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Keep Up-to-Date with Hayner Library on
Riverbender.com’s Our Daily Show and with
Our Weekly Email Newsletter!

As patrons of Hayner Library know, the library is more than just books. We offer many
programs, services, and collections for patrons of all ages—and we're always adding
more!

There are many ways to keep up with everything that’s happening at the library. Quarterly,
we mail our print newsletter to each household in the District, our monthly KidsSpace
and TeenSpace newsletters are available on our website and at the library, and our social
media accounts are updated daily.

We also have a regular segment entitled “Beyond the Shelves with Hayner Library” on
Riverbender.com’s Our Daily Show. Visit Riverbender.com on the first and last Monday
of each month at 10:30 a.m. to learn about all the exciting free programs, services, and
collections at Hayner Library. We will also feature staff, patrons, and Board members
discussing why they love the library and believe Hayner Library is a vital asset to our
community. We will post the segments on our social media accounts so that you can
easily share the information with your family and friends.

We also offer a weekly email to keep you updated on everything happening at the library
throughout the week. Visit www.haynerlibrary.org to sign up, or ask a Library Assistant
to add your email address to our mailing list!

Hayner Library Available for Community
Outreach Presentations

Hayner Library is more than just books—and wed love the opportunity to tell you
more about the services and programs that we offer. If you belong to an organization
in Alton, Godfrey, or Foster Township and youre looking for a guest speaker,
please call Hayner Library Executive Director Mary Cordes at (618) 433-2877 or email
mary.cordes@haynerlibrary.org.

Inclement Weather Closing Information

Winter is just around the corner, bringing the potential for snow and ice. To ensure the
safety of our patrons and staff, the library may close should road conditions become
too hazardous. If bad wintery weather is in the forecast, please call the library, visit
the Hayner Library website, or check our social media pages before visiting one of our
locations. Drive carefully!




News
Forthcoming
Books

FICTION—

Armstrong, Kelley. Cold as Hell:
A Haven’s Rock Novel

Bailey, Tessa. Dream Girl Drama

Balogh, Mary. Remember When:
Clarissa’s Story (Ravenswood Novel)

Beaton, M.C. Death of a
Smuggler (Hamish Macbeth)

Benedict, Marie. The Queens of
Crime

Berry, Steve. The Medici Return
(Cotton Malone)

Black, Lisa. Not Who We
Expected

Bohjalian, Chris. The Jackal’s

Mistress

Bowen, Rhys. Silent as the Grave
(Molly Murphy)

Box, C. J. Battle Mountain (Joe
Pickett)

Brennan, Allison. See How They
Hide (Quinn & Costa)

Brown, Sandra. Blood Moon
Burke, Alafair. The Note

Childs, Laura. High Tea and
Misdemeanors

Coben, Harlan. Nobody’s Fool

Cosimano, Elle. Finlay Donovan
Digs Her Own Grave

Crais, Robert. The Big Empty
(Cole & Pike)

Dailey, Janet. Lie for a Million
Davis, Fiona. The Stolen Queen
Deveraux, Jude. Order of Swans

Dodd, Christina. Girl
Anonymous

Donoghue, Emma. The Paris
Express

Eskens, Allen. The Quiet
Librarian

Estleman, Loren D. Smoke on
the Water (Amos Walker)

Farnsworth, Christopher.
Robert B. Parker’s Buried Secrets
(Jesse Stone)

Feeney, Alice. Beautiful Ugly

Finder, Joseph. The Oligarch’s
Daughter

Freeman, Brian. Robert
Ludlum’s the Bourne Vendetta

French, Nicci. The Last Days of
Kira Mullan

Genova, Lisa. More or Less
Maddy

Gerritsen, Tess. The Summer
Guests (Martini Club)

Greaney, Mark. Midnight Black
(Gray Man)

Grippando, James. Grave
Danger: A Jack Swyteck Novel

Hazelwood, Ali. Deep End

Hendrix, Grady. Witchcraft for
Wayward Girls

Holmes, Linda. Back After This

Hurwitz, Gregg. Nemesis: An
Orphan X Novel

Jenoff, Pam. Last Twilight in
Paris

Kellerman, Jonathan. Open
Season: An Alex Delaware Novel

Krentz, Jayne Ann. Shattering
Dawn

Lipman, Elinor. Every Tom, Dick
& Harry

Maguire, Gregory. Elphie: A
Wicked Childhood
Mallery, Susan. Beach Vibes

MecAllister, Gillian. Famous Last
Words

McConaghy, Charlotte. Wild
Dark Shore

McFadden, Freida. The Crash

Meissner, Susan. A Map to
Paradise

Michaels, Fern. Fight or Flight

Mosley, Walter. Been Wrong So
Long It Feels Like Right: A King
Oliver Novel

Moyes, Jojo. We All Live Here

Murray, Victoria Christopher.
Harlem Rhapsody

Nesbg, Jo. Blood Ties

Patterson, James. Holmes is
Missing (Holmes, Margaret & Poe)

Patterson, James. Paranoia
(Michael Bennett)

Patterson, James. The Texas
Murders

Patterson, James. The Writer: A
Thriller

Peters, Amanda. Waiting for the
Long Night Moon: Stories

Raybourn, Deanna. Kills Well
with Others

Robb, J. D. Bonded in Death

Rollins, James. A Dragon of
Black Glass (Moonfall)

Sandford, John. Lethal Prey
Shalvis, Jill. Better Than Friends

Sittenfeld, Curtis. Show Don’t
Tell: Stories

Steel, Danielle. Far From Home
Steel, Danielle. Never Say Never
Turow, Scott. Presumed Guilty
Tyler, Anne. Three Days in June

Unger, Lisa. Close Your Eyes and
Count to 10

Willig, Lauren. The Girl from
Greenwich Street: A Novel of
Hamilton, Burr, and America’s First
Murder Trial

Yarros, Rebecca. Onyx Storm
(Empyrean)

NONFICTION—

Adlington, Lucy. Four Red
Sweaters: Powerful True Stories of
Women and the Holocaust
Alford, Henry. I Dream of Joni:
A Portrait of Joni Mitchell in 53
Snapshots

Baker, Josephine. Fearless and
Free: A Memoir

Beck, Martha. Beyond Anxiety:
Curiosity, Creativity, and Finding
Your Life’s Purpose

