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The Hayner Public Library District Considering
New Building

The Hayner Public Library District, which serves the approximately 46,000 residents
of Alton, Godfrey, and Foster Township, recently completed a building program
developed to assist the Board of Trustees as they determine the best course of action for
the District’s facilities.

In April 2024, the District hired Fred Schlipf to assist in writing the building program,
a comprehensive plan outlining the District’s goals, requirements, and functional needs
of a potential new facility. Schlipf has been a library school faculty member for over fifty
years, currently serving as an Adjunct Professor at the Graduate School of Information
Science at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign. He is the author of the book
The Practical Handbook of Library Architecture: Creating Building Spaces That Work, the
definitive resource for library architecture.

For nearly eighteen months, Mr. Schlipf, the Board of Trustees, and the Library’s
Executive Director Mary Cordes, reviewed the District’s current building facilities;
analyzed the District’s current collections, services, and programs; interviewed library
employees to ascertain the needs of each department within the Library; and reviewed
the Library’s mission, values, and service roles within the community.

The District’s long-term lease with Alton Square Mall will end in 2028, and the Library
must give Hull Property Group, the owners of the Alton Square Mall, a year’s notice of
the District’s intention to remain at the mall or leave. Hayner Library first moved to the
Alton Square Mall in 1985. The District pays over $20,000 per month, plus utilities, to
rent the Alton Square Mall location. The Library is also responsible for all maintenance
and repairs within the Library’s mall facility.

The District's Downtown Library, located at 326 Belle Street, is no longer conducive to
the ever-changing needs of a public library. The Genealogy & Local History Library,
housed in the District’s original library building at 401 State Street, has outgrown its
space, with more room needed to house, maintain, and preserve the history of Alton,
Godfrey, Foster Township, and surrounding areas. The Genealogy & Local History
Library’s basement also houses the Library’s administrative offices, IT department, and
Technical Services department; all three of these departments have outgrown their
spaces.

All of these issues, combined with the Board of Trustees concern regarding the long-
term viability and future of the Alton Square Mall, led the Board to perform their due
diligence in considering all facility options, including the possibility of a new library
building, which would combine the collections and staff of the Downtown Library and
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall into one facility, and utilize both levels of the
Genealogy & Local History Library for genealogical and local history purposes.

Continued on next page =



“The Libraryis such atremendous asset to the community,”
says Executive Director Mary Cordes. “We provide so
many wonderful programs, services, and materials for
patrons of all ages and interests. Having the ability to
offer them all under one roof would be a game changer,”
says Cordes. “We have a great staff who work tirelessly to
provide the best library services possible to our patrons.
But right now we spend a lot of our time going back and
forth amongst locations, duplicating materials, supplies,
utilities, and services, and generally trying to make the
buildings work when they’re overcrowded and no longer
fit the needs required by our patrons,” says Cordes. “As
great as our services currently are, I can’t imagine the
positive impact we could have on our community if we
had one large facility”

The Board of Trustees stresses that the completion of a
building program in no way guarantees that a new library
building is imminent. The Board will not make such a
decision until it is confident that it is in the best interest of
the taxpayers of the District. “We're excited to begin work
on this project,” says Board of Trustees President Kevin
Botterbush. “The Trustees are committed to performing
our due diligence to ensure we've gathered all of the
information needed to make the best possible decision for
the taxpayers of our District. We want to give the residents
of the District the best library possible.”

The Board of Trustees voted to hire an architectural or
design-build firm to assist in identifying potential building
sites, creating architectural renderings, determining the
cost of a new facility, facilitating public engagement, and
investigating avenues of funding.

Transparency is also paramount to the Board as it moves
forward with reviewing the Districts facilities and the
viability of possibly building a new library for the residents
of the District. Every step of this process, including the
hiring of Mr. Schlipf and architectural or design-build
services, has been posted on the District’s Board meeting
agendas. The Board will also begin to seek input from
community stakeholders in the future.

