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Library Card Sign-Up Month
September is Library Card Sign-Up Month, and it’s the perfect time to get your very 
own library card or remind family and friends to sign up! A library card opens the 
door to endless possibilities—accessing books, e-books, audiobooks, online resources, 
movies, music, and much more. At the library, we believe that everyone should have 
access to the tools that promote and inspire learning, creativity, and community, and 
your library card is your key to it all!
Why sign up for a library card? 
•	 Free access to resources: Borrow books, magazines, movies, digital audiobooks, e-books, 

streaming movies and TV shows, and explore our Library of Things–all for free! 
•	 Educational opportunities: From engaging book clubs and story times to workshops 

and lectures, we have educational programs and events for all ages. 
•	 Online databases and learning: Use your library card to explore a large collection of 

research databases at no cost. 
•	 Community: Be part of a community that values learning, exploration, and discovery 

through library programs, events, and resources. 

How to Sign Up: 
Signing up for a library card is quick, easy, and free! Just stop by the Downtown Library 
or Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall, fill out a simple registration form, and you will 
be ready to start using your card right away. 
Adult patrons (18+) must reside at a permanent residence within The Hayner Public 
Library District. Residents are eligible for a three-year library card. To obtain a library 
card, patrons must present a current photo ID with the current address listed. If the 
address on your ID is not current, you must present formal documentation (such as a 
recent utility bill) with your current address in addition to a photo ID. 
To obtain a juvenile resident library card for a patron aged 17 or younger, the patron’s 
parent or legal guardian must meet the standards listed above for an adult resident 
library card and must sign an authorization statement on the registration form. The 
child must be present for the library card to be issued (but not renewed). 
Patrons may not have fines or fees over $5.00 on their library card.

Celebrate with Us!
To make this September even more exciting, we will have some fun giveaways to 
celebrate Library Card Sign-Up Month! Everyone who signs up or is up for a renewal 
will receive a fun sticker as a special thank-you gift. Plus, we will be hosting a giveaway 
with some fun prizes. Keep your eye on our social media pages for more information! 

Already Have a Library Card?
Share the love and encourage someone else to sign up! It’s a wonderful way to spread the 
joy of reading and learning with others.



New &
Forthcoming

Books

FICTION—

Abrams, Stacey. Coded Justice

Andrews, Donna. For Duck’s 
Sake: A Meg Langslow Mystery

Archer, Jeffrey. End Game

Armentrout, Jennifer. The 
Primal of Blood and Bone (Blood 
and Ash)

Baker Kline, Christina. Please 
Don’t Lie

Berry, Steve. The List

Bowen, Rhys. Mrs. Endicott’s 
Splendid Adventure

Brown, Dan. The Secret of 
Secrets (Robert Langdon)

Castillo, Linda. Rage (Kate 
Burkholder)

Cleeves, Ann. The Killing 
Stones: A Detective Jimmy Perez 
Novel

Dailey, Janet. Calder Strong

Deaver, Jeffery. The Grave 
Artist (Sanchez & Heron)

Du Brul, Jack. Clive Cussler 
The Iron Storm (Isaac Bell)

Durst, Sarah Beth. The 
Enchanted Greenhouse

Feehan, Christine. Deadly 
Storms

Fielding, Joy. Jenny Cooper 
Has a Secret

Flagg, Fannie. Something to 
Look Forward To: Fictions

Flynn, Vince. Denied Access: 
A Mitch Rapp Novel by Don 
Bentley

Follett, Ken. Circle of Days

Freeman, Brian. Robert 
Ludlum’s The Bourne Escape

Galbraith, Robert. The 
Hallmarked Man

Gardner, Lisa. Kiss Her 
Goodbye (Frankie Elkin)

George, Elizabeth. A Slowly 
Dying Cause (Inspector Lynley)

Griffiths, Elly. The Frozen 
People: A Mystery

Grimes, Martha. The Red 
Queen (Richard Jury)

Hall, Rachel Howzell. The 
Cruel Dawn

Harris, Charlaine. The Last 
Wizards’ Ball

Harris, Nathan. Amity

Hilderbrand, Elin. The 
Academy

Jackson, Holly. Not Quite 
Dead Yet

Jance, J. A. The Girl From 
Devil’s Lake (Joanna Brady)