Bloom, Sahil. The 5 Types of
Wealth: A Transformative Guide to
Design Your Dream Life

Brooks, Geraldine. Memorial
Days: A Memoir

Brown, Alton. Food for Thought:
Essays and Ruminations

Comer, James. All the President’s
Money: Investigating the Secret
Foreign Schemes That Made the
Biden Family Rich

Dawson, Kate Winkler. The
Sinners All Bow: Two Authors, One
Murder, and the Real Hester Prynne
Dezenhall, Eric. Wiseguys

and the White House: Gangsters,
Presidents, and the Deals They
Made

Dowd, Maureen. Notorious:
Portraits of Stars from Hollywood,
Culture, Fashion, and Tech

Fisher, Jefferson. The Next
Conversation: Argue Less, Talk
More

Franke, Shari. The House of My
Mother: A Daughter’s Quest for
Freedom

Gillon, Steven M. Presidents at
War: How World War IT Shaped

a Generation of Presidents, from
Eisenhower and JFK Through
Reagan and Bush

Hayes, Chris. The Sirens’ Call:
How Attention Became the World’s
Most Endangered Resource

Knox, Amanda. Free: My Search
for Meaning

Leith, Prue. Life’s Too Short to
Stuff a Mushroom: Really Good
Food Without the Fuss

Levy, Buddy. Realm of Ice
and Sky: Triumph, Tragedy, and
History’s Greatest Arctic Rescue

Lewkowicz, Josef. The Survivor:
How I Made It Through Six
Concentration Camps and Became
a Nazi Hunter

Longo, Valter. Fasting Cancer:
How Fasting and Nutritechnology
Are Creating a Revolution in
Cancer Prevention and Treatment

Melizer, Brad. The JFK
Conspiracy: The Secret Plot to Kill
Kennedy--And Why It Failed

Miller, Donald. Building a
Storybrand 2.0: Clarify Your
Message So Customers Will Listen

Morrison, Susan. Lorne: The
Man Who Invented Saturday Night
Live

0’Connor, Mary-Frances. The
Grieving Body: How the Stress of
Loss Can Be an Opportunity for
Healing

Oliver, Jamie. Simply Jamie: Fast
& Simple Food

Orman, Suze. The Ultimate
Retirement Guide for 50+: Winning

Strategies to Make Your Money Last
a Lifetime (Updated for 2025)

Pearl, Matthew. Save Our Souls:
The True Story of a Castaway
Family, Treachery, and Murder

Perry, Imani. Black in Blues:
How a Color Tells the Story of My
People

Shields, Brooke. Brooke
Shields Is Not Allowed to Get Old:
Thoughts on Aging as a Woman

Sielski, Mike. Magic in the Air:
The Myth, the Mystery, and the Soul
of the Slam Dunk

Steves, Rick. On the Hippie Trail:
Istanbul to Kathmandu and the
Making of a Travel Writer

Strobel, Lee. Seeing the
Supernatural: Investigating Angels,
Demons, Mystical Dreams, Near-
Death Encounters, and Other
Mysteries of the Unseen World
Vuolo, Jinger Duggar. People
Pleaser: Breaking Free from the
Burden of Imaginary Expectations
Watts, Naomi. Dare I Say It:
Everything I Wish Id Known about
Menopause

Wiking, Meik. The Art of Danish
Living: How the World’s Happiest
People Find Joy at Work

Zusak, Markus. Three Wild Dogs
(and the Truth): A Memoir



KIDSSPACE e 2025 activities

Stories with Panda Bear

Downtown Library KidsSpace

Tuesdays, January 7, 14, 21, 28, February 4, 11,
18, 25, and March 4, 11, 18, 25, at 10:00 a.m.
Come join us for stories, songs, music, and a snack. This

story time is for children ages 2-4.
To register, call (618) 462-0677, ext. 2836.

Baby Lap-Sit Story Time

Downtown Library KidsSpace

Wednesdays, January 8, 15, 22, 29,
February 5, 12, 19, 26, and March 5, 19, 26,
at 10:00 a.m.

Bring your little ones for stories, songs, fingerplays, and
fun. This story time is for children ages birth-2.

To register, call (618) 462-0677, ext. 2836.

Books and Busy Bees Story Time

Hayner Library KidsSpace at Alton Square Mall
Thursdays, January 9, 16, 23, 30, February
6,13, 20, 27, and March 6, 13, 20, 27, at
10:00 a.m.

Come enjoy stories, songs, and a fun themed craft. This

story time is for children ages 3-5.
To register, call (618) 433-288]1.

Make-or-Take Crafts

Hayner Library KidsSpace at Alton Square Mall
Mondays, January 6, February 3, and March 3
Stop by the Hayner Library KidsSpace at Alton Square
Mall and ask for your free Make-or-Take Craft. Crafts
will be available on the first Monday of each month while
supplies last.

Bite-Size Science

Hayner Library KidsSpace at Alton Square Mall
Fridays, January 10, February 7, and March 7
This fun, monthly S.T.E.A.M.-themed program happens
on the first Friday of each month. Staff will prepare
interactive kits for children to take home that demonstrate
different S.T.E.A.M. concepts such as surface tension,
earth science, anatomy, and robotics! Each kit will
include an item list and the ingredients needed to do the
activity. Adult assistance will be required for some of the

activities. This program is designed for children ages 7-10
years old. Kits may be picked up from the Hayner Library
KidsSpace at Alton Square Mall. For more information
or to reserve a kit, call (618) 433-2881.

Lego Club

Hayner Library KidsSpace at Alton Square Mall
Tuesdays, January 14, February 11, and
March 11, 4:00 p.m. — 5:00 p.m.

Join us for an hour of building and creating Lego
masterpieces! Hayner Library will supply the Legos. Lego
Club will meet on the second Tuesday of each month.

This program is for children ages 6-11. Limited space is
available. To register, call (618) 433-2881.

Yoga Time for Kids

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall
Performance Room

Saturdays, January 25, February 15, and
March 22, at 10:00 a.m.

Hayner Library KidsSpace would like to welcome back
SonJoria Sydnor of Our Family’s Doing Yoga! Son]Joria
will bring children’s yoga to thelibrary on the last Saturday
of each month in January, February, and March. Come
join us to learn new yoga poses and calming techniques
that can help your child learn how to relax and deal with
everyday stressful events. This class is for children ages
3-7 years of age.