Hayner Library’s current collection houses nearly 210,000
physical items among the three library facilities. During
Hayner Library’s last fiscal year, the Library circulated
almost 249,000 items. As a member of the Illinois
Heartland Library System, Hayner loaned nearly 60,000
items to other libraries through interlibrary loan services
and received over 25,000 items through interlibrary loan.
The Library answered over 6,400 reference questions,
and patrons accessed the Library’s computers over 22,000
times. The Library also provides a Library of Things
(nontraditional library items such as outdoor games,
instruments, projectors, sewing machines, telescopes,
fishing rods, and much more), one-on-one tech help,
programming and story times for children, adults, and
teens, community resource guides, voter registration,
printing, copying, faxing, and scanning services, delivery
services to patrons who are unable to visit the Library due
to temporary or long-term disability, several e-book and
audiobook platforms, streaming television and movies,
databases-including digital archives of The Telegraph,
yearbooks, city directories, historical photographs of
the Riverbend, genealogy and local history services, and
much more.

Inclement Weather Closing Information

Winter is just around the corner, bringing the potential for snow and ice. To ensure the safety of our patrons and staff,
the library may close should road conditions become too hazardous. If bad winter weather is in the forecast, please
call the library, visit the Hayner Library website, or check our social media pages before visiting one of our locations.

Drive carefully!

January is National Hot Tea Month

As the cold winter winds begin to blow, nothing is quite as comforting as a warm cup of tea. Whether you prefer black,
green, or herbal, the soothing warmth of hot tea can bring peace, relaxation, and joy.

Did you know that January is the official month to celebrate this beloved beverage? Welcome to National Hot Tea
Month—a time to honor the rich history and cultural significance of tea in our daily lives.

Starting January 5, come in, select a new read, and you will receive a “Get Cozy” bookmark with a tea bag attached.
This program will be available at Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall and the Downtown Library while supplies last.



Recycle Your Outdoor Decorative Lights at Hayner Library
Friday, January 2 - Saturday, January 31

Is your basement, garage, or attic filled with tangled ropes of non-working holiday or outdoor string lights? If you've
been hanging on to string lights with missing bulbs, burned-out sockets, or frayed wires because you don’t want them
to end up in a landfill, bring them to the library! During the month of January, drop off your old holiday or outdoor
string lights at the Downtown Library or Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall, and we’ll make sure they get recycled.
Stop by the library, toss your lights in the recycling bin, and you're all set (maybe check out a book on your way out the
door!). This program is a great way to ensure that the copper, plastic, and glass in your old lights are given a second life
and don't end up in a landfill. Patrons who recycle their lights will receive an eco-friendly bookmark (while supplies
last)! Please note: We cannot accept any other types of lighting except string lights.

Cool to Be Kind — Hayner Library’s January Fine Amnesty
Program

Cool to Be Kind, Hayner Library’s winter fine amnesty program, will take place from January 2 through January 31,
2026. During this period, patrons with overdue Hayner Library items can pay their fines with cold-weather clothing
such as gloves, mittens, hats, scarves, etc. Library materials must be returned with clothing donations, at least one
clothing item per overdue item, and only Hayner Library materials are eligible. Only new or very gently used clothing
items can be accepted (no stains or holes). The library will donate the clothing items to the Crisis Food Center’s
Nearly New shop in Alton. Of course, even if you don't have fines, please feel free to donate items to help others in our
community. Fine amnesty is a great way to support critically important community organizations, such as the Crisis
Food Center, and it is also an excellent opportunity to return “lost” materials to the library so that other patrons can
check them out. Thank you for your support!

Cold Weather Crafts

Baby, it’s cold outside, so combat cabin fever with Cold Weather Crafts! Available in January and February, Cold
Weather Crafts are take-home craft kits for adults. A different craft will be available each month. These kits are limited
and are first-come, first-served. Stop by the Circulation Desk at Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall at the beginning
of each month to get yours!

Little Art Show: Exhibition and Closing Reception

Hayner Library and Jacoby Arts Center are celebrating community and the joy of little things with a showcase of little
artworks created by you!