Krueger, William Kent. 
Apostle’s Cove (Cork O’Connor)

Kuang, R. F. Katabasis

Lapena, Shari. She Didn’t See 
It Coming

Lewis, Beverly. The Christmas 
House

McCall Smith, Alexander. In 
the Time of Five Pumpkins (#1 
Ladies’)

McCall Smith, Alexander. 
The Winds from Further West: 
A Novel

McEwan, Ian. What We Can 
Know

Meier, Leslie. A Matter of 
Pedigree

Michaels, Fern. Santa’s Holiday 
Spectacular

Miranda, Megan. You Belong 
Here

Osman, Richard. The 
Impossible Fortune (Thursday 
Murder Club)

Patterson, James. Billion-
Dollar Ransom: A Thriller

Patterson, James. Emma On 
Fire: A Thriller

Patterson, James. The 
Hamptons Lawyer (Jane Smith)

Peterson, Tracie. Designed 
with Love

Robb, J. D. Framed in Death

Rosenfelt, David. Dogged 
Pursuit: An Andy Carpenter 
Mystery

Scottoline, Lisa. The 
Unraveling of Julia

Silva, Daniel. An Inside Job

Slaughter, Karin. We Are All 
Guilty Here

Smirnoff, Karin. The Girl with 
Ice in Her Veins

Smith, Martin Cruz. Hotel 
Ukraine (Arkady Renko)

Steel, Danielle. For Richer For 
Poorer

Steel, Danielle. The Portrait

Thor, Brad. Edge of Honor 
(Scot Harvath)

Trigiani, Adriana. The View 
From Lake Como

Ware, Ruth. The Woman in 
Suite 11

White, Karen. That Last 
Carolina Summer

Wiggs, Susan. Wayward Girls

Willingham, Stacy. Forget Me 
Not

Winslow, Don. The Final Score: 
Six Short Novels

Woodward, M. P. Tom Clancy 
Terminal Velocity (Jack Ryan Jr.)

NONFICTION—

Baron, David. The Martians: 
The True Story of an Alien Craze 
that Captured Turn-of-the-
Century America

Bradshaw, Terry. The 
Bradshaw Family Cookbook: Our 
Favorite Recipes for Game Days, 
Weekdays, and Any Day

Brennan, Christine. On Her 
Game: Caitlin Clark and the 
Revolution in Women’s Sports

Buettner, Dan. The Blue Zones 
Kitchen One Pot Meals: 100 
Recipes to Live to 100

Child, Lee. Reacher: The Stories 
Behind the Stories

Curry, Stephen. Shot Ready

Gilbert, Elizabeth. All the 
Way to the River: Love, Loss, and 
Liberation

Graff, Garrett M. The Devil 
Reached Toward the Sky: An 
Oral History of the Making and 
Unleashing of the Atomic Bomb

Greenblatt, Stephen. Dark 
Renaissance: The Dangerous 
Times and Fatal Genius of 
Shakespeare’s Greatest Rival

Hatmaker, Jen. Awake: A 
Memoir

Heming Willis, Emma. The 
Unexpected Journey: Finding 
Strength, Hope, and Yourself on 
the Caregiving Path

Huberman, Andrew D. 
Protocols: An Operating Manual 
for the Human Body

Jones, Johnny Joey. Behind 
the Badge: Answering the Call to 
Serve on America’s Homefront

Kean, Sam. Dinner With King 
Tut: How Rogue Archaeologists 
Are Recreating the Sights, 
Sounds, Smells, and the Tastes of 
Lost Civilizations

Kotb, Hoda. Jump and Find 
Joy: Embracing Change in Every 
Season of Life

Lepore, Jill. We the People: A 
History of the U.S. Constitution

Levy, Shawn. Clint: The Man 
and the Movies

Morris, Susana M. Positive 
Obsession: The Life and Times of 
Octavia E. Butler

Nosrat, Samin. Good Things: 
Recipes and Rituals to Share with 
People You Love: A Cookbook

Patterson, James. Disrupt 
Everything: Every Leader, Team 
Member, and Family Needs to 
Disrupt

