics.

Teen Health ¢ Wellness: A self-help resource for teens on topics such as health, drugs and alcohol, mental health,
bullying, and more.

Hayner Library cardholders have 24/7 access to these resources and more for at-home use. They are also available to
non-Hayner Library cardholders at all three Hayner Library locations during normal library hours.

To find them, visit tinyurl.com/hayneronline

Mental Health Awareness Month is observed each May to help destigmatize conversations around mental health,
educate the public, and show support for those who suffer with mental illness.

According to the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI), more than one in five U.S. adults experience mental
illness each year, and more than one in seven U.S. youth ages six to seventeen have a mental health disorder.

During the month of May;, visit Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall or the Downtown Library and pick up a Mental
Health Awareness pin (while supplies last) and a copy of Hayner Library’s Directory of Community Mental Health
Resources.

Do you love jigsaw puzzles? Then stop by Hayner Library and swap jigsaw puzzles with other puzzle-loving patrons!
The Downtown Library and Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall have an assortment of jigsaw puzzles available for
patrons to swap. The puzzles do not have to be checked out. Bring your completed or unwanted puzzles to the library
and leave with a new one! We will also accept puzzle donations for the puzzle exchange, even if you don’t want to take
a new one home. Please note: The number of puzzles available during the program’s duration will vary depending on
the number of puzzles donated.



Hayner Library has partnered with Illinois Libraries Present* to bring you exciting, high-profile virtual events featuring
bestselling authors and nationally recognized presenters. These events are completely online, so you can attend from
the comfort of your own home - or wherever youd like!

Mark your calendar for these upcoming events:

Cristina Henriquez: Voice, Culture, and Human Connection
Thursday, April 16, 7:00 p.m.

Join critically acclaimed, bestselling author Cristina Henriquez for a compelling conversation about her work.
Henriquez’s newest book, The Great Divide, is a moving exploration of the people who lived, loved, and labored during
the construction of the Panama Canal.

Babel On with R.F. Kuang
Tuesday, May 19, 7:00 p.m.

R.E. Kuang’s genre-bending fiction broaches ordinarily serious topics from a satirical and fantastical perspective.
Academic yet approachable, Kuang’s work combines history, magic, and classical literary tradition to render powerful
critiques of academia, the publishing industry, and even contemporary popular culture.

Registration is required to attend these virtual events. Find registration information and more for each event on our
Events Calendar at www.haynerlibrary.org. Please note that registration for each event now closes at 5:00 p.m. on the
day of the event.

*These events are made possible by Illinois Libraries Present, a statewide collaboration among public libraries offering
premier events. Illinois Libraries Present is funded in part by a grant awarded by the Illinois State Library, a Department
of the Office for the Secretary of State, using funds provided by the U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services,
under the provisions of the Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA).

Join us for our 2026 Adult Spring Scavenger Hunt! Hayner Library patrons ages eighteen and older can enter to win
fun prizes by participating in a scavanger hunt around town and within Hayner Library locations! Patrons will receive
a raffle ticket for each item found in the scavenger hunt and an additional five raffle tickets for completing the sheet.

This program will run through the month of April, with the winning tickets being pulled on Friday, May 1. Prizes
include a hiking kit, an Amazon Fire HD 10 tablet, and a book binding and book edge stencil kit!

Register at the Circulation Desk at Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall or the Downtown Library starting April 1!
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Andrews, Mary Kay. Road Trip

Armstrong, Kelley. An
Ordinary Sort of Evil (Rip
Through Time)

Baldacci, David. Hope Rises

Battles, Brett. Stuart Woods’
Deep Water (Stone Barrington)

Benedict, Marie. A Pair of Aces

Benjamin, Melanie. The
Windsor Affair

Brennan, Allison. Whisper
Creek: A Thriller

Brown, Graham. Clive Cussler
Cold Fire (NUMA Files)

Brown, Rita Mae. Clawed
and Dangerous: A Mrs. Murphy
Mystery

Carr, Jack. The Fourth Option

Castle, Jayne. Enter the
Nightmare

Center, Katherine. The
Shippers

Charles, Janet Skeslien. The
Parisian Chapter

Chiaverini, Jennifer. The
Patchwork Players: An Elm Creek
Quilts Novel

Clarke, Evelyn. The Ending
Writes Itself

Connelly, Michael. Ironwood:
A Catalina Novel

Connolly, John. A River Red
with Blood (Charlie Parker)
Courage, Rachel Ekstrom.
Death on the Lanai: A Golden
Girls Cozy Mystery

Dailey, Janet. Kill for a Million
Dodd, Christina. Teach the
Torches to Burn (Daughter of
Montague)

Finlay, Alex. The Anniversary:
A Thriller

Fortune, Carley. Our Perfect
Storm

Frost, Mark. The Yankee
Sphinx: An FDR Novel

Gaylin, Alison. Robert B.
Parker’s Booked (Sunny Randall)
Gilmore, Laurie. The Daisy

Chain Flower Shop (Dream
Harbor)

Gonzalez, Xochitl. Last Night
in Brooklyn

Graham, Heather. A Cruise to
Die For

Haig, Matt. The Midnight Train
Haines, Carolyn. Ode to the
Bones (Sarah Booth Delaney)
Harper, Jane. Last One Out
Hepworth, Sally. Mad Mabel
Horowitz, Anthony. A Deadly
Episode

Jackson, Jenny. The Shampoo
Effect

Jackson, Lisa. Not What It
Seems

Jewell, Lisa. It Could Have
Been Her

Johansen, Iris. Wait and See
(Kendra Michaels)

Johnson, Craig. The Brothers
McKay: A Longmire Mystery
Kline, Christina Baker. The
Foursome

Larsen, Ward. Tom Clancy
Rules of Engagement (Jack Ryan)
Macomber, Debbie. Chasing
the Clouds Away

McAllister, Gillian. Caller
Unknown

McFadden, Freida. The
Divorce

McKinlay, Jenn. The Summer
Share

Mosley, Walter. Ghalen: A
Romance in Black

O’Farrell, Maggie. Land
Palmer, Diana. Blaze of Glory
(Long, Tall Texans)

Patchett, Ann. Whistler
Patterson, James. 26 Beauties
(Women’s Murder Club)
Patterson, James. Rocket’s Red
Glare: A Thriller

Patterson, Susan. The Mother-
Daughter Book Club

Penny, Louise. The Last
Mandarin

Perry, Anne. Death Times
Seven: A Daniel Pitt Novel
Preston, Douglas. Paradox
(Cash & Colcord)

Prose, Francine. Five Weeks in
the Country

Richardson, Kim Michele.
The Mountains We Call Home:
The Book Woman’s Legacy

Roberts, Nora. The Final Target
Sandford, John. Revenge Prey

See, Lisa. Daughters of the Sun
and Moon

Sepetys, Ruta. A Fortune of
Sand

Smiley, Jane. Lidie: The Further
Travels and Adventures of Lidie
Newton

Steel, Danielle. Weddings

Steel, Danielle. A Woman’s
Place

Stockett, Kathryn. The
Calamity Club

Straub, Emma. American
Fantasy

Strout, Elizabeth. The Things
We Never Say

Taylor, Brad. Shadow Strike
(Pike Logan)

Thor, Brad. Choke Point: A
Thriller (Scot Harvath)

Walsh, Rosie. The One Day
You Were My Husband

Weir, Alison. The Boleyn Secret

Williams, Beatriz. When You
Loved Me

Black, Clint. Killin’ Time: My
Life and Music

Bounds, Matthew. Keep

It Simple Y’All: Every Day:
Foolproof Recipes to Make Your
Life Delicious: A Cookbook

Bowler, Kate. Joyful, Anyway

Brands, H. W. American
Patriarch: The Life of George
Washington

Brooks, Arthur C. The
Meaning of Your Life: Finding
Purpose in an Age of Emptiness

Clavin, Tom. Vengeance: The
Last Stands of Custer, Crazy
Horse, and Sitting Bull

Collins, Jim. What to Make of a
Life: Cliffs, Fog, Fire and the Self-
Knowledge Imperative

Cornwell, Patricia. True
Crime: A Memoir

Crane, Kate. What Ever
Happened to Eddy Crane?:
A Memoir and a Murder
Investigation

Darling, Brenna. Small Towns
U.S.A.: 100 Must-See Getaways
Across the United States

Davis, Scott. The Last of the
Old Breed: An Oral History of the
Final Marines from World War IT

Dugard, Martin. The Long Run:
Steve Prefontaine, Frank Shorter,
Joan Benoit, Grete Waitz, and the
Decade That Made the Marathon
Cool

Enders, Giulia. Organ Speak:
What It Really Means to Listen to
Our Bodies

Fehrman, Craig. This Vast
Enterprise: A New History of
Lewis & Clark

Hall, Arsenio. Arsenio: A
Memoir

Hamilton, Jen. Birth Vibes:
Stories and Strategies for an
Empowered Birth

Haver, Mary Claire, MD.