In October and November of 2025, we distributed tiny canvases and community members (you!) created little artworks
of all kinds. Now, we are excited to show them off in a special exhibition.

The exhibition will be showcased at Jacoby Arts Center through February, then at Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall
through March. Jacoby Arts Center will host a closing reception on February 6, with live music and light refreshments.
The exhibition and reception are free to attend and open to all.

Exhibition —

December through February - Jacoby Arts Center

March - Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall

Closing Reception —
Jacoby Arts Center
Friday, February 6, 6:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m.



News
Forthcoming
Books

FICTION—

Bailey, Tessa. Catch Her If
You Can

Balogh, Mary. Remember
That Day (Ravenswood)
Beaton, M.C. Death of a
Groom

Benedict, Marie. Daughter of
Egypt

Berg, Elizabeth. Love: A Life
Story

Berry, Steve. The Devil’s Bible:
A Cotton Malone Novel

Bowen, Rhys. Vanished in
the Crowd: A Molly Murphy
Mystery

Box, C.J. The Crossroads (Joe
Pickett)

Brennan, Allison. Make It
Out Alive (Quinn & Costa)

Brown, Sandra. Bloodlust

Burke, James Lee. The
Hadacol Boogie: A Dave
Robicheaux Novel

Butcher, Jim. Twelve Months
(Dresden Files)

Childs, Laura. Death ata
Firefly Tea

Cosimano, Elle. Finlay
Donovan Crosses the Line

Coulter, Catherine. The Heir
of Whitestone

Dallas, Sandra. The Hired
Man

Dave, Laura. The First Time I
Saw Him

de la Cruz, Melissa. Rings of
Fate

Deveraux, Jude. Order
of Royals: A Novel (Blue
Swan)

Dugoni, Robert. Her Cold
Justice

Elston, Ashley. Anatomy of an
Alibi

Erdrich, Louise. Python’s
Kiss: Stories

Farnsworth, Christopher.
Robert B. Parker’s Big Shot
Feehan, Christine. Dark Joy
Feeney, Alice. My Husband’s
Wife

Freeman, Brian. Robert
Ludlum’s The Bourne Revenge

French, Nicci. Tyler Green
Will Never Be Free (Maud
O’Connor)

French, Tana. The

Keeper

Graham, Heather. The
Witching Hours (Crows)
Greaney, Mark. The Hard
Line (Gray Man)

Grippando, James. The Right
to Remain: A Jack Swyteck Novel

Hannah, Sophie. No One
Would Do What the Lamberts
Have Done: A Novel

Hawkins, Rachel. The Storm

Hoover, Colleen. Woman
Down

Hurwitz, Gregg. Antihero: An
Orphan X Novel

Jackson, Joshilyn. Missing
Sister

Jimenez, Abby. The Night We
Met

Kellerman, Jonathan. Jigsaw:
An Alex Delaware Novel

Koontz, Dean. The Friend of
the Family

Krentz, Jayne Ann. The Shop
on Hidden Lane

Kubica, Mary. Its Not Her

Mallery, Susan. The
Bookstore Diaries

McFadden, Freida. Dear
Debbie

McFadden, Freida. Want to
Know a Secret?

McKinlay, Jenn. Booking for
Trouble

McLain, Paula. Skylark

Meltzer, Brad. The Viper: A
Zig & Nola Novel

Michaels, Fern. The Final
Storm

Nesbg, Jo. Wolf Hour
Paris, B. A. When I Kill You
Pataki, Allison. It Girl

Patterson, James. Cross and
Sampson: An Alex Cross and
John Sampson Thriller

Patterson, James. The
Invisible Woman: A Thriller

Patterson, James & Viola
Davis. Judge Stone

Patterson, James. Private
Rome: A Private Novel
Phillips, Susan Elizabeth.