Patterson, James. The Idaho 
Four: An American Tragedy

Presley, Priscilla. Softly, As 
I Leave You: Life After Elvis–A 
Memoir

Price, Kate. This Happened to 
Me: A Reckoning

Reiner, Rob. A Fine Line 
Between Stupid and Clever: The 
Story of Spinal Tap

Richie, Lionel. Truly

Roach, Mary. Replaceable You: 
Adventures in Human Anatomy

Taraborrelli, J. Randy. JFK: 
Public, Private, Secret

Toews, Miriam. A Truce That 
Is Not Peace

Vernon, Alex. Peace Is a Shy 
Thing: The Life and Art of Tim 
O’Brien

Vittert, Leland. Born Lucky: A 
Dedicated Father, a Grateful Son, 
and My Journey with Autism

Weiner, Tim. The Mission: The 
CIA in the 21st Century



All Summer Reading Program activities will take place at Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall unless otherwise noted. 

Mondays 
Press Start for Art: Ages 2-6 
10:00 a.m. 
July 7

Tuesdays 
Stories and Art: Ages 2-6  
Downtown Library
10:00 a.m. 
July 1, 8 

Wednesdays 
Performer: All Ages  
Performance Room at Alton Square Mall 
10:00 a.m.  
July 2: Enchanted Events: Island Princess visit 
July 9: We Like to Party: Mario & Luigi visit 

Thursdays 
Making the Game Science Workshop: Ages 6-12 
10:00 a.m. 
July 3 

Treasure Quest Treasure Hunt: All Ages 
All Day 
July 3 

KidsSpace Side Quest:  Ages 6-12 
All day, every day!

Last Day to Record Reading in Beanstack 
Wednesday, July 9 

End-of-the-Summer-Reading-Program Party: All 
Ages 
Performance Room at Alton Square Mall 
5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.  
Thursday, July 10 
Celia’s Sing-Along Dance Party 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
Treats by Mo’z Sweet Treats

2025 Kids Summer Reading Program 
“Level Up at Your Library”

Stories with Panda Bear: Ages 2-5
Downtown Library
10:00 a.m.
Tuesdays, August 12, 19, and 26; September 2, 9, 16, 
23, and 30

Baby Lap-Sit Story Time: Ages 0-2
Downtown Library
10:00 a.m.
Wednesdays, August 13, 20, and 27; September 3, 10, 
17, and 24

Books and Busy Bees Story Time: Ages 3-6
10:00 a.m.
Thursdays, August 14, 21, and 28; September 4, 11, 18, 
and 25

Make-or-Take Crafts: Ages 3-7
Monday, September 8
Kits available for pick-up while supplies last. 

Lego Club: Ages 6-12
4:00 p.m.
Tuesday, September 9

KidsSpace Treasure Hunts: All Ages
Available all day, every day beginning  
Monday, August 11

StoryWalk at The Nature Institute
A new story is posted at the beginning of each month!

1000 Books Before Kindergarten: Ages 0-5
Visit haynerlibrary.beanstack.org or download the 
Beanstack mobile app to participate! 

Dial-A-Story: Ages 0-10
New stories are added at the beginning of each month. 
Call (618) 462-TALE (618-462-8253) to listen!

August & September Activities
Unless otherwise noted, all programs will be held at Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall.



Teen Crime Stoppers 
4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, September 3

Teen Lego Challenge 
4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, September 24

Teen Make-and-Take Craft
4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, August 27

Teen Take-Home Kits
Monday, September 8
Kits available for pick-up while supplies last.

 

Teen Advisory Board
4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday, September 10

Draw to Impress 
4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Wednesdays, August 20; September 17

Expressive Art
4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Fridays, August 29; September 26

YA Fridays
4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Fridays, August 22; September 5, 12, and 19

All Summer Reading Program activities are for ages 
12-18 and will take place in the Hayner Library 
Teen Center at Alton Square Mall, located in the 
Performance Room on the upper level, unless 
otherwise noted. Call Megan at (618) 433-2872 for 
more information.

Wednesday - Games 
4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
July 2: Giant Twister 

Teen Party 
2:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Monday, July 7 
Enjoy a free book, snacks, and a Murder Mystery 
presented by Happy Faces Entertainment! 