The New Perimenopause:

An Evidence-Based Guide to
Surviving the Zone of Chaos and
Feeling Like Yourself Again

Hemingway, Mollie. Alito:
The Justice Who Reshaped the
Supreme Court and Restored the
Constitution

Jones, Sheinelle. Through
Mom’s Eyes: Simple Wisdom
from Mothers Who Raised
Extraordinary Humans

Keefe, Patrick Radden.
London Falling: A Mysterious
Death in a Gilded City and a
Family’s Search for Truth

King Arthur Baking Company.
King Arthur Baking Company’s
Book of Pizza: Recipes for Every
Pizza Baker

Klee, Isabel. Dogs, Boys, and
other Things I've Cried About

Mayyasi, Alex. Planet Money:
A Guide to the Economic Forces
That Shape Your Life

McDermott, Dylan. White
Pines and Stone: The Hunt for the
Springfield Three

Mezrich, Ben. Checkmate:
Genius, Lies, Ambition, and the
Biggest Scandal in Chess

Moskowitz, Eric. The Hardest,
Longest Race: Henry Ford and
the Cross-Country Contest That
Changed America

Norman, Philip. Mr.
Moonlight: Brian Epstein and the
Making of the Beatles

Pacino, Al. Sonny Boy: A
Memoir

Patterson, James. Thank

You, Teachers: True Stories from
America’s Teachers, Our Last Line
of Defense and Our First Line of
Hope

Ryan, Brad. Grandma Joy and
Me: A Journey of Healing, One
National Park at a Time

Schur, Michael & Joe
Posnanski. Big Fan: Two
Friends, 82,490 Miles, and the
Wild, Wonderful Sports We Love

Sedaris, David. The Land and
Its People: Essays

Shipnuck, Alan. Rory: The
Heartache and Triumph of Golf’s
Most Human Superstar

Spencer, Octavia. Give Them
Their Flowers: Reflections on
Women, Film, and Friendship
Spitz, Bob. The Rolling Stones:
The Biography

Stone, Daniel. Stealing George
Washington

Young, Jennie, PhD. Burn the
Haystack: Decode Dating, Torch
the Duds, and Make Room for
Men Who Matter



Abstract of Title: 1100 McKinley Blvd., Alton, Illinois IR 346.0438 MAD

Abstract of Title to E 1/2 E 1/2 NE 1/4 Sec. 34-6-10 & Tr. Beg. on W li Sec. 35-6-10 (VanPreter et
al): Briarwick, Enos Lane, Godfrey, Illinois IR 346.0438 GUA

Abstract of Title to Lots 24 & 25 Clyde Bassett Add.: 3213 Bassett Ave. Alton, IL IR 346.0438 CHI

Assessment Report for Alton, Illinois. September 16-17, 1993 by The National Trust for Historic
Preservation. IR 333.770977386 ASS

The Annual Report of the Superintendent of Schools: Alton Community Unit School District No. 11.
IR LOCKED CASES 371.0177386 ANN 1951

Catalogue of the Western Military Academy, Alton, Illinois (1909-1910).
IR LOCKED CASES 373.77386 CAT 1909-10

Catalogue of the Western Military Academy, Alton, Illinois (1925-1926).
IR LOCKED CASES 373.77386 CAT 1925-26

Franklin County, Illinois, 1818-1997. 1R 977.394 FRA
A History of Hospitals in Jefferson County, Illinois by Charles K. Wells (1993). IR 362.109773793 WEL

Madison County Township Road Reference Guide compiled by the Madison County Board, the Madison
County Sheriff’s Department, the Madison County Maps and Plats Department, and the Madison County
Community Development Office (1976). IR 977.386 MAD

Miscellaneous Birth & Marriage Records of Early Macoupin & Madison County, Illinois Residents
by Cynthia Leonard (1993). IR 977.3837 LEO

Obituaries and Register of Deaths: Copied from Greenville Advocate, 1858-1899 IR 977.3873 ANT
The Past Speaks to You: The Story of Geology in Illinois by Elizabeth Ann Livesay. IR 550 LIV

The Photographs of Abraham Lincoln edited by Peter W. Kunhardt, Jr.; with contributions by Harold Holzer
and Philip B. Kunhardt III (2015). IR 973.7092 PHO

A Report on Local Government in the Alton, Illinois Area (1959). IR 353.9773 REP

Road to Fort Clark. Volume 1, The Intriguing Origin of Middletown, Illinois by Gregory Laun (2024).
IR 977.357 LAU

Robinson Cemetery, Bond County, Illinois compiled by Sally Leidner (1993). IR 977.3873 LEI

Temple Israel: Alton, Illinois, Godfrey, Illinois --1924-2020 compiled by The Hayner Public Library
District Genealogy & Local History Library (2025). IR 296.0977386 TEM

There is No Color in Justice: A Son of The Pale Tribe — Memoir and Essay by Eugene Jones Baldwin (2025).
IR 323.1196073 BAL

What Mrs. Fisher Knows About Old Southern Cooking: Soups, Pickles, Preserves, Etc.: In Facsimile
by Abby Fisher IR 641.5975 FIS



Genealogy & Local History Library
Thursdays, April 9 and 16; May 14 and 21; June 11 and 18, 10:00 a.m. — 11:30 a.m.

On the second Thursday of each month, library staff presents a discussion of a genealogy research topic.

On the third Thursday, we gather around the fireplace, and each of us gets a chance to share family stories, photos, and
projects. We learn from each other and have some laughs too! Branching Out classes and discussion group meetings
will continue throughout 2026 on the second and third Thursdays of each month. Just getting started with genealogy
and not sure if these classes are right for you?

Call or email the Genealogy & Local History Library to schedule an individual appointment. We will review your information
and help you determine what to do next. Call (618) 462-0677, ext. 2892, or email genealogy@haynerlibrary.org.

April 9 - Social Media and Al in our Genealogy Research
April 16 - Discussion Group

May 14 - Ancestry.com: Research, Build Family Trees, DNA
May 21 - Discussion Group

June 11 - FamilySearch.org: Research Options and Family Tree
June 18 - Discussion Group

The SHARE Mobile Library app makes it easy to manage your library account and access helpful library information
directly from your phone, tablet, or other mobile device. The SHARE Mobile Library app allows you to keep track
of checkouts and due dates, renew items, and view your fines. You can also search the catalog and 2 E
place and manage holds easily. The app allows you to quickly access the Hayner Library Events

Calendar and our social media pages. Accessing our online databases, such as CreativeBug, Auto
Repair Source, NoveList, Consumer Reports, and more, has also never been easier! The app features
an ISBN scanning tool that allows you to scan the ISBN barcode from any book to determine if
Hayner Library or another SHARE library owns the title. If so, simply place a hold with one easy
click, and we will contact you when the item is ready for pick up! This app is free and available to all Hayner Library
cardholders. Search for “SHARE Mobile Library” in your device’s app store, or scan the QR code above. This app
is brought to you by The Hayner Public Library District and the SHARE library consortium, a division of Illinois
Heartland Library System.

Hayner Library offers text message and email notifications for requests and overdue notices. Please ask for assistance
at the Circulation Desk if you would like to receive a text message or email message when your requested items are
ready for pick-up or when you have overdue items. Our staff will be happy to assist you in making this change to your
library account. Text message and email notifications are automated. You will receive a separate text message for each
item that is ready to be picked up or is overdue. If you sign up for text or email notifications, you will no longer receive
a phone call from a staff member regarding on-hold or overdue materials. Please note: All email and text notifications
will be sent by SHARE Notifications and not from Hayner Library. SHARE is the automated network of libraries within
the Illinois Heartland Library System. As always, you can view your library account online at www.haynerlibrary.org
or on the Share Mobile Library app.