And the Crowd Went Wild
(Chicago Stars)

Preston, Douglas. Pendergast:

The Beginning
Quindlen, Anna. More Than
Enough

Quinn, Kate. The Astral
Library

Quirk, Matthew. The Method:

A Thriller
Robb, J.D. Stolen in Death

Rollins, James. Trust No One:

A Thriller
Saunders, George. Vigil

Score, Lucy. Mistakes Were
Made

Singh, Nalini. Such a Perfect
Family

Stabenow, Dana. The Harvey
Girl

Steel, Danielle. The Devil’s
Daughter

Steel, Danielle. Felicia’s
Favorites

Stevenson, Benjamin.
Everyone in This Bank Is a Thief

Thor, Brad. Cold Zero
Todd, Charles. A Day of
Judgment (Inspector Rutledge)
Unger, Lisa. Served Him
Right

White, Kate. I Came Back for
You: A Novel

Winslow, Don. The Final
Score: Six Short Novels

NONFICTION—

Alford, Allison M., PhD.
Good Daughtering

Alker, Ashley. 99 Ways to Die:
And How to Avoid Them

Applegate, Christina.
You with the Sad Eyes: A
Memoir

Bertinelli, Valerie. Getting
Naked: The Quiet Work of
Becoming Perfectly Imperfect

Chang, Jung. Fly, Wild Swans:
My Mother, Myself and China

Chapman, Gary. The Love
Language That Matters Most:
How to Personalize Love So
They Really Feel It

Chiasson, Dan. Bernie for
Burlington: The Rise of the
People’s Politician

Coelho, Paulo. The Supreme
Gift: Love Is the Greatest Thing
in the World

Cooke, Julia. Starry and
Restless: Three Women Who
Changed Work, Writing, and the
World

Ellsberg, Daniel. Truth and
Consequence: Reflections on
Catastrophe, Civil Resistance,
and Hope

Klosterman, Chuck. Football
Lucci, Susan. La Lucci

Meacham, Jon. American
Struggle: Democracy, Dissent,
and the Pursuit of a More Perfect
Union: An Anthology

Minnelli, Liza. Kids, Wait Till
You Hear This!

O’Donnell, Norah. We the
Women: The Hidden Heroes
Who Shaped America

Oliver, Jamie. Eat Yourself

Healthy: Food to Change Your
Life

Oppenheimer, Mark. Judy

Blume: A Life

Osborn, Cate. The ADHD
Field Guide for Adults

Pollan, Michael. A World
Appears: A Journey into
Consciousness

Puhak, Shelley. The Blood
Countess: Murder, Betrayal, and
the Making of a Monster

Sancton, Julian. Neptune’s
Fortune: The Billion-Dollar
Shipwreck and the Ghosts of the
Spanish Empire

Sekhon, Lucky, MD. The
Lucky Egg: Understanding

Your Fertility and How to Get
Pregnant Now

Streitfeld, David. Western
Star: The Life and Legends of
Larry McMurtry

Tu, Vivian. Well Endowed: The
Secrets to Strategic Spending,
Building a Financial Foundation
for You and Your Family, and
Creating Lasting Generational
Wealth

Turley, Jonathan. Rage and
the Republic: The Unfinished
Story of the American
Revolution



Reimagining Places of the Past: Historic Preservation Lecture Series

The Genealogy & Local History Library is partnering with Alton Area Landmarks Association (AALA) this winter to
bring back our three-part Saturday lecture series in January, February, and March. AALA is dedicated to educating,
promoting, and saving the architectural heritage of the Alton area. Feel free to register for one lecture or all three. This
year’s Winter Lecture Series is dedicated to long-time Alton Area Landmarks Association member Joan Albers.

Part 1: Armenian Immigration to Granite City in the Early Twentieth Century with Norma
Asadorian

Genealogy & Local History Library

Saturday, January 17, at 10:00 a.m.

Armenians and other immigrants who settled in Granite City’s Lincoln Place neighborhood played an important role
in the development of the planned community. At the beginning of the twentieth century, the immigrant industrialist
brothers Fredrick and William Niedringhaus established Granite City across the Mississippi River from St. Louis.
Granite City began as an industrial town producing graniteware household items and industrial steel. The need
for large amounts of cheap factory labor attracted thousands of immigrants, including Hungarians, Macedonians,
Mexicans, and Armenians, among many others.