2025 Teen Summer Reading Program 
“Level Up at Your Library”

Duck Costume Contest
Decorate a duck for a chance to win fun prizes! Pick up your duck beginning Tuesday, September 2. Drop decorated 
ducks off no later than Friday, September 26. Voting takes place Wednesday, October 1, through Friday, October 31. 
Winners will be announced on Monday, November 3.
Call Megan at (618) 433-2872 for more information. 

Supplies for Summer Fine Amnesty Program 
Do you have Hayner Library materials that got lost under the couch or in the back seat of your car? Supplies for Summer 
is an excellent opportunity to return those items to the library and avoid the accrued fines. Hayner Library’s fine 
amnesty program, Supplies for Summer, will take place from July 1 through July 31. During this period, patrons with 
overdue Hayner Library items can pay their fine with personal hygiene products such as soap, shampoo, toothpaste, 
deodorant, toothbrushes, hand lotion, etc. Library materials must be returned at the same time you donate the personal 
hygiene products. We ask that you bring at least one unopened and unexpired product for each overdue library item. 
This program applies only to overdue Hayner Library materials. The library will donate the personal hygiene products 
to the Crisis Food Center and the Alton School District. Supplies for Summer is a great way to support community 
organizations, and it is also an excellent opportunity to return “lost” materials to the library so that other patrons can 
check them out. Thank you for your support!

August & September Activities
Unless otherwise noted, all programs will be held in the Hayner Library Teen Center at Alton Square Mall.



 
 

National Book Lovers Day 
National Book Lovers Day, celebrated annually on August 9, is a special occasion to honor the joy of reading and the 
powerful connection between people and books. For Hayner Library, this day is the perfect opportunity to celebrate 
our shared love for reading! 
Join us throughout the month of August as we invite patrons to visit all three of our Hayner Library locations. To 
celebrate, simply share a book you absolutely LOVE with our staff at the circulation desk, and you will receive a small 
prize! 
While you are here, take the time to explore our collection. Don’t miss our local author display, highlighting works by 
talented writers in our community. Plus, make sure to browse our shelves and check out a new book—you might just 
discover your next great read! 
Whether you are a lifelong book lover or just getting started, National Book Lovers Day is the perfect time to explore, 
share, and find books that you can truly fall in love with. We can’t wait to see you at the library!

Achieve Your Goals with LearningExpress
Whether you’re looking to improve your core skills, prepare for college admissions tests, obtain your high school 
equivalency, or join the workforce, LearningExpress has everything you need. You’ll find practice tests, quizzes, 
tutorials, microlessons, e-books, articles, and flashcards to help you achieve your goals.
Using LearningExpress, you can:

•	 Prepare for the ACT, SAT, and AP college admissions exams
•	 Study for the GED (resources also available in Spanish)
•	 Explore potential careers (including military service), build workplace skills, and prepare for the ASVAB and 

career licensure exams 
•	 Build basic computer, internet, and Microsoft Office skills
•	 Study for graduate school admissions exams (DAT, GMAT, GRE, LSAT, MCAT, and PCAT)
•	 Prepare for the U.S. citizenship exam (resources also available in Spanish)

In addition, elementary and middle school educators will find a variety of supplementary instructional resources 
aligned to math, reading, writing, and social studies curricula.
To get started, visit www.haynerlibrary.org/digital-resources-collections/subscription-databases and look for 
LearningExpress. If you’re using LearningExpress at home, make sure to have your Hayner Library card handy so you 
can log in.

Check Out the Genealogy Cheat Sheets in the Illinois Room
Each guide relates to a specific genealogy research topic. The guides are 
packed with essential information, research tips, strategies, and resources!
Look for:
African American Genealogy Research:  IR 929.108996073 HAI
The Historical Biographer’s Guide to Cluster Research 
(the FAN Principle):  IR 929.1072 MIL
Female Ancestors:  IR 929.1 CAR
Genetic Genealogy Basics:  IR 929.1072 BUS
Irish Genealogy Research:  IR 929.3417 MIT

Copy or take pictures of the information you need for your research. Keep your eye out for more to come!