All library special events are funded by grants and/or
private endowment. Photos may be taken during library
programs. Your enrollment in our programs will be as-
sumed as your consent to allow the library the right to
use these photos in promotional material.

Join us for our Spring 2026 special events. These events are great for all ages, and they’re all free of charge! Most
programs require registration. To register, please call 1-800-613-3163.

REMINDER: Program registration often fills up and rolls over to a waiting list. If you are not going to attend a
program for which you are registered, please call 1-800-613-3163 and let us know. We will fill your reservation with
a name from the waiting list.

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room (Upper Level)
Tuesday, April 7, 6:00 p.m. — 7:00 p.m.

Founded in 1910, the St. Louis Zoo originated with animals left in the city from the 1904 World’s Fair, including
bears, wolves, and deer. Today, the zoo is home to more than 17,000 animals representing over 600 species, including
numerous rare and endangered species from around the globe. The 1904 World’s Fair, held in Forest Park, played
a significant role in establishing St. Louis as a prominent city. Discover intriguing facts about the origins of the St.
Louis Zoo, recent developments, and future aspirations. To register, please call 1-800-613-3163. Limited seating is
available.

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall
Tuesday, April 7, 9:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.

Stop by Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall to check out the OSF information table. Here, you can ask for assistance
in navigating your health care plan, receive help with program enrollment, get technological support, or finally take
care of that health screening you’ve been postponing. No registration necessary. Stop by and an OSF staff member
will be ready to help!

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room
Tuesdays, April 7 and 21; May 5 and 19; June 2, 16, 30, 6:00 p.m. — 7:30 p.m.

Calling all crafters! Pack up your portable projects and join us for X’s and Sews—a laid-back crafting program where
your creativity meets community. Bring whatever you're working on—whether it's embroidery, knitting, crocheting,
drawing, scrapbooking, cross-stitching, jewelry making, origami, quilting, woodcarving...you name it! Enjoy
relaxing music, conversation, and the company of fellow crafters. If your craft can be transported with ease, wed love
you to bring it along and create it with us. We cannot wait to meet everyone and see what you are working on! No
registration necessary.



Genealogy & Local History Library
Wednesday, April 8, 6:00 p.m.

In the final days of the American Civil War, two military commanders from opposing sides would meet at the Wilmer
McLean House in Appomattox Court House, Virginia, to negotiate the surrender of the Army of Northern Virginia.
What would happen that day would not only impact the ending of the conflict but would also have a dramatic effect
in the months after on how the nation would reconcile with those who had chosen to make war on the United States.
This is the story of how Ulysses S. Grant both ended the war and spared his former foe, Robert E. Lee, from facing
trial for treason.

Dr. Ian Patrick Hunt serves as the Chief of Acquisitions and Special Projects at the Abraham Lincoln Presidential
Library and Museum, a position he has held since 2016. He began his career at the ALPLM in January 2006 as an
intern conducting research on the Museum’s 2006 temporary exhibit on the lives of the First Ladies entitled “Mrs.
President: From Martha to Laura” Over the last two decades, Ian has held different positions as a historian with both
the Library and Museum as well as its Foundation, researching the collections and their relationships to the Lincoln
family and Illinois history in general.

Dr. Hunt has written frequently on the Civil War, slavery, Lincoln, and the Secession crisis and has appeared in
numerous publications, including The New York Times, The Washington Post, the Chicago Tribune, and the St. Louis
Post-Dispatch, as well as giving television and radio interviews both locally and nationally. He coauthored Lincoln:
The Life and Legacy that Defined a Nation in 100 Objects, which was released in September 2025 and was awarded the
2025 Book of the Year prize by both the Lincoln Group of New York and the New York Civil War Roundtable. His
upcoming book on the Secession crisis, tentatively titled Sectional Larceny, is being published by the University of
Illinois Press and is expected to be released in 2026. He received his PhD from Southern Illinois University and, in
addition, holds a master’s certificate in Museum Science from the University of Missouri-St. Louis. He has consulted
on numerous television, movie, and book projects, which places him in a unique position to understand the ever-
changing landscape in the world of Lincolniana. To register, please call 1-800-613-3163. Limited seating is available.

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room
Thursday, April 9, 6:00 p.m. — 7:00 p.m.

Join program specialist Lauren Reis from AgeSmart as she offers vital support and resources for older adults aged
fifty-five and older who have taken on the responsibility of raising their grandchildren or other young relatives. The
AgeSmart program provides services such as legal assistance, counseling, and emergency financial help for essential
items such as school supplies and clothing. These services are designed to help grandparents overcome the obstacles
associated with raising children later in life while ensuring that both generations receive the support they need. No
registration necessary.
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Spring into Appetizers! )
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room N
Tuesday, April 14, 6:00 p.m. — 7:30 p.m.

April Cookbook Selections —
Brilliant Bites: 75 Amazing Small Bites for Any Occasion
Tiny Food Party: Bite-Size Recipes for Miniature Meals

Spring has arrived, bringing the perfect opportunity to enjoy dishes that highlight the seasons vibrant, fresh
ingredients. Cooking with seasonal produce often results in lighter, healthier flavors that complement the essence of
spring. Join us for an evening filled with good company and flavorful appetizers inspired by the season and crafted
to be both delicious and visually appealing. Let’s come together to celebrate by indulging in appetizers that embody
the spirit of spring!

Look What You Made Me Cook

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room
Tuesday, June 9, 6:00 p.m. — 7:30 p.m.

June Cookbook Selections —

You Belong with Bree: 60 Recipes Inspired by Taylor Swift

Bake It Off: An Unafficial Taylor Swift-Inspired Cookbook for Every Era, From Breakfast to Midnights
Bake It Off: Tasty Taylor Swift-Inspired Bakes

Make the season sparkle and join us in June to kick off our summer era with this month’s Cookbook Club. Look What
You Made Me Cook is a night of food, fun, and shimmer. Settle in for delicious food and stimulating conversation.
Come in your concert best, official merch, or a cozy cardigan. Whether you're a longtime fan or just here for the food,
expect creative recipes, great conversation, and plenty of fun along the way.

To participate in the Cookbook Club, stop by Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall, choose your favorite recipe from
one of the cookbooks on display, and register on the sign-up sheet. Please bring a copy of your recipe to display next
to your dish. We'll provide tea, water, plates, and utensils for everyone. We can’t wait to see (and taste) what you create!

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room
Saturday, April 18, 10:00 a.m. — 11:00 a.m.

Join the GreenLens Plant Shop staft for a hands-on workshop where you'll learn to create your own layered terrarium
using two or three plants. As you work with their team one-on-one, they will answer your questions and demonstrate
how to properly layer soil, position plants, and provide essential care. Each participant will leave with a completed
terrarium and helpful care tips to keep it thriving! To register, please call 1-800-613-3163. Limited seating is available.



Genealogy & Local History Library
Saturday, April 18, 10:00 a.m. — 11:00 a.m.

This presentation introduces the Family Roots Pilot Program, which supports individuals as they engage with family
history and kinship through genetic genealogy. It explains why people turn to DNA and what it can mean to bring
genetic information into questions about family history, identity, and connection.

People come to DNA testing with different experiences. Some have family stories and written records, while others
face gaps, silences, or missing information about their families. When records are incomplete or unavailable, it
can limit what people can learn through documents alone and shape the reasons they seek DNA testing and what
they expect from it. The presentation uses African Americans as a clear example to illustrate how missing records,
motivations for testing, and the interpretation of DNA results often intersect in real life, helping explain why DNA
often becomes part of family history conversations.

The presentation also discusses what it means to receive and use genetic results, including how those results can
influence decisions, relationships, and expectations within families. It addresses privacy and consent, and why
understanding the limits of DNA matters before sharing or acting on genetic information. Emphasis is placed on
clear communication, responsibility, and careful use of DNA, especially given how deeply it can affect how people
see themselves and their families. The session concludes by describing how this work connects to the ongoing and
future efforts of the Family Roots Pilot Program. Information will be provided for interested individuals on how to
request a kit online afterward.