Limited space is available! Registration is required to
attend this program. Please call (618) 433-2881 to register.

Valentine’s Day Card Drop-In Station

Hayner Library KidsSpace at Alton Square Mall
Children are invited to drop by KidsSpace at Alton
Square Mall between Wednesday, February 5, through
Friday, February 14, between 10:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. to
make a valentine for someone special. Adult supervision
is required.

Continued on next page =



Stuffed Animal Workshops

Hayner Library KidsSpace at Alton Square Mall
Saturday, March 8, at 10:00 a.m.

During this fun, interactive workshop, children ages 3-7
will experience an instant connection with their new
stuffed friend from Zoo Factory. Each stuffed animal
kit comes with a birth certificate, an unstuffed animal, a
wishing star, and stuffing instructions so they can bring
their friend to life. Limited space is available! Registration
is required to attend this program. Please call (618) 433-
2881 to register.

“Spring into Reading” Beanstack Challenge
March 3—March 29

Celebration: Saturday, March 29, at 2:00 p.m.
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall
Performance Room

Join us this March as we “Spring into Reading”. Children
ages 2-11 are invited to bring in the spring season by
reading books to help their brains grow! Check out
books from the library and log them on the Beanstack
app or at www.haynerlibrary.beanstack.org. Each week,
children can earn a small prize for logging just one hour
of reading! At the end of the challenge, a celebration for
our readers will be held on Saturday, March 29, at 2:00
p-.m. in the Performance Room, where Twist and Bounce
will provide fun inflatable games! Registration opens on
Beanstack on Monday, March 3.

Treasures in the Library

Hayner Library KidsSpace at Alton Square Mall
Come to the Hayner Library KidsSpace at Alton Square
Mall and follow the clues to see what treasures you can
find. Treasure hunts will change biweekly. Stop by the
KidsSpace desk for your first clue!

Dial-A-Story

Check out our new Dial-A-Story features! Children
can now call and listen to an easy reader story (picture
book) or a junior story (chapter book) read by one of
our Hayner Library staff members. To listen, call (618)
462-TALE (618-462-8253). Dial-A-Story has been
entertaining children for over twenty years. It is a safe,
free, educational, and entertaining activity for children,
available twenty-four hours a day, 365 days a year, from
the comfort of home. Stories will change at the beginning
of each month. Call Dial-A-Story now!

1000 Books Before Kindergarten Reading
Challenge

Calling all parents of children ages 0-4 years old! Did
you know the enjoyable act of sharing books helps
your child learn pre-reading skills that help prepare
them for kindergarten? All children who register
for 1000 Books Before Kindergarten will have fun
and receive prizes at each reading milestone. Visit
www.haynerlibrary.beanstack.org and sign up today! For
more information, call (618) 433-2881.

Reading Dragons

Do you like dragons, griffins, and unicorns? Do you want
a new game to play with your friends? Then this is the
challenge for you! For every thirty minutes that you read
and log with the library, you earn a new mystical creature
card. Watch as your dragon, unicorn, or griffin grows
from an egg to an adult. It’s easy! Come to the library to
get your starter pack and start collecting today. For more
information, call (618) 433-2881.

Tumblebook Library: Free e-Books for Children

Hayner Library offers e-book access for children through
the Tumblebook Library. The collection is accessible with
your Hayner Library card.

TumbleBook Library is an online collection of e-books for
children. It is a great way to encourage tech-savvy kids to
enjoy reading. Tumblebook Library contains thousands
of animated talking picture books, Spanish and French
books, read-along chapter books, nonfiction books, and
exciting games and puzzles! Hayner Library subscribes to
TumbleBook Library as a part of our digital collection. This
free service is available for use from your home computer,
smartphone, tablet, or other mobile devices. We hope that
you will check out the collection with your child.

To access TumbleBook Library for Kids:

« Visit www.haynerlibrary.org

« Click on the “E-Books & Digital Collections” icon
at the top of the page

o Select “E-Books & Digital Magazines” from the
drop-down menu

« Click on the “TumbleBook Library” link
—or—

« Download the TumbleBooks app to your device

o Open the app and tap on the “Library” icon

« Enter your country

« Enter your state

o Tap “Next”

o Enter your library name (Hayner Public Library District)

« Enter your Hayner Library card number

o Tap “Log In”



TEENSPACE

For more information, to register for TeenSpace
programs and events, or to learn more about these
programs, please contact Megan at (618) 433-2872 or
megan.dees@haynerlibrary.org.

Teen Take-Home Kits

Hayner Library TeenSpace at Alton Square Mall
Mondays, January 6, February 3, and March 3
Do you love science, art, or just like creating something
with your hands? If so, stop by the Hayner Library
TeenSpace at Alton Square Mall to pick up a Teen Take-
Home Kit! Kits are available while supplies last.

January 6: Drinkable Potion
February 3: Macramé Cactus
March 3: Color-Changing Play-Doh

Teen Crime Stoppers

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall
Performance Room Teen Center

Wednesdays, January 8, February 5, and
March 5, at 4:00 p.m.

Calling all true crime and murder mystery fans! Put on
your detective hat and join other sleuths to solve a mystery
at the library. Participants will work together to examine
clues, read case files, and figure out whodunnit. This event
is designed for teens ages 13-18.

The Teen Advisory Board (TAB)

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall
Performance Room Teen Center

Wednesdays, January 15, February 12, and
March 12, at 4:00 p.m.

What types of programs do you want to see at your library?
Come be a part of the Teen Advisory Board, which makes
decisions about new programs and events for teens at
Hayner Library! This group will meet on the second
Wednesday of each month.

Graphic Novel Writers Guild

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall
Performance Room Teen Center

Wednesdays, January 22, February 19, and
March 19, at 4:00 p.m.

If you love reading graphic novels and drawing, this
program is for you! Meet us in Graphic Novel Writers
Guild once per month.

Wanter 2025 Activities

Lego Challenge

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall
Performance Room Teen Center

Wednesdays, January 29, February 26, and
March 26, at 4:00 p.m.

Do you love Legos? Bring a friend and come join other
teens to create complex builds and win prizes!

Draw to Impress

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall
Performance Room Teen Center

Saturday, January 11, at 1:00 p.m.

Bring your drawing skills to this fun competition and win
some great prizes while meeting other teens with similar
interests.

Family Crime Stoppers

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall
Performance Room Teen Center

Saturday, January 18, at 1:00 p.m.