The Armenian Genocide is a significant event in modern Armenian history and prompted the immigration of many
early Granite City Armenians. It continues to influence foreign relations with the Republic of Armenia and the lives
and shared memories of Armenians and their descendants around the globe.

Norma Asadorian descended from Armenian immigrant ancestors who settled in the historic Lincoln Place
neighborhood in Granite City. Before her retirement in 2012, Asadorian was an award-winning secondary school
teacher for thirty-seven years. In the classroom, she taught a wide variety of social studies courses. She has continued
her lifelong interest in history, languages, and archaeology as the founder and President of the Lincoln Place Heritage
Association (LPHA). She is also a long-time Madison County Historical Society board member and works part-time
for SIUE’s Historical Studies Department, where she observes and evaluates student teachers.

Part 2: The Chatillon-DeMenil House with Bill Stanard
Genealogy & Local History Library
Saturday, February 21, at 10:00 a.m.

Constructed between 1851 and 1876, the Chatillon-DeMenil House illustrates the story of Franco-American, Creole
culture during the Civil War, turn-of-the-century, and Roaring 20s eras in St. Louis. De Lor, Chatillon, Chouteau, and
DeMenil, all names familiar to historians of the Louisiana Province of New France, figure prominently in the cultural
life of the Gateway to the West.

Veteran, teacher, craftsman, sailor, and writer, Bill Stanard dedicated his career to teaching English and computer
science, as well as spending countless hours building boats, enjoying the camaraderie of fellow artisans. He lives and
works in St. Louis, and is the Executive Director of the Chatillon-DeMenil House.

Part 3: Immigration from German-Speaking Europe to Southwestern Illinois in the
Nineteenth Century with William P. Shannon IV

Genealogy & Local History Library

Saturday, March 21, at 10:00 a.m.

Immigration from German-speaking Europe changed southwestern Illinois in the nineteenth century. Join us for
an exploration of German immigration to our area. St. Clair County Historical Society Executive Director William
Shannon will be your guide on this journey into history, tracing the impact of German immigrants in every facet of
life in our region.

William P. Shannon IV is the Executive Director of the St. Clair County Historical Society. He also serves as the
President of the Illinois State Historical Society. A native of south suburban Chicago, he now lives in Belleville.

Seating is limited. Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for these programs. Each program requires individual registration.



New in Our Illinois Room
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Adventures in Wildlife Rehabilitation: Treehouse Wildlife Center—Selections from Treehouse
Wildlife Center’s Newsletter, “Treehouse Droppings” Including Treehouse History compiled by Adele
T. Moore, cofounder, director, & newsletter editor (2025). IR 636.0832 ADV

Alton Cemetery: Alton, Illinois—Alphabetical Listing compiled by Bette J. Flactiff, Sue Williams (2000).
IR 977.3865 ALT Book 1, IR 977.3865 ALT Book 2

Alton Police Department, Alton, Illinois: Protecting Our Community Since 1837 compiled by The
Hayner Public Library District Genealogy & Local History Library (2025). IR 363.20977386 ALT BK. 1,
IR 363.20977386 ALT BK. 2, IR 363.20977386 ALT BK. 3

The Beall Mansion and the Families of 407 East Twelfth Street, Alton, Illinois compiled by The Hayner
Public Library District Genealogy & Local History Library (2025). IR 728.0977386 BEA

Bethalto East School: Bethalto, Illinois (yearbook). IR 372.77386 BET 1970-71, IR 372.77386 BET 1971-72,
IR 372.77386 BET 1973-74

A Bibliography of African American Family History at the Newberry Library by Jack Simpson (2005).
IR 929.108996073 SIM

Bond County Naturalization Intent Copied from the Records of Bond County Circuit Clerk, John
King (1998). IR 977.38739 BON