Dr. LaKisha T. David is an Assistant Professor of Anthropology at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.
Her work focuses on family history, identity, and kinship, with particular attention to how people engage with genetic
genealogy alongside historical and social information. She is the founder of The African Kinship Reunion Repository
(TAKiR) and the Principal Investigator of the Family Roots Pilot Program, which is housed within TAKiR. Through
her research and public-facing work, Dr. David is committed to thoughtful and ethical engagement with genetic
information and to helping individuals better understand how DNA fits into broader family stories and connections.
To register, please call 1-800-613-3163. Limited seating is available.

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room (Upper Level)
Tuesday, April 21, 6:00 p.m. — 7:00 p.m.

Guitarist, composer, and recording artist Michael Marciano is a native of New York. Growing up on Long Island, just
outside of New York City, he studied classical guitar, music theory, and composition at the Crane School of Music.
After graduating, he relocated to St. Lucia, where he became the director of guitar studies at the St. Lucia School of
Music. He was also commissioned to compose music for the St. Lucia School of Ballet and asked to transcribe local
folk music for the national archives. Currently residing in the St. Louis area, Michael regularly performs live shows
at various venues throughout St. Louis and the surrounding metro area. His shows feature both acoustic and electric
guitar, along with vocals, live looping, and drum beats that are controlled and programmed in real time. To register,
please call 1-800-613-3163.



Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall
Thursday, April 23, 11:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.
Monday, May 11, 12:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m. (Organized by State Senator Erica Harriss’ Office)

Did you know that the Illinois State Treasurer holds billions in unclaimed funds for some Illinoisans? The State holds
these funds until the original owner or their heirs claim them. A representative from the Illinois State Treasurer’s
Office will be at Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall to assist you in checking if the State is holding any money owed
to you through its iCash program. This is a free service. No registration necessary.

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room

For the novice and the experienced: Join us for a writing prompt to get creativity flowing and
receive constructive feedback from your peers in a guided group discussion. The focus genre of
our Writers Circle will change every month! To register, please call 1-800-613-3163.

Saturday, April 25, 10:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. — Limericks
Saturday, May 30, 10:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. — Villanelle
Saturday, June 20, 10:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. — Exquisite Corpse (Jacoby Arts Center)

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room

Hayner Library has partnered with AARP to provide monthly tech classes throughout 2026! These classes cover an
array of tech topics, from Al and smartphones to estate planning and online shopping.

Join us for these upcoming dates to learn more about technology and how to make it work for you:

Wednesday, April 29, 12:00 p.m. — AI Disinformation
Wednesday, May 27, 12:00 p.m. — Digital Coupon Tools
Wednesday, June 24, 12:00 p.m. — Intro to Smartphone Photography

Each class is a live webinar provided by AARP, hosted in-person in the Multipurpose Room at Hayner Library at
Alton Square Mall. Registration is required and light snacks will be provided. To register, please call 1-877-926-8300
(registration is collected by AARP).



Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room

This education series teaches caregivers how to navigate the responsibilities of caring for someone living with
dementia, helping them feel more prepared to handle the challenges that come with it. Each session in this series
stands alone. Please feel free to register for one, two, or all three!

Supporting Independence

Thursday, April 30, 6:00 p.m.

Explore ways to balance safety and independence while managing expectations.
Register at tinyurl.com/EMPCSUP4-30-26 or call 1-800-272-3900.

Responding to Dementia-Related Behaviors
Thursday, May 21, 6:00 p.m.

Learn about common behavior changes, non-medical approaches to behaviors, and how to recognize when additional
help is needed.

Register at tinyurl.com/EMPCRSDEM-5-21-26 or call 1-800-272-3900.

Exploring Care and Support Services
Thursday, June 11, 6:00 p.m.

Discover how to prepare for future care decisions and changes, including respite care, residential care, and end-of-life
care.

Register at tinyurl.com/EMPCCSER-6-11-26 or call 1-800-272-3900.

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room (Upper Level)
Tuesday, May 5, 6:00 p.m. — 7:00 p.m.

Louis Pettinelli is an emerging bassist in the Philadelphia tri-state area, born into a family of professional musicians
and music educators. He began his musical journey at the age of nine, initially playing the trumpet before transitioning
to the upright bass. Louis has performed at various venues, including Chris’s Jazz Café and South Jazz Parlor, and
he continues to excel across multiple genres and styles, such as jazz, classical, and musical theater. He maintains an
active performance schedule throughout the Philadelphia tri-state area, as well as in Washington, D.C., Maryland,
northern Virginia, and St. Louis. In addition, Louis operates a private studio where he teaches upright bass, electric
bass, and cello, emphasizing jazz, classical, and jazz improvisation for students of all instruments. Louis will be
performing pieces including Fly Me to the Moon, Come Fly with Me, I Get a Kick Out of You, and The Way You Look
Tonight. To register, please call 1-800-613-3163.



The Old Bakery Beer Company, 400 Landmarks Boulevard, Alton
Thursday, May 7, Social Hour: 6:00 p.m. Book Discussion: 7:00 p.m.
Title: TBD

Wed love for you to join us for a drink and a discussion of our May book selection. Our social hour starts at 6:00 p.m.,
with the book discussion beginning at 7:00 p.m. Participants are welcome to join us for both the social hour and the
book discussion or just the discussion. Taps & Tomes book selections can be checked out at Hayner Library and are
also available through the Libby and Cloud Library digital platforms. The May book selection will be announced after
the March Taps & Tomes meeting on Thursday, March 5. Please check the Events Calendar on the library’s website for
the book title. No registration necessary.

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room
Friday, May 8, 6:00 p.m. — 7:30 p.m.

Unwind with us at our Spring Reading Retreat—a calm evening filled with creativity and quiet reading time. We'll
begin with painting tote bags, perfect for your next shopping trip or a stroll through the farmers’ market (or library!).
All supplies will be provided. After you've finished your masterpiece, settle in with your favorite book for some
dedicated reading time. Don't forget to bring your book with you, or grab one from the library before joining us!
Light snacks and drinks will be available throughout the evening. Join us for a relaxing night of craft, community, and
good books. We can’t wait to see you there! This is an open house-style program, so please feel free to stay for a short
while or the entire time. Registration is limited to twenty patrons. To register, please call 1-800-613-3163.

Jennie D. Hayner Pocket Park, 410 State Street
Saturday, May 9, 10:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.

The Hayner Public Library District recently received an Illinois State Historical Society marker and we invite you to
join us in the Jennie D. Hayner Pocket Park for lemonade and cookies to celebrate.

The historical marker text reads:
The Hayner Public Library District

The Hayner Public Library District (then known as the Alton Library Association) began in 1852 as a subscription
library. “The association is designed to be ... a permanent institution of our city, which will every year increase in
means and usefulness” During the Civil War, many of the library’s books were borrowed by soldiers and never
returned. The Association fell into massive debt, but the women of Alton banded together to save the library. In
1866, at a public meeting, officers and directors were elected for a reconstituted Alton Library Society housed at City
Hall. In 1869, a revolutionary resolution was passed requiring the board of directors to be exclusively comprised of
women. Donations, parties, and lectures augmented library membership fees. Famous writers and thinkers, including
Frederick Douglass, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and Ralph Waldo Emerson, gave talks to benefit the library. In the late
1880s, John E. Hayner funded a library building as a memorial to his wife, Jennie. The directors hired architect
Theodore Link to design the building. In 1891, the Jennie D. Hayner Memorial Library opened. An annex, funded
by the Hayner family, was added in 1907. In 1901, thanks to an endowment by John E. Hayner, the library became a
truly free library for Alton’s citizens. In 1952, the Alton City Council voted unanimously to acquire and operate the
Hayner Memorial Library as a public library. In 1972, voters approved a referendum that established The Hayner
Public Library District, and in 1986, Godfrey and Foster Townships joined the district.

Sponsored By: The Hayner Public Library District and the Illinois State Historical Society



Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room (Upper Level)
Tuesday, May 12, 6:00 p.m. — 7:00 p.m.

Mind reading, stunts, comedy, audience participation, and more! With total audience involvement, Mental Mayhem
captivates the mind and prompts you to question what is real versus what is not. You don’t just watch this show,
you truly experience it! Join the extraordinary entertainer Joshua Routh for an unforgettable evening filled with
breathtaking stunts, mind-bending mentalism, and uproarious humor! To register, please call 1-800-613-3163.