Calling all families! Join your teen and put your detective
skills to work to solve a crime! All participants must be
over the age of twelve.

Teen Reading Challenge

January 1 through December 31

Love to read? Love to win prizes? Then this is the challenge
for you! Each month, teens will be asked to read one book
of a different genre and write a review to be entered into a
drawing for a monthly gift card giveaway. At the end of the
twelve months, if all twelve reading challenges have been
completed, you will be entered into a grand prize drawing
for some awesome prizes! This challenge begins January 1,
2025 and ends December 31, 2025. The prize winner will
be notified by phone on January 6, 2026. Register for this
reading challenge at www.haynerlibrary.beanstack.org or
on the Beanstack app.



Grow Something Great! Free Seeds at Hayner Library

In addition to traditional items such as books, DVDs, audiobooks, magazines, and music CDs, and non-traditional
library items such as telescopes, baking kits, fishing poles, projectors, tools, and other fun items in our Library of
Things, Hayner Library also offers a seed library to patrons who wish to grow vegetables, fruits, flowers, and herbs!

Our seed library is available at all three Hayner Library locations. Stop by the library and select up to six packets of
seeds to take home and plant. Each seed packet is labeled with the seed variety, sowing information, and plant-specific
notes.

The current seed library contains:

« Flower seeds (aster, coneflower, marigold, sunflower, zinnia, partridge pea, swamp milkweed, black-eyed Susan,
and lanceleaf coreopsis)

« Fruit and vegetable seeds (acorn squash, butternut squash, cantaloupe, cucumber, pumpkin, and zucchini)
« Herb seeds (basil, dill, oregano, parsley, and sage)

Our seed library is not just a collection—it’s a community effort! We warmly encourage donations from your garden,
enriching our seed library and providing a wider variety of seeds for all. We accept all kinds of commercially packaged
and saved seed donations. If you're donating saved seeds, we ask that you fill out a form providing information such as
variety, collection date, contact information, and growing notes to ensure the best possible use of your contribution.

But that’s not all! The Hayner Library collection is a treasure trove for gardening enthusiasts, with hundreds of books
and DVDs covering gardening, farming, and other agriculture-related topics. We even have gardening kits available
for checkout, complete with a sun calculator, pH analyzer, and soil thermometer, to support your gardening journey!

It’s not too early to start thinking about sowing your seeds for the spring. Whether youre a master gardener or this is
your first time planting, we hope you’ll stop by Hayner Library and take a look at our latest offering!

Three Photo Tips from the Genealogy & Local History Library

1. Do you have a photo of a place you can’t identify?
Google.com can help:

o Save the image of your photo in a folder on your computer.
« On the Google website, click on “Image Search.”
 Drag or upload your image from your folder to the “Image Search” bar and click on “Search”

Matches in Google Lens will include other identified pictures taken in the same place from the same vantage point as
your photo.

2. Are you trying to date an old family photo?
In Dressed for the Photographer: Ordinary Americans and Fashion, 1840 - 1900 (IR 391.0097309034 SEV), author Joan
Severa explains how analyzing clothing styles and other details in old family photos can help date them.

3. Do you need to organize and preserve old family photos?

Author Denise May Levenick shares digital strategies in her book How to Archive Family Photos: A Step-by-Step Guide
to Organize and Share Your Photos Digitally (IR 929.1 MAY). Her photo storage worksheet helps determine what works
best for your needs.

Our February and March Branching Out genealogy classes also give us guidelines for organizing and preserving family
documents and photos (paper and digital). Join our genealogy classes, or contact us to schedule an appointment for
individual help at genealogy@haynerlibrary.org or (618) 462-0677, ext. 2892.

—Beth Phillips
Genealogy & Local History Library



Celebrate Black History Month: February 1 — February 28

In honor of Black History Month, check out a book and celebrate the creative spirit of the Black experience. You will
find the books in this list to be inspiring, moving, and illuminating. They are just a part of the outstanding collection
of diverse reading available through Hayner Library.

Nonfiction—

Alexander, Michelle. The New Jim Crow

Austin, Nefertiti. Motherhood So White: A Memoir of Race, Gender, and Parenting in America
Baldwin, James. The Fire Next Time

Bennett, Juda. The Toni Morrison Book Club

Berry, Daina. A Black Women’s History of the United States

Coates, Ta-Nehisi. The Message

Cunningham, Michael. Crowns: Portraits of Black Women in Church Hats

Lawrence, Jacob. The Migration Series

Perry, Imani. Breathe: A Letter to My Sons

Rankine, Claudia. Citizen: An American Lyric

Smith, Clint. How the Word is Passed: A Reckoning with the History of Slavery Across America
Wilkerson, Isabel. The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America’s Great Migration
Willis, Deborah. Envisioning Emancipation: Black Americans and the End of Slavery

Fiction—

Adichie, Chimamanda Ngozi. Americana

Butler, Octavia. Kindred

Cole, Alyssa. An Unconditional Freedom

Ellison, Ralph. Invisible Man

Everett, Percival. James: A Novel

Gaines, Ernest J. A Gathering of Old Men

Hurston, Zora Neale. Hitting a Straight Lick with a Crooked Stick: Stories from the Harlem Renaissance
Locke, Attica. Bluebird, Bluebird

Mathis, Ayana. The Twelve Tribes of Hattie

McBride, James. The Heaven and Earth Grocery Store
Morrison, Toni. The Bluest Eye

Walker, Margaret. Jubilee

Whitehead, Colson. Crook Manifesto

Puzzle Exchange — Swap Jigsaw Puzzles This Winter at Hayner
Library

Do you love jigsaw puzzles? Are you looking for entertainment during the cold winter days and dark winter nights?
Then stop by Hayner Library and swap jigsaw puzzles with other puzzle-loving patrons! This winter, the Downtown
Library and Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall will have an assortment of jigsaw puzzles available for patrons to
swap. The puzzles do not have to be checked out. Simply bring your finished or unwanted puzzles to the library and
leave with a new one! We will also accept puzzle donations for the puzzle exchange, even if you don’t want to take a
new one home. Please note: The number of puzzles available during the program’s duration will vary depending upon
the number of puzzles donated.