 
 New in Our Illinois Room

American Breweriana Journal: Official Publication of the 
American Breweriana Association, Inc. IR 663.31 AME 1998/07-08

Chicago, the Great Central Market: A Collection of 
Editorials and Illustrations from the “Field Quality News” 
by Marshall Field & Company (1921). IR LOCKED CASES 977.311 
MAR

College Avenue Presbyterian Church. Advent 1997.  
IR 285.977386 COL

Geological Science Field Trip, Guide Leaflet, Grafton 
Area, Jersey County: Jerseyville, Hardin, St. Charles, and 
Brussels Quadrangles by the Illinois State Geological Survey (1960).  
IR 557.73 GEO

The Grafton Gallinipper. IR 977.3885 GRA 1992/FALL

The Growth of a City: Alton, Illinois Streets, Annexations, 
and Subdivisions -- Includes Information on Upper Alton, 
North Alton, and Godfrey compiled by The Hayner Public Library 
District Genealogy & Local History Library (2025).  IR 917.738 HAY

The Kids’ Medical Care Handbook by Kathie R. Wuellner (2025). 
IR 618.92 WUE

The Ku Klux Klan in the Alton Area compiled by The Hayner 
Public Library District Genealogy & Local History Library (2025).  
IR 322.4209773 KUK

A Long Way to Find a Home: George Edwin Taylor as a Child 
by Darrell Ferguson (2024). IR jB TAYLOR

Mississippi River Mayhem: Disasters, Tragedy, and Murder 
on Ol’ Man River by Dean Klinkenberg (2022). IR 976 KLI

New Alton Community Center: Alton, Illinois (1995).  
IR 711.5520977386 BOO

Qualifications to Provide Architectural/Engineering 
Services for the Alton Community Center (1995). IR 
711.5520977386 AAI

River Bend 1996-97 Relocation Guide created by the River Bend 
Growth Association (1996). IR 917.738 RIV

St. Patrick’s Cemetery, Godfrey, Illinois: Burial Book (1974). 
IR 977.3865 STP BK.1, BK.2, BK.3

Time and Time Again: A Brief History of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States of America by Robert Tabscott 
(1997). IR LOCKED CASES 285 TAB

A Touch of Innocence by Katherine Dunham (1959).  
IR B DUNHAM

Tracing Your Irish Ancestors by John Grenham (2019).  
IR 941.5 GRE

West Jr. High Falcons yearbooks. IR LOCKED CASES 373.7386 
WES 1980 and IR LOCKED CASES 373.7386 WES 1981
YWCA Women of Distinction program book (2025).  
IR 977.386 YWC 2025 

Branching Out 2025: 
Genealogy Classes 
The Hayner Genealogy & Local History 
Library offers Branching Out classes at 
the Genealogy & Local History Library, 
401 State Street, Alton, IL. Branching Out 
classes take place on the second and third 
Thursdays of each month from 10:00 a.m. – 
11:30 a.m. 
On the second Thursday of each month, 
library staff presents a discussion of a 
genealogy research topic. On the third 
Thursday, we gather around the fireplace, 
and everyone gets a chance to share family 
stories, photos, and projects. We learn from 
each other and have some laughs too! 
July 10 - Vital Records: From the Church 
to the Courthouse
July 17 - Discussion Group
August 14 - Where They Lived: Property 
Research
August 21 - Discussion Group
September 11 - A New Home: 
Immigration and Naturalization 
September 18 - Discussion Group
Branching Out classes and discussion group 
meetings will continue throughout 2025 
on the second and third Thursdays of each 
month. Just getting started with genealogy 
and not sure if these classes are right for 
you? Call or email the Genealogy & Local 
History Library to schedule an individual 
appointment. We will review your 
information and help you determine what 
to do next. Call (618) 462-0677, ext. 2892, 
or email genealogy@haynerlibrary.org.



Join us for our Summer 2025 special events. These events are great for all ages, and they’re all free of charge! 
Most programs require registration. To register, please call 1-800-613-3163.

REMINDER: Program registration often fills up and rolls over to a waiting list. If you are not going to attend a 
program for which you are registered, please call 1-800-613-3163 and let us know. We will fill your reservation with 
a name from the waiting list.