Genealogy & Local History Library
Thursday, May 14, 6:30 p.m.

Elizabeth Cady Stanton fought for equal rights for women for over fifty years, and upon her death in 1902, she left
behind a legacy of her crusade for female equality and myriad writings that would inspire feminists for over a century
to come. Hear from Mrs. Stanton in 1866, when the Civil War was over, but the battle for Women’s Suffrage was just
beginning. Join Laura Keyes as Elizabeth Cady Stanton for this informative and inspiring presentation at the Genealogy
& Local History Library.

Elizabeth Cady Stanton has a connection to our library’s early history. She came to Alton to give a lecture benefiting the
Alton Public Library Association on December 6, 1871. The topic was “The True Republic,” and a very large audience
assembled at Kirkland Hall to hear her speak.

Laura Keyes graduated from the University of Wisconsin-Madison with a Master’s Degree in Library Studies and is a
lifetime member of the Association of Lincoln Presenters. Laura recently won the Excellence in Performing Award from
that Association. She has been portraying historic women and lecturing on historic topics since 2008. To register, please
call 1-800-613-3163. Limited seating is available.

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room (Upper Level)
Tuesday, May 19, 6:30 p.m. — 7:30 p.m.

Sisters Alisha, Kabryn, and Kathryn Gibson began their musical journey by singing in church at a young age. It has
always been their heartfelt desire to travel and share music that touches the soul. Their mission is to bring fresh,
uplifting music to a world often filled with hurt and negativity. In 2018, they had the honor of participating in the
Greater Peoria Honor Flight. They aim to encourage and inspire everyone who hears them, believing that each song
brings hope, and showcases their passion for music. Join the Gibson Girls as they perform songs that pay tribute to
our veterans and military. To register, please call 1-800-613-3163.



Genealogy & Local History Library
Thursday, May 21, 6:30 p.m. — 7:30 p.m.

Artistry and craftsmanship combine for an evening of learning and entertainment when Chris Jacoby of Jacoby Fine
Violins joins us to discuss the fine art of violinmaking. Chris will explain how and where the violin family emerged
from the tradition of lutemakers in Italy at the beginning of the sixteenth century, and how it has morphed into the
world’s favorite instrument over the following 475 years. Chris will bring wood, tools, and plaster casts of famous
instruments for the audience to look at, as well as instrument parts and instruments in the process of being built. In
an age when our email tries to write responses for us using Al, Chris will discuss why it is important to build things
and follow traditions that are largely unchanged over centuries of human and societal development.

Chris Jacoby is a former board member of the Violin Society of America. As Chair of Publications, he launched their
membership magazine The Scroll and served as editor for four years. He has lectured and presented at international
conventions on the subjects of instrument construction and social media presence for luthiers. Chris is a longtime
contributor to industry publications such as the London-based The Strad and Strings Magazine (Oakland, California),
where he was the “Ask the Expert” columnist for years. After working in the United States and Europe building copies
of the great Italian masters, and managing high-end restoration and repair workshops, he is happily running his own
violin shop in Alton, at 11 E. Broadway, in the historic “Maker’s District” His instruments are played by professionals
around the world. To register, please call 1-800-613-3163. Limited seating is available.

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall
Wednesday, May 27, 10:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.

State Senator Erica Harriss will hold traveling office hours at Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall on Wednesday,
May 27, from 10:00 a.m. to noon. Traveling office hours are a way for Senator Harriss and her staff to assist residents
with a wide variety of services, including navigating state agencies and connecting residents with available resources
on state government-related issues. No registration necessary.

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room (Upper Level)
Tuesday, June 9, 6:00 p.m. — 7:00 p.m.

Folk singer, storyteller, musician, and music historian Mike Anderson brings the music of the American Civil War
to life using instruments from that era and played by the men who fought in the war. Artfully interwoven into the
music are stories from the formative years of the young man who became the sixteenth President of the United
States, creating an event that is educational, entertaining, and memorable. While band instruments are commonly
associated with Civil War music, the multi-instrumentalist Mike will utilize the banjo, mountain dulcimer, jawharp,
bones, and various handmade instruments to bring the songs to life and invite the audience to sing along with the
classics. To register, please call 1-800-613-3163.



Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room (Upper Level)
Tuesday, June 16, 6:00 p.m. — 7:00 p.m.

Broadly acknowledged as “the premier interpreter of songs and tales about the Great Lakes,” Lee Murdock has
uncovered a boundless body of music and stories in his home region. There is a wonderful timelessness to this music.
Great Lakes songs are made of hard work, difficult living, ships that go down, and ships that come in. The music is
grounded in the work sound traditions from the rugged days of loggers and wooden sailing schooners. Noted as a fluent
instrumentalist on the six- and twelve-string guitars, Lee Murdock’s musical influences span fifteen generations, from
seventeenth-century Irish harp music to Scott Joplin guitar rags, embracing the blues, freshwater shanties, original
songs, and ballads. Bringing a more profound understanding of the folk process, Lee’s repertoire combines historical
research with contemporary insights. Making folk music for the modern era, Lee Murdock’s work is an anthem to the
people who live, work, learn, and play along the freshwater highways of North America and beyond. To register, please
call 1-800-613-3163.

The Nature Institute, 2213 S. Levis Lane, Godfrey
Saturday, June 20, 9:00 p.m.

Hayner Library and The Nature Institute are partnering to host a one-night movie event under the stars on the front
lawn at The Nature Institute. Bring blankets or lawn chairs and your favorite snacks for a fun evening watching The
Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring. For more information about movies being shown this summer at The
Nature Institute, visit www.thenatureinstitute.org. No registration necessary.

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall
Tuesday, June 23, 2:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m.

Whether you're just starting your career or looking to make a change, this is a great opportunity to connect, learn,
or take the next step by visiting the IDHS information table at Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall. The Illinois
Department of Human Services staff will be present and ready to answer questions or get you started in a career in
health care. No registration necessary.

Genealogy & Local History Library
Thursday, June 25, 7:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m.

Join us for our next installment of “Ghosts Next Door,” where we will discuss the history and
hauntings of the Cheney Mansion in Jerseyville, Illinois. To register, please call 1-800-613-3163.

Downtown Library (Outdoors)
Friday, July 3, Time TBD

On Friday, July 3, the Downtown Library’s parking lot will be decked out in red, white, and blue as we celebrate the
250th anniversary of our nation’s founding. Join us for a public reading of the nation’s founding documents (the
Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and the Bill of Rights)—read by library staff and patrons! In addition
to the public reading, we'll have crafts, games, and face painting for the kids, and musical entertainment for the whole
family. Details for the celebration are still being finalized, but keep your eyes on the library’s website, our social media
accounts, the summer newsletter (which should arrive in homes near the end of June), and local media outlets for
more information, including how you can participate in the public reading of our nation’s most important documents.



Spring 2026 Activities

Please note: To allow staff time to prepare for the Summer Reading Program, there will be
no programming Monday, May 18, through Sunday, May 31.

April Adventures Bingo Challenge

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall

Wednesday, April 1 - Thursday, April 30

Hop into spring with April Adventures Bingo at the library!
Children can complete fun, spring-themed activities and
reading challenges on their Bingo card to earn up to five
small prizes and tickets for a chance to win our Big Prize!
Participants may register and complete the challenge
digitally through Beanstack, or pick up a physical Bingo
card to takehomeand return when completed. The Big Prize
winners will be drawn on Friday, May 1, and contacted by
a staff member. For more information, please call (618)
433-2881. Please email any pictures of completed Bingo
tasks to child.programming@haynerlibrary.org! Wed love
to share your hard work on our social media!

Baby Lap-Sit Story Time

Downtown Library

Wednesdays, April 1, 15, 22, 29; May 6 and 13,

10:00 a.m.

Bring your little ones for stories, songs, fingerplays, and
tun. This story time is for children ages birth to 2.

Books and Busy Bees Story Time

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace
Thursdays, April 2,9, 16, 23, 30; May 7 and 14,

10:00 a.m.

Enjoy stories, songs, and a fun themed craft! This story
time is for children ages 3-5.

Make-or-Take Crafts

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace
Mondays, April 6; May 4

Stop by and ask for your free Make-or-Take craft. Crafts
are available on the first Monday of each month while
supplies last.