The only thing that you absolutely have to know, is the location of the library.
—Albert Einstein



New in Our Illinois Room

000000 0000000000000 00000 000
Alton by Michael Barr Mossman (2024). IR 977.386 MOS

The Celebration of the One Hundredth Annmiversary of the Founding
of Twelfth Street Presbyterian Church, Alton, Illinois (1955).
IR 285.977386 TWE

Child’s Play in the Seasons by Jean King (2024). IR 808.84 KIN

East Jr. High .... Alton, Illinois. IR 373.77386 EAS 1983, IR 373.77386
EAS 1984, IR 373.77386 EAS 1985

Fathers Found: Revisited. Resolved. Reflections...: A Family History
by Clyde P. Davis (2024). IR 929.2 DAVIS

The First Battle: A Story of The Campaign of 1896 by William J. Bryan
(1896). IR 973.8 BRY

For Who Was Jones Road Named? by Dave Douglas (2024).
IR 709.977386 DOU

Great Rivers, Great Routes, Great Memories by Great Rivers and Routes
Tourism Bureau of Southwest Illinois. IR 977.386 GRE 2024-25/FALL-WINTER

The Hayner Public Library compiled by The Hayner Public Library District
Genealogy & Local History Library. IR 027.477386 HAY bk. 1 - 4

Heartland Chautauqua: 2001, The Jazz Age. IR 374.973 HEA

Heartland Chautauqua: 2004, Changed Lives --Lewis & Clark Meet
the West. IR 374.973 HEA

Irish Genealogy: A Guide to Geography, History and Records by the
editors of Family Tree Magazine (2024). IR 941.5 IRI

Knowing the Place...: Recollections Just for the Heck of It by Jean
King (2024). IR F KIN

[Milton Area vertical file]. IR VERTICAL FILE MILTON AREA

Mississippi River Panorama: The Henry Lewis Great National
Work by William J. Petersen (1979). IR 759.13 PET

Muddy Ground: Native Peoples, Chicago’s Portage, and the
Transformation of a Continent by John W. Nelson (2023). IR 977.311 NEL

[National Great Rivers Museum at Alton Lock and Dam 26 vertical
file]. IR VERTICAL FILE NATIONAL GREAT RIVERS MUSEUM AT ALTON
LOCKS AND DAM 26

North Junior High School, Godfrey, Illinois [yearbook].
IR LOCKED CASES 373.77386 NOR 1967-68

Puerto Ricans in Illinois by Maura I. Toro-Morn and Ivis Garcia (2024).
IR 977.3004687295 TOR

Scenes from the Life of Owen Lovejoy by William E Moore, Jane Ann
Moore (1997). IR B LOVEJOY

Union Soldiers of Southwestern Illinois by John J. Dunphy (2024).
R 974.7473 DUN

[Upper Alton vertical file]. IR VERTICAL FILE UPPER ALTON

Branching Out 2025:
Genealogy Classes

The Hayner Genealogy & Local
History Library offers Branching
Out classes at the Genealogy & Local
History Library, 401 State Street,
Alton, IL.

Branching Out classes take place on
the second and third Thursdays of each
month from 10:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m.

On the second Thursday of each
month, library staff presents a
discussion of a genealogy research
topic. On the third Thursday, we
gather around the fireplace, and each
of us gets a chance to share family
stories, photos, and projects. We learn
from each other and have some laughs
too!

January 9 - Plan Your Work and
Work Your Plan

January 16 - Discussion Group

February 13 - Papers, Photos, and
Heirlooms: Organize and Preserve
Them

February 20 - Discussion Group

March 13 - Digital Family Trees and
Files: Organize and Preserve Them

March 20 - Discussion Group

Branching Out classes and discussion
group meetings will continue
throughout 2025 on the second and
third Thursdays of each month.

Just getting started with genealogy
and not sure if these classes are right
for you? Call or email the Genealogy
& Local History Library to schedule
an individual appointment. We will
review your information and help
you determine what to do next.
Call (618) 462-0677, ext. 2892, or
email genealogy@haynerlibrary.org.



Reimagining Places of the Past: Historic Preservation Lecture Series

The Genealogy & Local History Library is partnering with Alton Area Landmarks Association (AALA) this

winter to bring back our three-part Saturday lecture series in January, February, and March. AALA is dedicated to
educating, promoting, and saving the architectural heritage of the Alton area. Feel free to register for one talk or all
three. Seating is limited. Please register at 1-800-613-3163.

Part 1: Plotting a Future for Historic River Towns with Dean Klinkenberg

Genealogy & Local History Library, 401 State Street, Alton

Saturday, January 18, 10:00 a.m.

In the Midwest, we built our earliest communities along big rivers. Many of these places, however, have been
declining for decades, even though they still have “good bones” What can we do to help our river towns turn
things around? In this presentation, Dean Klinkenberg offers a brief history of the economies of river towns along
big Midwestern rivers. He'll overview some forces that have hurt them, specifically, the post-WWII suburban
development pattern and agricultural consolidation. He'll highlight a few communities that have breathed new life
into their towns, describe assets common to many river towns today, and offer thoughts on steps that anyone in a
town of any size can take to improve the place where they live.

Dean Klinkenberg has been exploring the backwaters and back roads of the Mississippi River Valley since 2007,
from the headwaters in northern Minnesota to the Gulf of Mexico. His Mississippi Valley Traveler guidebooks and
other nonfiction books detail local and regional histories of the people and places along the river. In addition, he
writes mysteries set along the Mississippi that feature hard-luck travel writer Frank Dodge. Klinkenberg has also
written for publications including Smithsonian Magazine, The National, St. Louis Post-Dispatch, and the Minnesota
Star Tribune. His newest book, The Wild Mississippi: A State-by-State Guide to the Rivers Natural Wonders, goes deep
into the river’s natural history and describes 166 places where we can experience the river’s world directly.

Part 2: Saving the Best of Southwest Illinois: HeartLands Conservancy

Genealogy & Local History Library, 401 State Street, Alton

Saturday, February 15, 10:00 a.m.

Laura Lyon, Vice President of HeartLands Conservancy, has decades of experience in community planning, urban
design, and conservation planning and design. As part of her role, Laura leads The Mounds - America’s First
Cities, the effort to elevate and create the Cahokia Mounds Mississippian Culture National Historical Park or
National Monument. Laura has a Master of Architecture degree from Washington University in St. Louis. She and
her husband also have an architecture firm, Studio Archaeos. They moved to Alton in 2012 to restore a house in
Christian Hill.