Cemeteries: Bond County, Illinois compiled by Nelda N. Anthony and Sarah M. Neer; indexed by Beutonne
McKean (1988). IR 977.3873 ANT BK. 1

City Farm & Pest House: Alton, Illinois compiled by The Hayner Public Library District Genealogy & Local
History Library (2025). IR 977.386 CIT

His Story of Bethalto: Dedicated to the Boys of Bethalto, Heroes of the World War by Henry
W. Zimmermann (1921). IR 977.386 ZIM Also available in full text digitally: https://archive.org/details/
hisstoryofbethal00zimm

Honey Island: A Broadcaster’s Search for His Mississippi Roots by Julius K. Hunter (1999).
IR 929.2 ROUNDS

Memorial Park Cemetery, Staunton, Illinois compiled by members of the Staunton Area Genealogical Society
(1983). 1R 977.3835 MEM

The Spectator: Civic Memorial High School, Bethalto, Illinois (yearbook). IR 373.77386 SPE 1954,
IR 373.77386 SPE 1955, IR 373.77386 SPE 1956, IR 373.77386 SPE 1957

Staunton City Cemetery Inscriptions compiled by Staunton Area Genealogical Society (1981).
IR 977.3835 STA

Trolleys to River City: The Alton, Jacksonville & Peoria Railway—The Piasa Route by Lawrence N.
Thomas; featuring maps from George Fehl (2024). IR 388.46 THO

Warpath (Mississippi Valley Christian School yearbook). IR LOCKED CASES 373.77386 WAR 1979,
IR LOCKED CASES 373.77386 WAR 1980, IR LOCKED CASES 373.77386 WAR 1981,

IR LOCKED CASES 373.77386 WAR 1982, IR LOCKED CASES 373.77386 WAR 1983,

IR LOCKED CASES 373.77386 WAR 1985

Who’s Who in the Central States (1929). IR 920.073 WHO

Wood River, IL compiled by The Hayner Public Library District Genealogy & Local History Library (2025).
IR 977.386 WOO



Branching Out 2026: Genealogy Classes

The Hayner Genealogy & Local History Library offers Branching Out classes at the Genealogy & Local History Library;,
401 State Street, Alton, Illinois. Branching Out classes take place on the second and third Thursdays of each month
from 10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

On the second Thursday of each month, library staff presents a discussion of a genealogy research topic. On the third
Thursday, we gather around the fireplace, and everyone gets a chance to share family stories, photos, and projects. We
learn from each other and have some laughs too!

January 8 - Plan Your Work and Work Your Plan

January 15 - Discussion Group

February 12 - Papers, Photos, Heirlooms: Organize and Preserve Them
February 19 - Discussion Group

March 12 - Digital Family Trees and Files: Organize and Preserve Them
March 19 - Discussion Group

Branching Out classes and discussion group meetings will continue throughout 2026. Just getting started with
genealogy and not sure if these classes are right for you? Call or email the Genealogy & Local History Library to
schedule an individual appointment. We will review your information and help you determine what to do next. Call
618-462-0677, ext. 2892, or email genealogy@haynerlibrary.org.

New Newspaper and Obituary Databases Available Through
August 2026

Thanks to a free trial through NewsBanKk’s partnership program, two new databases are available at all Hayner Library
locations or remotely with your Hayner Library card through August 2026.

America’s News

Explore and stay informed on local and national topics, people, and events in areas such as business, health, education,
jobs and careers, political and social issues, and more. This database features a wide variety of credible, vetted news
sources spanning the United States. Newspapers of particular local interest are the Belleville News-Democrat, Chicago
Sun-Times, Edwardsville Intelligencer, Herald ¢» Review (Decatur, Illinois), Peoria Journal Star, St. Louis Post-Dispatch,
and State Journal-Register (Springfield, Illinois). USA TODAY is also available. Date coverage varies with the individual
newspaper. Access is available 24/7.