KidsSpace Treasure Hunts: Search, Explore,
Discover!

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace

April 6 - 19: NASA theme

April 20 - May 3: Nursery Rhyme theme

May 4 - 17: Patriotic theme

Stories with Panda Bear

Downtown Library

Tuesdays, April 14, 21, 28; May 5 and 12, 10:00 a.m.
Join us for stories, songs, music, and a snack. This story
time is for children ages 2-4.

Special Story Time: The Nature Institute
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace
Thursday, April 9, 10:00 a.m.

Join us for a special story time with Lauren from The
Nature Institute. This story time will feature a fun-filled
nature story, an interactive discovery station, and a creative
craft your little explorers will love! To register, please call
(618) 433-2881. Space is limited!

Story Time at Lucy’s Playhouse

Lucy Haskell’s Playhouse, 1211 Henry Street, Alton
Fridays, April 10; May 8, 10:00 a.m.

Join Ms. Mary Kay and Panda Bear for a fun, interactive
story time at Lucy Haskell’s Playhouse. Bring your little
ones and enjoy stories, songs, and smiles in a charming
historic setting!

Coffee & Chaos

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose
Room

Monday, April 13, 9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday, May 6, 3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Explore, play, and have fun! This program is perfect for
young children, ages birth to 4, and their caregivers. Toys,
games, and activities will be provided. Enjoy a cup of coftee
and connect with other caregivers while your child plays.
Adult supervision is required. We kindly ask that you help
your child clean up when they’re finished. No registration
required. Please note: This program is not fully staffed.
Library staff will check in periodically and are available at
the desk if you need assistance.



Beanstack Help Day

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace
Monday, April 13; Wednesday, April 15; Friday,

April 17, 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Tuesday, May 5; Thursday, May 7, 2:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m.
Staft in KidsSpace will be available to help you learn how to
use Beanstack. Get ready for the Summer Reading Program
by learning how to use the Beanstack website and app.

LEGO Club: Ages 6—11

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace
Tuesdays, April 14; May 12; June 9; July 7,

4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Wednesday, April 29, 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Join us for an hour of building and creating LEGO
masterpieces. The library will supply the LEGOs. To
register, please call (618) 433-2881. Space is limited!

Special Story Time: Nine PBS

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace
Thursday, April 16, 10:00 a.m.

Rain or shine, enjoy a special weather-themed story time
with Nine PBS! We'll read a weather-filled story, explore a
quick and exciting mini-lesson, and create a fun themed
craft! To register, please call (618) 433-2881. Space is limited!

Young Artists Club: Ages 7-11

Jacoby Arts Center, 208 State Street, Alton

Fridays, April 17; May 15, 3:45 p.m. - 5:45 p.m.
Beginner or advanced, express your creativity and have
fun making art at Jacoby Arts Center. Supplies will be
provided. Wear clothes that can get messy! To register,
please call (618) 433-2881. Space is limited!

Family Movie Forecast: Fun with a Chance of
Meatballs!

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose
Room

Friday, April 24, 4:30 p.m.

Join us for a movie afternoon featuring the film Cloudy
with a Chance of Meatballs! Wear your favorite pajamas,
bring a blanket and/or stuffed animal, and settle in for a
deliciously fun afternoon. Enjoy pizza, popcorn, and drinks
on us-no spaghetti storms expected (we hope)! Were
decorating the multipurpose room to match the theme
of the movie. Each child will receive a science lab coat to
wear during the event (while supplies last, registration
required), and families can have fun taking photos in our
specially-decorated photo station. It's the perfect way to
relax, snack, and let your imagination soar! Registration is
required to reserve your family’s spot and your child’s lab
coat. To register, please call (618) 462-0677, ext. 2822.

The 1,000 Books Club: A Story Time
Adventure for Little Readers

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace
Monday, April 27, 10:00 a.m.

Join our 1,000 Books Club, a fun, family-friendly way
to help your child build a lifelong love of reading before
kindergarten! Designed as part of the national 1,000
Books Before Kindergarten initiative, this special story
time celebrates every milestone on your childs reading
journey. Once a month, we’ll enjoy songs, rhymes, and
stories together, helping little ones develop early literacy
skills in a joyful and supportive environment. Families can
track their progress toward the big goal of reading 1,000
books—and earn small rewards and recognition along the
way!

Bubble May, The Enchanting Fairy

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance
Room (Upper Level)

Thursday, April 30, 4:00 p.m.

Step into a whimsical wonderland with Bubble May, the
Enchanting Fairy, and be prepared for a magical adventure.
In this delightful, interactive show, Bubble May amazes
audiences with captivating magic tricks, sparkling illusions,
and a touch of fairy dust. With a flick of her bubble wand,
she fills the air with shimmering bubbles of every size,
from gigantic bubbles that float high up into the sky, to
tiny bubbles that twirl and dance around your fingertips.
The wonder doesn’t stop there! Bubble May is joined by
her lovable dragon puppet, whose playful personality and
charming antics are sure to spark laughter and smiles. Join
us for an unforgettable journey into a whimsical world
where imagination soars, magic shimmers, and bubbles
fill the sky. This enchanting performance promises a truly
magical experience you won't want to miss!

May the 4th Be with You

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance
Room (Upper Level)

Monday, May 4, 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Do you have what it takes to become an honorary Jedi?
Two iconic figures from a galaxy far, far away are visiting
the library on Monday, May 4! A fearless rebel princess
known for her courage and leadership, along with a dark-
cloaked master who commands the power of the dark
side, will guide young recruits through exciting training
games to test their skills and discover whether they have
what it takes to become an honorary Jedi. Costumes are
encouraged. Your destiny awaits!



Special Story Time Performance: Dinosaurs
wild

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance
Room (Upper Level)

Thursday, May 7, 10:00 a.m.

Join Dinosaur Ranger Brooke in her mobile field lab for
an exciting training day packed with dinosaur fossils,
facts, and fun. Along the way, you'll meet three live baby
dinosaurs with larger-than-life personalities, and you’ll
discover what makes each one wildly unique. To register,
please call (618) 433-2881. Space is limited!

Special Story Time: The Sunken Garden at
Riverview Park

Sunken Garden at Riverview Park, Belleview Avenue,
Alton

Thursday, May 14, 10:00 a.m.

Spring is in the air, and were taking story time outside!
Join us in the garden for a special spring-themed story
time filled with seasonal stories, songs, and plenty of fun.
It's the perfect way to celebrate the beauty of the season
while enjoying a unique outdoor library experience. Crafts
will be provided in convenient take-home bags for each
child. Don’t miss this exciting opportunity to enjoy story
time surrounded by fresh air and blooming flowers. We
can’t wait to see you in the garden!

Spirit Week — A Countdown to Summer
Reading

All Hayner Library Locations (or Your Home!)
Tuesday, May 26 - Sunday, May 31

Adventure awaits at the library! Celebrate Spirit Week, the
week leading up to our Summer Reading Program kickoff.
Wed love to see your participation! Please email your Spirit
Week photos to child.programming@haynerlibrary.org,
and we'll share them on our social media.

Tuesday, May 26: Explorer Day — Dress in your best
explorer gear: hats, backpacks, binoculars, etc.

Wednesday, May 27: Puzzle Day - Stop by and add a
piece to our community puzzle (all ages).

Thursday, May 28: Dino Day — Wear your favorite dino
clothes or bring your favorite dino stuffed toy.

Friday, May 29: Cartographer Day — Draw a map, a
prehistoric creature, or an imaginary world.

Saturday, May 30: Historian Day — Dress as a character
from history or your favorite book.

Sunday, May 31: Fact Finder Day — Discover facts about
dinosaurs, archaeology, and ancient worlds!

Dial-A-Story

Call (618) 462-TALE (618) 462-8253

Enjoy safe, free, educational, and entertaining activities for
your children, available twenty-four hours a day, 365 days
a year, from the comfort of your own home. New stories
are added at the beginning of each month.