As a steward of distinctive and dynamic places of ecological, cultural, and community value, HeartLands
Conservancy is southern Illinois’ largest conservation nonprofit. For over thirty years, the organization has
advocated for protecting important places and solutions that balance conservation strategies with economic
sustainability and human well-being. Laura and her team will update us on their ongoing watershed planning,
conservation work, and projects, especially the Cahokia Mounds initiative.

Part 3: Arches, Mounds, Domes, and Bucky Fuller with Benjamin Lowder

Genealogy & Local History Library, 401 State Street, Alton

Saturday, March 15, 10:00 a.m.

World-renowned inventor Buckminster Fuller spent ten of his most productive years as a professor at Southern
Illinois University. Benjamin Lowder will share the fascinating history of the miniature earth dome that Buckminster
Fuller designed for the STUE campus. He will also take us on a virtual architectural tour across Southern Illinois and
St. Louis, sharing the region’s rich architectural history. The triangle-faceted geometry of Fuller’s geodesic domes,
scattered across this region like precious gems, has also inspired Benjamin to create a series of artwork exhibited
from New York to Los Angeles.

Benjamin Lowder is the Director of the Fuller Dome, Center for Spirituality and Sustainability on the Southern
Illinois University campus in Edwardsville, IL. He also serves on the board of directors for the historic Buckminster
Fuller Dome Home in Carbondale, IL.
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Join us for our Winter 2025 special events. These events are great for all ages, and they’re all free of charge! Most
programs require registration. To register, please call our automated messaging system at 1-800-613-3163.

REMINDER: Program registration often fills up and rolls over to a waiting list. If you are not going to attend a
program for which you are registered, please call 1-800-613-3163 and let us know. We will fill your reservation with
a name from the waiting list.

Whriters Circle

Join us for a writing prompt to get creativity flowing and receive constructive feedback from your peers in a guided
group discussion.

The focus genre of our Writers Circle will change every month. Refreshments will be provided for these adult writing
events designed for both the novice and the experienced. To register, please call 1-800-613-3163. Registration is limited
to ten people.

Wreiters Circle: Random Prompt
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room
Saturday, January 25, 10:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.

Writers Circle: Love Poems
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room
Saturday, February 15, 10:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.

Wreiters Circle: Pantoum Poetry
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room
Saturday, March 29, 10:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.

The Empowered Caregiver: Education Series by The Alzheimer’s

Association
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room

This education series teaches caregivers how to navigate the responsibilities of caring for someone living with dementia,
helping them feel more prepared to handle the challenges that come with it.

Seating is limited! Please register with the Alzheimer’s Association using the link or phone number provided below
for each individual event. NOTE: Each session in this series stands alone. Please feel free to register for one, two, or
all three!

January 16, 6:00 p.m. — Building Foundations of Caregiving and Supporting Independence
Explore the role of caregiver, building a support team and managing caregiver stress. Plus, balancing safety and
independence while managing expectations. Register at tinyurl.com/THPL12 or call 1-800-272-3900.

February 20, 6:00 p.m. — Communicating Effectively and Responding to Dementia-Related Behaviors
Learn how dementia affects communication, common behavior changes, non-medical approaches to behaviors, and
how to recognize when additional help is needed. Register at tinyurl.com/HPL34 or call 1-800-272-3900.

March 13, 6:00 p.m. — Exploring Care and Support Services
Discover how to prepare for future care decisions and changes, including respite care, residential care, and end-of life
care. Register at tinyurl.com/THPLS5 or call 1-800-272-3900.



Shelf Care: A Book Club That Happens Whenever, Wherever!

Always wanted to join a book club and connect with other readers but haven’t been able to make the time? We invite
you to join Shelf Care, our new virtual book club!

Shelf Care is asynchronous: there are no meetings or dedicated discussion times! All discussion takes place online in
our Shelf Care Facebook group, so participation is entirely on your time and in your space — whenever and wherever
that may be.

We read one book every other month, and all selections can be checked out through the library. Here's what we're
reading next:

February - The Rachel Incident by Caroline O’'Donoghue
Use the QR Code to join us on Facebook:

Taps & Tomes: Hayner Library’s Book Club at The Old Bakery

Beer Company

The Old Bakery Beer Company, 400 Landmarks Boulevard, Alton
Thursday, January 9: The Only One Left by Riley Sager
Thursday, March 6: The Devil in the White City by Erik Larson
Social Hour: 6:00 p.m. Book Discussion: 7:00 p.m.

Wed love for you to join us for a drink and discussion of our book selections The Only One Left by Riley Sager (January
selection) and The Devil in the White City by Erik Larson (March selection). Our social hour starts at 6:00 p.m., with
the book discussion beginning at 7:00 p.m. Participants are welcome to join us for both the social hour and the book
discussion or just the discussion. The Taps & Tomes book selections can be checked out at Hayner Library and are also
available through the Cloud Library and OverDrive Libby digital platforms. No registration is required.

X’s and Sews: A Crafting Program

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room
Tuesdays, January 7 and 21; February 4 and 18; March 4 and 18, 6:00 p.m. — 7:30 p.m.

Calling all crafters! Pack up your portable craft and join us for X’s and Sews, our crafting program designed to encourage
all crafters to come and work on their projects while listening to relaxing music, warming up with a mug of hot tea,
and chatting with fellow crafters. All crafts are welcome—embroidery, knitting, crochet, drawing, scrapbooking, cross-
stitch, jewelry making, origami, quilting, wood-carving, you name it! If your craft can be transported with ease, come
join us if you please! We can’t wait to meet everyone and see what you are creating. No registration is necessary.

1Cash: Discover What’s Yours with the Illinois State Treasurer’s

Office

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall

Thursday, January 23, 1:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m.

Did you know that the Illinois State Treasurer holds $3.5 billion in unclaimed funds for some Illinoisans? The State
holds these funds until the original owner or their heirs claim them. A representative from the Illinois State Treasurer’s
Office will be at Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall to assist you in checking if the State is holding any money owed
to you through its iCash program. This is a free service. No registration required.



Haunted Hayner — History & Hauntings

Genealogy & Local History Library, 401 State Street, Alton

Wednesday, January 29, 7:00 p.m. — 9:00 p.m.

Join us for an evening of history and hauntings with the gang from Alton Odyssey Tours and Sharyn Luedke, owner of
the McPike Mansion, followed by ghost hunting in the Hayner Genealogy & Local History Library!