SPECIAL EVENTS AT HAYNER
All library special events are funded by grants and/or 
private endowment. Photos may be taken during library 
programs. Your enrollment in our programs will be as-
sumed as your consent to allow the library the right to 
use these photos in promotional material.

X’s and Sews: A Crafting Program 
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room
Tuesdays, July 8 and 22; August 5 and 19; September 2, 16, and 30, 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Calling all crafters! Pack up your portable projects and join us for X’s and Sews—a laid-back crafting program where 
your creativity meets community. Bring whatever you’re working on, whether it’s embroidery, knitting, crocheting, 
drawing, scrapbooking, cross-stitching, jewelry making, origami, quilting, woodcarving…you name it! Enjoy relaxing 
music, conversation, and the company of fellow crafters. If your craft can be transported with ease, we’d love for you to 
bring it along and create with us. We cannot wait to meet everyone and see what you are working on! No registration 
is necessary.

Murder Mystery Improv: A Funny Thing Happened on the Way 
to a Murder
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room
Monday, July 7, 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

When the cast and crew of a Broadway revue discover a murder most foul, suspicions and old grudges loom large in 
the footlights! In this interactive, Broadway-themed improv mystery, audience members play the suspects and share 
the stage with our professional team, who will guide them through the highs and lows of a hilarious, one-of-a-kind 
whodunit.
Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program.

Family Line Dancing
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room 
Wednesdays, July 9 and August 13, 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Join Michael Wooten from Effervescent Studios for a variety line dancing class, suitable for ages ten and up. The one-
hour class teaches the latest line dances, preparing participants for upcoming outings with family and friends. 
Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program. If you previously registered for either of these dates, please call 
to re-register.



Alzheimer’s Association Education Workshops
Learn more about memory loss, dementia, and Alzheimer’s disease in these workshops provided by the Greater 
Missouri Chapter of the Alzheimer’s Association.
Seating is limited! Please register with the Alzheimer’s Association using the link or phone number provided below 
for each workshop. 
Understanding Alzheimer’s and Dementia 
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room
Thursday, July 17, 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Learn about the impact of Alzheimer’s, the difference between Alzheimer’s and dementia, Alzheimer’s disease stages 
and risk factors, current research, treatments available to address some symptoms, and Alzheimer’s Association 
resources.
Register at tinyurl.com/UAD-Hayner-Library-7-17 or call 1-800-272-3900.

Managing Money: A Caregiver’s Guide to Finances
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room
Thursday, September 18, 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

If you or someone you know is facing Alzheimer’s disease, dementia, or another chronic illness, it’s never too early to 
put financial plans in place. Join us to learn tips for managing someone else’s finances, how to prepare for future care 
costs, and the benefits of early planning.
Register at tinyurl.com/MM-Hayner-Library-9-18-25 or call 1-800-272-3900.

Sacred Spaces of CARE & Metro-East Recovery Council: 
Conversations on Substance Use & Recovery
Genealogy & Local History Library
Thursdays, July 10, September 11, and November 13, at 6:00 p.m.

We invite you to join us as we host Alton-based nonprofit group Sacred Spaces of CARE and the Metro-East Recovery 
Council for conversations on substance use and recovery. These sessions are judgement-free and open to anyone.

Writers Circle 
For the novice and the experienced: Join us for a writing prompt to get creativity flowing and 
receive constructive feedback from your peers in a guided group discussion.
The focus genre of our Writers Circle will change every month, so be sure to check in! 
Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program. Registration is limited to ten people.
Beyond the Sea
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room
Saturday, July 26, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

Short Story – Sci Fi
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room
Saturday, August 30, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Flash Fiction – Scandal
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room
Saturday, September 20, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 



Yarn Bombers Workshop: Chicken Stitch!
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room
Wednesday, August 6, 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Join the Riverbend Yarn Bombers for a stitch-and-chat session! Make a granny square chicken or bring your own 
portable fiber arts project to work on while discussing upcoming Riverbend Yarn Bombers projects. All skill levels 
welcome!
Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program.