StoryWalk at The Nature Institute

The Nature Institute, 2213 S. Levis Lane, Godfrey

Get ready for an outdoor adventure that brings books to
life! Beginning Wednesday, April 1, families are invited
to enjoy StoryWalk at The Nature Institute. Take a stroll
along the scenic trail while reading the pages of a children’s
picture book displayed along the path. It's a wonderful way
to combine the joy of reading with the beauty of nature.
Perfect for all ages! Bring your family, stretch your legs,
and discover a new story. Be sure to scan our QR code
along the trail and fill out a short form for a chance to win
a fun nature-themed prize! Check our Facebook page for
more details and updates.

Sensory Bins

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace
Fridays, 10:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.

Looking for a fun, hands-on activity for your little one?
Stop by the KidsSpace desk to see if a sensory bin is
available! Each bin is filled with textures, scoops, and
surprises designed to engage curious minds and busy
fingers. Two age-appropriate bins are available. A few
friendly notes: Adult supervision is required at all times.
Please wash your hands before using the bin. Keep all
items out of childrens’ mouths. Families may use one bin
at a time. There is a thirty-minute time limit for each bin.
Bins are for in-library use only (they may not be checked
out). Please help your children clean up when they are
finished. Please return the bin to the staff when finished.

2026 Summer Reading Program
“"UNEARTH A STORY"”

Get ready to dig into summer fun! Summer Reading
registration and programming begin Monday, June I,
2026, and this year’s theme invites young explorers to
dig, discover, and unearth amazing stories—just like real
archaeologists and paleontologists!

To register, visit haynerlibrary.beanstack.org or download
the Beanstack mobile app. Everyone who registers by the
end of the day on June 1 will be entered into a chance to
win a Summer Reading Program-themed basket filled
with treasures a junior dinosaur hunter will love.

Continued on next page =



All Summer Reading Program activities will take place
at Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall, unless otherwise
noted. So grab your shovel (and your library card!), dust
off your imagination, and get ready for a summer full of
fossils, fun, and fantastic books!

Mondays

Excavated Art: Ages 2—6

June 1, 8, 15, 22, 29; July 6, 10:00 a.m.

Creativity is waiting to be uncovered! Join us every
Monday morning this summer for exciting art projects
that encourage imagination, exploration, and fun. Miss a
Monday? Make-or-Take Crafts will be available June 5 and
July 3, while supplies last.

Tuesdays

Unearth a Good Story — Stories & Art Story
Time: Ages 2—6

Hayner Library Downtown

June 2, 9, 16, 23, 30; July 7, 10:00 a.m.

This story time takes place at the Downtown Library
and invites children to unearth a story through art and
imagination. Each Tuesday, artist Jennifer Dunnegan will
join Ms. Mary Kay to help bring stories to life. Each week,
children who attend will have their names entered for a
chance to unearth a one-of-a-kind art piece created by
Jennifer during the program. Winners for the art pieces
will be drawn during the last week of the program.

Wednesdays

Performers & Special Events: All Ages
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance
Room (Upper Level)

All performances begin at 10:00 a.m.

June 3: Dinosaurs Rock!

Join a Dinosaurs Rock! expert for a live, virtual Jurassic
journey filled with life-size and genuine dinosaur
fossil museum exhibits as the backdrop. Fascinating
visual demos and screen shares make this a super fun,
educational, and engaging event. Best of all, take home
real fossils from a hands-on dig! For more information,
visit www.dinosaursrock.com.

June 10: Steph Plant

Steph Plant is a Montessori-trained singer-songwriter
and children’s book author-illustrator based in Alton. Her
published book, based on her song Slithering Snake, has
become a favorite in schools, libraries, and homes around
the world since its completion in 2017. In 2019, she
recorded her first childrens album, Moth Wings & Other
Things, which features twelve enchanting original songs
inspired by the natural world.

June 17: Archaeology Adventures with Miss Isabel

from the Center for American Archeology

Go on an archaeological adventure with Miss Isabel!
Children will be introduced to archaeology through a
story time and performance by Miss Isabel. Afterward,
children will get to be archaeologists and dig for clues. If
time permits, they will be able to draw an archaeologist.
In addition to Miss Isabel’s performance, event highlights
also include a show and tell of an archaeologist’s toolkit
and trash bin archaeology.

June 24: Science Heroes

Unearth your curiosity as we dig into the incredible science
that’s all around us! Harness the power of pressure and
energy with the Toilet Tornado™, experiment with physical
vs. chemical changes with Disappearing Polymer™, observe
the effects of physical explosions, angles, and trajectory
with the Hydro-Cannon™, and more. If you don't already
love science, you'll really “dig it” after experiencing Science
Heroes!

July 1: T. rex Tea Party

Tea Parties are fun, but do you know what would make
them even more exciting? DINOSAURS! Join us for an
hour of fun and become the fanciest dinosaur in town!
This event includes fun dinosaur-themed activities, crafts,
snacks, and the presence of our very own dinosaur! We
encourage you to dress up in your finest tea party or
dinosaur-themed outfit!

July 8: Maestro and His Dazzling Dino Circus

Step right up and travel back in time, because the circus has
gone prehistoric! Join Maestro, the eccentric ringmaster, as
he presents a laugh-out-loud adventure where dinosaurs
take center stage with dazzling magic, juggling, and
puppetry. Watch as dinosaur eggs vanish, creatures defy
gravity, and prehistoric stars perform unbelievable stunts,
all while sharing fun, fascinating facts about the ancient
world. This interactive show celebrates curiosity, creativity,
and the thrill of learning through spectacle and fun.

Thursdays

Do You Dig It? Children’s Science: Ages 7—11
June 4, 11, 18, 25; July 2, 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
Paleontologists and archaeologists everywhere have one
thing in common—they have to dig deep for the answers
they seek. Join us on Thursdays for science projects that
revolve around digging up and learning about dinosaurs,
fossils, geodes, and gems. Be sure to wear clothes that can
get messy! To register, please call (618) 433-2881. Space is
limited!



Take Home Science Kits

Saturday, June 20; Friday, July 3

Are you busy during our in-person programs? Here’s your
chance to have fun on your own schedule. Science kits will
be available for pick-up in KidsSpace at Hayner Library at
Alton Square Mall. Kits are available on a first-come, first-
served basis.

June 20: Geode Growing Kit
July 3: Amber Bug Slime Kit

Dig Deep Treasure Hunt: All Ages

Thursdays, June 4, 11, 18, 25; July 2

Each week, young explorers are invited to join the Dig
Deep Treasure Hunt. Start your adventure at the KidsSpace
desk and follow the clues to uncover five hidden items
throughout the library. No reservations and no time
limits, just a thrilling adventure available all day each
Thursday! Every participant who completes the hunt will
earn a special prize from our treasure chest (one prize per
treasure hunter each week).

Special Saturday: Stuffed Animal Workshop
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance
Room (Upper Level)

Saturday, June 27, 10:00 a.m.

Join in some creativity at our stuffed animal T. rex
workshop! Young dinosaur fans are invited to join us for a
prehistoric good time as we build our very own cuddly T.
rex stuffed animals. Participants will stuff their dinosaurs,
give them a special wish, and even fill out an official birth
certificate before taking their new prehistoric pal home.
This hands-on workshop is perfect for kids who love
dinosaurs, crafting, and imaginative play. Don't miss the
chance to bring a little Jurassic to life! To register, please
call (618) 433-2881. Space is limited!

End of Summer Reading Party

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance
Room (Upper Level)

Thursday, July 9, 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Celebrate the end of summer at our End of Summer
Reading Party. It's going to be dino-mite! We'll have Iggy,
a gigantic T. rex, and Baby the Stegosaurus for the kids to
play with. St. Louis Dinosaur will also join us. Attendees
can snack on treats from Moz Sweet Treats and pick up
a free book of their choice. There will be plenty of fun for
all ages. Summer Reading Program prize winners will also
be announced at the party. Don’t miss this exciting way to
wrap up the summer. This party is a way for us to thank
everyone who participated in our summer activities and
reading programs.

Hayner Library has fort-building kits for our young patrons! The 120-piece kits contain plastic tubes and connectors,
as well as instructions to create a variety of different shapes and structures. These building kits are an exciting way for
children to utilize hands-on STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art, and math) skills while designing and building
their ultimate fort. The kits provide an opportunity for children to share new and creative structures with friends and
family. The kits are available for checkout in the Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace.