Patrons aged eighteen and older are invited to join us as we discuss the history of Hayner Library, why Alton is so
haunted, talk Ghost 101, and more. After, guests are welcome to stay and do some ghost hunting! The library will
provide ghost-hunting equipment during the tour, but feel free to bring your own, as supplies are limited.

To register, please call 1-800-613-3163. Registration is limited to forty people.

Winter Reading Retreat

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room
Friday, January 31, 6:00 p.m. — 7:30 p.m.

Grab a book and your favorite sweater and head to Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall for the one-year anniversary
of our reading retreat!

While here, sip on hot cocoa, eat a snack, create your own winter scene in a jar, chat about books, and read too! You
are welcome to bring your own drinks and treats as well.

Not sure what to read? Clear up your “to be read” list, check out a library book before you join us, use this time to
finish a super-long book you've been intimidated by, read a few short stories, or cycle through a few books four or five
chapters at a time. If you still don’t know what to read, be sure to check out our winter-themed book display on your
way in. This is an open house-style program, so please feel free to stay for a short while or the entire time. Registration
is limited to twenty patrons. Please register by calling 1-800-613-3163.

Hayner Cookbook Club

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room

Tuesday, February 11, 6:00 p.m. — 7:30 p.m.

January Cookbook Selection: 101 Greatest Soups on the Planet—Every Savory Soup, Stew, Chili
and Chowder You Could Ever Crave by Erin Renouf Mylroie

Note: This cookbook will be on display at the Circulation Desk at Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall during the
month of January.

Get prepared for the winter season and get cooking at Hayner Library! Join us for our January edition of the cookbook
club: Soup’s On! To participate, stop by the Circulation Desk at Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall, choose your
favorite soup or bread recipe (or both!) from the cookbook on display, and register on the sign-up sheet. Hayner
Library staff will mark your recipe and make a copy for you to take home. On February 11, bring your creation to share
with other participants. Please bring a copy of your recipe to display next to your delicious creation. Coffee, tea, water,
sampling bowls, plates, and utensils will be provided.



Compassionate Connections: Harp Music for the Soul

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room
Tuesday, February 11, 6:30 p.m.

Join Amy (Conrady) Camie in a heart-opening musical experience of inspired original melodies
and beautiful familiar favorites that create bridges of compassionate connections within and around
us. Amy Camie is a Godfrey native, professional harpist, certified therapeutic clinical musician,
recording artist, speaker, and two-time breast cancer thriver. As a pioneer in the field of harp therapy, she has co-
authored several pilot studies demonstrating the effects of her music on brainwave and immune system function,
pain, and anxiety levels. Amy’s music is used throughout the country in hospitals, cancer centers, and hospices and for
general relaxation and stress reduction. Her inspired music relaxes the body, calms the mind, and gently soothes the
soul. As one woman said, “You touch others in such a deep place with your music because it comes from such a deep
place inside of you.” Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program.

Library Speed Dating — Find the Book of Your Dreams

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room
Wednesday, February 12, 6:00 p.m. — 7:00 p.m.

Do you want to fall in love with a new title, author, or book series? Find your perfect match at our first-ever Library
Speed Dating program! The Hayner Library multipurpose room will be transformed into a restaurant, complete with
tables displaying a sampling of fiction and nonfiction titles of various genres. Over the course of an hour, spend a
few minutes with each title before trying a new one. Coffee, tea, and chocolates will also be served. Seating is limited.
Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register.

Forest Park Owls: Hiding in Plain Sight Forest Park Owls y

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room 2
Saturday, February 22, 2:00 p.m. Mark H X Glenshaw ’N‘a

Mark H.X. Glenshaw is an award-winning naturalist who has closely observed and documented the lives of Great
Horned Owls in Forest Park in St. Louis since December 2005. Mark’s talk will cover how he found these owls and
basic facts about the species. He also uses many of his photos and videos to illustrate the amazing behaviors of these
beautiful birds.

All ages are welcome to join us for this exciting program. To reserve a spot for you or your family, please call 1-800-613-3163.

Jazz at the Library — An Evening with Will Schmalbeck and His

Quartet

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room
Tuesday, March 11, 6:30 p.m.

Join us for an evening of jazz at the library, performed by rising professional trumpet player Will Schmalbeck and
his fabulous quartet. Schmalbeck’s group will perform American Songbook jazz standards, showcasing the styles of
influential trumpet players such as Miles Davis and Chet Baker. The quartet’s performance is not to be missed!

Will Schmalbeck is a rising professional trumpet player based in Chicago. Born and raised in Alton, Will is an alumnus
of Alton High School and the JazzU St. Louis program. He received his bachelor’s and master’s degrees in trumpet
performance, studying with Tito Carrillo and Ronald Romm at the University of Illinois. During this time, he was
a graduate teaching assistant and performed with jazz legends such as Doc Severinsen and Christian McBride. Will
is currently a core member of The Afro-Caribbean Jazz Collective and lead trumpet player of the Shout Section Big
Band. Will has also played professionally with the world-famous Glenn Miller Orchestra, the Tito Puente Jr. Orchestra,
the Danville Symphony Orchestra, Ides of March Orchestra, Alan Gresik’s Swing Orchestra, Bill O’'Connell’'s Chicago
Skyliners Big Band, The Hershey Park Band, The Iron Post Jazz Orchestra, and has subbed with many of Chicago’s
finest jazz ensembles. Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register.



Non-Traditional Library Items
Available for Checkout in the
Library of Things

The Hayner Public Library District’s Library of Things
collection is available for checkout! The Library of
Things is a collection of non-traditional items: gadgets,
tools, games, kits, electronics, and more—all available
for free with a Hayner Library card. Need something
for a one-time project or want to try before you buy?

Explore the collection and discover your next new thing
to borrow!

Things to Know:
o Library of Things collections are available at the
Downtown Library and Hayner Library at Alton
Square Mall.

o Each location has unique items, with only a few
duplicates of high-demand items such as projectors
and screens.

« Only Hayner Library cardholders, age eighteen and
older, with fines under $5.00, can check out items
from the Library of Things.

o Patrons must have a Hayner Library card for at
least two weeks before checking out items from the
Library of Things.

 Overdue fines for Library of Things items are $1.00
per item per day.

» Holds may be placed on Library of Things items.

o Patrons may check out up to three items from the
Library of Things at one time.