An Afternoon with Switchback
Benjamin Godfrey Memorial Chapel, 5800 Godfrey Road, Godfrey, IL  
Sunday, August 3, 2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

They’re back! Don’t miss another chance to see Switchback, the award-winning duo of Brian Fitzgerald and Martin 
McCormack. A perennial patron favorite, this concert is full of harmonies, guitars, mandolins, and a blend of Celtic 
and American roots music. 
American Songwriter Magazine (who placed them alongside Americana icon Steve Earle) praised Switchback as one 
of the seminal groups to blend American roots and traditional Celtic styles. Switchback’s hybrid has an energy and 
joyous abandon that Matt Malloy of The Chieftains proclaimed “powerful!”
With three PBS specials, music on NBC, and appearances with the Moody Blues, Jethro Burns, Clifton Chenier, John 
Hartford, Leon Russell, Dale Watson, The Chieftains, Liz Carol, Martin Hayes, and many others, Switchback has 
earned a place among musical legends.
Truly a concert for the whole family! Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program.
This program is jointly presented by The Hayner Public Library District and the Music Department of Lewis & Clark 
Community College.

Summer Reading Retreat 
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room  
Friday, July 18, 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

Grab a book and head to Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall for our Summer Reading Retreat! While here, sip on 
lemonade, enjoy various fruits and chips, and practice the art of origami. Chat with fellow readers about what you are 
currently reading or share your favorite books from the past. 
Not sure what to read? Clear up your “to be read” list, pick out a new book, dive into that long read you have been 
putting off, or explore a few short stories. If you need inspiration, look at the library displays as you enter. This open 
house-style event allows you to come and go as you please, whether for a short visit or the entire time. 
Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program. 

August is National Crayon Donation Month!
Donate new or used crayons to Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall or the 
Downtown Library during the month of August.
At the end of the month, crayons will be collected and taken to Riverbend Head 
Start for their next adventure! COLLECT  >  CONTRIBUTE  >  CREATE



Hayner Cookbook Club 
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room
Tuesday, August 26, 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Cookbook Selections: The Cookbook for Kids, BHG New Junior Cook Book, and Rachel Ray 
Yum-O!: The Family Cookbook

Parents and kids of all ages: cook up some fun in the kitchen! As the school year kicks off, it’s the perfect time to bring 
families together around the table—and what better way than with a little culinary creativity?

Join us for our Cookbook Club, where mealtime becomes family time. Flip through a fun and flavorful selection of 
cookbooks, pick out recipes as a team, and discover just how tasty collaboration can be. Whether it’s a simple snack 
or a whole dinner, there’s something for every age and skill level—because sometimes, kids really do know best! Get 
cooking, connecting, and creating memories, one recipe at a time.

To participate, stop by the Circulation Desk at Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall, choose your favorite recipe from 
the cookbook on display, and register on the sign-up sheet. Hayner Library staff will mark your recipe and make a 
copy for you to take home. Create your masterpiece and bring it to share at the Cookbook Club event! Please bring a 
copy of your recipe to display next to your delicious creation. Coffee, tea, water, plates, and utensils will be provided.

Ghosts Next Door – Franklin Masonic Lodge, Alton, IL 
Genealogy & Local History Library 
Thursday, August 14, 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Join us for our first chapter of “Ghosts Next Door,” where we will discuss the history and 
hauntings of the Franklin Masonic Lodge in Alton! The Witch’s Familiar Paranormal Research 
team (affiliated with the Midwest Paranormal Investigators Consortium) will share historical 
facts and their paranormal experiences in this location, as well as demonstrate ghost hunting 
equipment and practices such as rem pods, spirit boxes, and the Estes Method. 
Each “Ghosts Next Door” program will focus on a different location, so be sure to keep your eye out for future events!
Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program. 

The Do’s and Don’ts of Travel with Judy Rynders
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room
Tuesday, August 12, 6:00 p.m. – 6:45 p.m.

Come join travel agent Judy Rynders for an informational talk about the do’s and don’ts of travel. With over forty years 
of travel experience working with local travel agencies and numerous trips to Europe and the Caribbean, Judy will 
share valuable insights on topics including required documents, travel discounts, car rentals, international travel, and 
navigating non-refundable specials vs. regular fares. If you are planning a future trip or just dreaming of one, bring 
your questions and come and join us for this informational evening of expert advice and travel inspiration. 
Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program. 