TumbleBook Library is a curated database of children’s e-books, available for free with your Hayner Library card. Perfect
for children ages kindergarten through sixth grade, TumbleBook Library has over 1,000 titles and includes animated
talking picture books, read-along chapter books, nonfiction books and videos, graphic novels, and curated playlists.
TumbleBook Library even has books in Spanish and French. TumbleBook Library is free to use and can be accessed from
your home computer, phone, tablet, or mobile device. Visit the e-Books & Digital Magazines page on the Hayner Library
website or download the TumbleBook Library app from your device’s app store. Explore literacy in a fun and interactive
way!



Spring into Reading Teen Bingo Challenge
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall TeenSpace
Wednesday, April 1 - Thursday, April 30

Hey, teens! Join our Reading Bingo Challenge on
Beanstack and have a blast earning badges for reading,
completing cool activities, writing book reviews, and
scoring Bingo! Prefer a paper copy? No problem! Pick
up a printed Bingo sheet at the Hayner Library at Alton
Square Mall TeenSpace desk. Every activity you complete
earns you a ticket for a chance to win one of three
awesome prizes! Winners will be announced on Friday,
May 1, so read on, rack up those tickets, and let the fun
begin!

Teen Crime Stoppers

Wednesdays, April 1; May 6, 4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

If you love true crime and murder mysteries, this is your
night! Team up with other teens to examine clues, dive
into case files, and solve the mystery. Can you figure out
whodunnit before anyone else?

YA Fridays

Fridays, April 10, 17; May 8, 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Join us for a Friday full of awesome activities: crafts,
video games, and plenty of time to chill and hang out
with other teens. Relax, create, and connect!

Comic Chaos

Monday, April 6; Tuesday, May 5, 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Dive into the world of comics with other teens! Each
month, we'll read a comic (available on our Comics Plus
database) and geek out together, sharing favorite moments,
characters, and twists. Plus, you'll get to help pick the next
comic for the club! Call TeenSpace at (618) 433-2872 to
learn each months title and join the chaos.

Teen Take-Home Crafts

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall TeenSpace
Mondays, April 6; May 4

Love science, art, or just making cool stuff with your
hands? Stop by TeenSpace on the first Monday of each
month at Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall to pick up
a kit and get creating! Supplies are limited, so grab yours
while they last.

Spring 2026 Activities

Teen Advisory Board (TAB)

Wednesday, April 8, 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Want to help shape the programs and events at Hayner
Library? Now’s your chance! The Teen Advisory Board
is looking for creative, fun, and motivated teens to share
their ideas and help plan programs that teens want to
see. Whether it's gaming nights, book clubs, crafting, or
something totally new, your voice matters! Join us and be
a part of the team that brings awesome teen events to life.

Crafting Creations

Wednesdays, April 15; May 13, 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Do you love trying new projects and getting creative?
Join our monthly teen craft program! Each month, we'll
explore a new, exciting craft that’s all about having fun,
expressing yourself, and showing oft your skills. Come
hang out, make something awesome, and meet other
creative teens!

Expressive Art

Friday, April 24, 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Teens, create a painting that’s meaningful to you! Once
your masterpiece is dry, it will be displayed in our Teen
Center for everyone to enjoy. Before Summer Reading
kicks off, we’ll host a special art gallery showing to
celebrate all of your unique and creative works.

Teen LEGO Challenge

Wednesday, April 29, 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

LEGO builders unite! Bring a friend and join other teens
for an afternoon of creative LEGO fun. Build incredible
designs, show off your skills, and compete for a chance to
win a prize!

Expressive Art Gallery

Friday, May 15, 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Throughout the year, teens have created beautiful works
of art, which are now on display in our Teen Center.
Each painting and drawing holds special meaning for its
artist. Parents, friends, and art-loving patrons are invited
to join us for a small open-house gathering to celebrate
their creativity.



2026 Teen Summer Reading Program
“UNEARTH A STORY”

This year’s Teen Summer Reading Program, “Unearth a
Story;’ isready to take teens on a roaring adventure back in
time! Readers will dig into fantastic books, excavate new
ideas, and tackle exciting challenges to uncover prizes
worthy of any ambitious archeologist or paleontologist.

Teens can register at haynerlibrary.beanstack.org or
through the Beanstack mobile app. Everyone who
completes the full program will be entered into a drawing
for themed prize baskets packed with all sorts of treasures.

All Summer Reading Program activities will take place
in the Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance
Room Teen Center (upper level), unless otherwise noted.
Grab your gear, dust off your curiosity, and get ready
to dig deep. There’s a whole world of stories waiting to
be unearthed! For more information about the Teen
Summer Reading Program, please call Megan at (618)
433-2872.

Mondays

ARTifacts

June 1, 8, 15, 22, 29; July 6, 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Dig into your imagination and create your very own
ARTifacts! Paint, build, and craft your own one-of-a-
kind creations. Your masterpiece awaits!

June 1: Dino Terrariums - Build your own succulent
terrarium and bring it to life with mini dinosaurs.

June 8: Pottery Part 1 — Discover the beautiful pottery of
the Aztecs, then make your very own.

June 15: Pottery Part 2 — Time to add color! We will paint
our Aztec creations from the previous week.

June 22: Basket Weaving — Learn the art of basket weaving
and make one with your own hands!

June 29: Cave Painting ~-We're covering the Teen Center
walls with brown paper so you can create art like ancient
cave people!

July 6: Dinosaur Eye Magnets — Create unique dinosaur
eye magnets!

Wednesdays

Wednesday Wonders

June 3, 10, 17, 24; July 1 and 8, 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Explore the wonders of archaeology every Wednesday in
the Teen Center. From excavations to museum mysteries,
each week brings a new hands-on activity to uncover and
enjoy.

June 3: Dino Olympics — Get ready for fun, friendly
competition with Minute to Win It challenges.

June 10: Excavation Dig — Using brushes and small tools,
we'll excavate dinosaur fossils.

June 17: Piasa Bird — W¢€'ll learn about the Piasa Bird
from Hayner Library’s Lacy McDonald.

June 24: Experiment Lab - Science Heroes are joining us
for an exciting Experiment Lab.

July 1: Escape the Museum Escape Room —The mission:
Escape the museum. This once-in-a-lifetime escape
room is packed with unique puzzles. Do you have what
it takes to escape?

July 8: Geode Discovery — Rocks, hammers, and teens—
oh my! Join us as we safely break open stunning geodes!

Fridays

Jurassic-Movie-a-Thon

June 5, 12, 19, 26; July 3 and 10, 4:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Travel back in time with us as we watch every Jurassic
movie, from the original Jurassic Park all the way to the
latest adventure!

End of Summer Teen Reading Party

Saturday, July 11, 4:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Dinosaurs will invade the End of Summer Teen Reading
Party! Join us for a screening of Jurassic World Rebirth
while enjoying a movie-style snack table. We will also
announce the Summer Reading Program prize winners,

and most importantly, every attendee will receive a free
book!
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401 State Street
Alton, Illinois 62002

Downtown Library (618) 462-0677

Genealogy & Local History Library (618) 462-0677
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall (618) 462-0677
Administrative Office (618) 462-0677
Administrative Office FAX (618) 462-4919

Downtown Library

326 Belle Street, Alton

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Saturday, 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Closed Sunday

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall
132 Alton Square Mall Dr., Alton
Monday-Saturday, 8:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Sunday, 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Genealogy & Local History Library

401 State Street, Alton

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Saturday, 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Closed Sunday

www.haynerlibrary.org

Wednesday, April 1 - Thursday, April 30

Do you have Hayner Library materials that got lost under the couch or in the back seat of your car? Food for Fido is an
excellent opportunity to return those items to the library and avoid the accrued fines. Hayner Library’s fine amnesty
program, Food for Fido, will take place from Wednesday, April 1, through Thursday, April 30. During this period,
patrons with overdue Hayner Library items can pay their fines with pet food and care items. Library materials must be
returned at the same time you donate the pet care items. We ask that you bring at least one non-expired pet food item
or one new (unused) pet care item for each overdue library item. This program applies only to overdue Hayner Library
materials. The library will donate the pet care items to the Alton Area Animal Aid Association (5As). Food for Fido is
a great way to support community organizations such as the 5As, and it is also an excellent opportunity to return “lost”
materials to the library so that other patrons can check them out. Thank you for your support!