« Patrons must sign a waiver before checking out items
from the Library of Things.

» More rules and policies apply. Library staft is always
happy to answer patrons’ questions regarding the
Library of Things.

What’s in the Library of Things?
Downtown Library Collection:

« Piano keyboard

« Tool kit

» Croquet set

« Digital tire pressure gauge

« Bosch self-leveling cross-line laser level and

Craftsman stud sensor kit

« Video-to-digital converter

« Multipurpose speaker system with microphone

» Epson projector

o Toss and catch game set

o Foxwell CAN OBDII & EOBD automotive code
reader

« Ghost hunting kit

« Globe

 KanJam outdoor game

o Knitting and crochet set

« Projector screen with tripod stand

« Handheld microphone

« Folding hand truck

« Sports ball bag (soccer ball, basketball, and football)

o TI-84 Plus calculator

o Training sports cones

« Bubble machine

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Collection:
« Ring light with tall tripod stand and phone holder
o Lyre harp
 Cake cutters (numbers)

o Stand mixer

« Baking kit (hand mixer, measuring cups and spoons,
sifter, and rolling pin)

» Microscope

 Bundt pan

o Chess and checkers set

« DeWalt drive tool accessory set

« DeWalt metric combination wrench set

« Green screen

» Epson projector

» Bocce set

» Cornhole game set

» Dough baking set (dough blender, pastry scraper,
biscuit cutter set, and silicone mat)

 Kodak Scanza digital film scanner

o Portable fish finder

o Leaf scoops

o Pickleball set

» Metal detector

o Projector screen with tripod stand

« Victrola record player with Bluetooth speakers

o Springform cake pan set

« Monster outdoor speaker

o Podcast kit



A Brief History of Hayner Library

The seeds of today’s The Hayner Public Library District began with the Alton Library Association, which originated
in 1852 and was supported through private funding. The Association was bought at
auction in 1866 by a group of “concerned ladies” of Alton when the Association began
to fall apart due to indebtedness. These ladies raised the funds to pay the library’s $165
debt and purchase $300 worth of new books. A corner room of the City Hall building
was secured for library use. Under the ladies’ management, the library prospered

from the start. The ladies believed it was the library’s mission to provide intellectual
culture via “high grade” literature and to contribute to the social life of the city. They
sponsored a series of entertainments including lectures, dramas, concerts, suppers,
fairs, and more. Many of the lecturers were of national reputation and included among
others Horace Greeley, George Alfred Townsend, and Ralph Waldo Emerson.

In the winter of 1888, it became apparent that the Library was outgrowing its quarters
and needed its own building. That same year saw the death of Jennie D. Hayner, a
major director of the Library Association. It was her husband, John E. Hayner, who
purchased the lot on 4th and State Streets, then funded and built the Library as a
memorial to his wife. Construction of the Hayner Memorial Library, today the Genealogy & Local History Library,
was completed in 1891. The architect for the building was none other than Theodore C. Link, designer of the Union
Station Railroad Depot in St. Louis, Missouri. The total cost for the building, including an annex added in 1906 by
Hayner’s grandson, John A. Haskell, was $33,000.

In the spring of 1901, Andrew Carnegie offered to build a Carnegie Library for the City of Alton; the offer was
respectfully refused on grounds that the new Carnegie library would charge a tax on all citizens and the Alton
Library was meant to be free to all Altonians. Mr. Hayner’s benefaction allowed Alton citizens to enjoy the only
free library in the country, wholly under the management of the ladies of the Jennie D. Hayner Library Association,
previously the Alton Library Association. (Carnegie did eventually contribute to the establishment of a library for
Shurtleft College in Upper Alton).

As the years progressed, the library grew dramatically. Correspondingly, the costs to maintain and staff the library
escalated. In 1952, the city council voted unanimously to acquire and operate the Hayner Memorial Library as a
public library. In 1972 the voters approved a referendum that established The Hayner Public Library District. This
meant that the library would be run by its own governing board. Today, the District includes the Downtown Library
at 326 Belle Street, the Genealogy & Local History Library in the original building, and Hayner Library at Alton
Square Mall.

Cool to Be Kind: Hayner Library’s Fine Amnesty Program for
January 2025

Cool to Be Kind, Hayner Library’s winter fine amnesty program, will take place from January 2 through January 31,
2025. During this period, patrons with overdue Hayner Library items can pay their fines with cold-weather clothing
such as gloves, mittens, hats, scarves, etc. Library materials must be returned with clothing donations, at least one
clothing item per overdue item, and only Hayner Library materials are eligible. Only new or very gently used (no stains
or holes!) clothing items can be accepted. The library will donate the clothing items to the Crisis Food Center’s Nearly
New shop in Alton.

Of course, even if you don't have fines, please feel free to donate items to help others in our community. Fine amnesty
is a great way to support critically important community organizations such as Crisis Food Center—and it is also an
excellent opportunity to return “lost” materials to the library so that other patrons can check them out. Thank you for
your support!
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Downtown Library

326 Belle Street, Alton
Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Saturday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Closed Sunday

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall
132 Alton Square Mall Dr., Alton
Monday-Saturday, 8:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Sunday, 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Genealogy & Local History Library

401 State Street, Alton

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday, 12:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Saturday, 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Closed Sunday

www.haynerlibrary.org

Memory Kits

Designed for people with memory loss, along with their caregivers and loved ones, memory kits are tools to help stir
memories and spark conversation. Using them can encourage connection and elicit positive emotional responses.
Hayner Library currently has four ready-to-use memory kits available for check-out. Each kit has a unique theme with
different items and activities to go along with it:

Gardening — Items include a DVD and activity cards set, a garden life wooden puzzle, an Audubon goldfinch plush,
and more.

Tinkering — Items include a DVD and activity cards set, a tinker board, a wooden tic tac toe game, and more.

Entertainment — Items include a DVD and activity cards set, Remember When? picture puzzles, a Wizard of Oz
flipbook, and more.

Pets & Paws — Items include a DVD and activity cards set, a plush cat and dog, Playful Paws EZ Grip puzzle, and more.

The games, activities, and items included in these kits can be used together or separately to inspire storytelling or
simply promote fun, engaging quality time. Use each item as intended or in any way that works for you! You can find
our Memory Kits at Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall or place a hold to pick one up at your preferred Hayner
Library branch.