Family Album and Trilogy: Two Films by Jean King and Ann 
Morrissey Davidson
Genealogy & Local History Library
Wednesday, September 10, 6:00 p.m. 
Family Album is the story of Altonian Jean King’s family put to music. Through 
song and dance, it tells their story in four parts: Our Ancestors, Our Immediate 
Family, Our Generation, and Our Next Generation.
Trilogy features music inspired by three works of art: sculptures The Whistler and The Bather, and an oil and acrylic 
painting, Thicket No. 43, by Jeffrey Vaughn.
Jean King composed the music for both the eighty-minute feature length film and the fifteen-minute short film and 
wrote the lyrics for Family Album. Ann Morrissey Davidson is the cinematographer. Both films are a community effort 
by vocalists, dancers, and actors. Filming took place on location in the greater Alton area.
The video includes dance by Altonian Bruce Alexander and performing arts students from Principia College. Solo 
vocalists are Alison Neace, Doug Burns, Ron Abraham, and area chorus members. The music genre ranges from pop 
to neo-classical.
The presentation is free, and DVDs will be available for purchase for $10.
Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program. 

McVicar the Trickster
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room
Tuesday, September 9, 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

Josh McVicar began performing locally in the St. Louis area before honing his skills as a stage performer. He worked 
his way through the Midwest at locations such as Red Robin, Six Flags Mid-America, St. Louis College of Pharmacy, 
Diamond Pet Foods, and Lake Forest University. He soon gained national prominence, having performed in nearly all 
fifty states, in universities from coast to coast, and in businesses throughout the region. 
McVicar is a comedian who performs new routines using modern magic techniques. Josh is one of the few “comedy” 
performers who can provide a show that is not only entertaining and funny, but also polite and family-friendly. In all 
his performances, he promotes audience engagement and participation, and his years of working with a wide range of 
audiences have equipped him for almost any situation.
Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program. 

Cook Around the World with AtoZ World Food
Get a taste of international cuisine from the comfort of your own kitchen! With more than 7,000 traditional recipes 
from 174 countries, plus articles on ingredients and food culture, AtoZ World Food is an un-beet-able resource for 
anyone interested in food and cooking.
Besides recipes and ingredient information, you’ll also find cooking videos, food histories, articles on inventions in 
food technology, cooking conversations, information on dietary philosophies, and more.
Visit www.haynerlibrary.org/digital-resources-collections/subscription-databases and look for AtoZ World Food. Log 
in with your Hayner Library card to get started!
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401 State Street
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Downtown Library (618) 462-0677 
Genealogy & Local History Library (618) 462-0677	
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall (618) 462-0677	
Administrative Office (618) 462-0677
Administrative Office FAX (618) 462-4919	

Hours of Operation
Downtown Library	
326 Belle Street, Alton
Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Saturday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Closed Sunday

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall 
132 Alton Square Mall Dr., Alton
Monday-Saturday, 8:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Sunday, 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Genealogy & Local History Library
401 State Street, Alton
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday, 12:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Closed Sunday

www.haynerlibrary.org

Calling All Crafters: Access Free Art and Craft Classes with 
Creativebug
With Creativebug, you’ll enjoy unlimited access to thousands of online art and craft classes that you can watch anytime, 
anywhere. Classes never expire, so you can start and stop projects at your own pace. No pressure, just possibilities!
Creativebug classes include:

In addition to standalone classes, Creativebug offers Learning Journeys, a series of classes and techniques that build 
upon each other to help you master the basics of creative skills like garment sewing, knitting, bookmaking, mending, 
and Cricut crafts. 
Or, if you’re looking to flex your creative muscles and get into new artistic practices, you can check out the Daily 
Practice Series. With over 100 different projects in a variety of mediums, each Daily Practice guides you through a 
creative project one day at a time so you can build your skills while exploring tools and materials.
Can’t wait to begin your next project?  
Visit www.haynerlibrary.org/digital-resources-collections/subscription-databases and look for Creativebug.  
Simply log in with your Hayner Library card to get started!

•	 Yarn crafts
•	 Sewing
•	 Quilting
•	 Needlework
•	 Art + Design

•	 Paper
•	 Holiday + Party 
•	 Jewelry
•	 Food + Home
•	 Kids + Teens