Heritage Hub

Explore your family history with the premier collection of U.S. obituaries and death notices for in-depth genealogical
research from 1704 to today. Heritage Hub helps you easily identify relatives, uncover new information, and discover
potentially unknown family members. Includes deep coverage from all fifty states, hard-to-find content from the mid-
1900s, and original obituary images. Access is available 24/7.

Visit the Genealogy & Local History Online Resources page on the Hayner Library website (www.haynerlibrary.org)
to view the new databases added to the “Available Remotely with a Hayner Library Card” section. Log in with your last
name and Hayner Library card barcode. We hope you take advantage of these databases during the free trial.



All library special events are funded by grants and/or
private endowment. Photos may be taken during library
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sumed as your consent to allow the library the right to

use these photos in promotional material.

Join us for our Winter 2026 special events. These events are great for all ages, and they’re all free of charge! Most
programs require registration. To register, please call 1-800-613-3163.

REMINDER: Program registration often fills up and rolls over to a waiting list. If you are not going to attend a
program for which you are registered, please call 1-800-613-3163 and let us know. We will fill your reservation with
a name from the waiting list.

Taps & Tomes Book Club

The Old Bakery Beer Company, 400 Landmarks Boulevard, Alton, IL

Thursday, January 8 — The Underworld: Journeys to the Depths of the Ocean by Susan Casey
Thursday, March 5 — Title TBD

Social Hour — 6:00 p.m. Book Discussion — 7:00 p.m.

Wed love for you to join us for a drink and a book discussion. Our social hour starts at 6:00 p.m., and the book
discussion begins at 7:00 p.m. Participants are welcome to join us for both the social hour and the book discussion
or just the discussion. The Taps & Tomes book selections can be checked out at Hayner Library.

No registration necessary.

X’s and Sews: A Crafting Program

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room

Tuesdays, January 13 and 27; February 10 and 24; March 10 and 24, 6:00 p.m. — 7:30 p.m.

Calling all crafters! Pack up your portable projects and join us for X’s and Sews—a laid-back crafting program where
your creativity meets community. Bring whatever you're working on—whether it’s embroidery, knitting, crocheting,
drawing, scrapbooking, cross-stitching, jewelry making, origami, quilting, woodcarving...you name it! Enjoy relaxing
music, conversation, and the company of fellow crafters. If your craft can be transported with ease, wed love for you
to bring it along and create with us. We cannot wait to meet everyone and see what you are working on!

No registration necessary.

The Nature Institute: A Journey Through Time SN
THENATUi%TITUTE

Hayner Genealogy & Local History Library
Tuesday, January 13, 6:00 p.m. — 7:00 p.m.

The Nature Institute sprawls across a whopping 500 acres, protected since 1980. It's mission? To turn the land into a
vibrant, bustling biodiversity hotspot.

But what was it before it became a nature enthusiast’s paradise? Join Ramona, the Director of Outreach at The Nature
Institute, as she winds back the clock to unveil the land’s past life. Get ready to meet some of Alton’s VIPs and take a
delightful stroll down memory lane!

Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program.



Self-Care with Eileen

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room
10:00 a.m. —11:00 a.m.

Wednesday, January 14: Laughter Yoga

Wednesday, February 11: Singing Bowls Sound Bath
Wednesday, March 11: Intro to Qigong

Join Eileen Wolfington, a self-care facilitator, as she introduces three separate sixty-minute self-care classes. These
classes focus on stress relief, enhanced brain function, breathing techniques, and relaxation methods, all designed to
leave you feeling rejuvenated and energized.

The classes are tailored for adults, accommodating those with or without physical restrictions. Please bring a yoga
mat or towel if you can comfortably lie on the floor; if not, chairs will be provided.

Please register for each session separately by calling 1-800-613-3163.

Winter Reading Retreat with Love

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room
Friday, January 16, 6:00 p.m. — 7:30 p.m.

Take a break from the winter chill and treat yourself to a cozy evening just for you. Enjoy a warm drink and a
Valentine’s treat while you make your own felt heart coasters or Valentine’s cards, chat with fellow book lovers, and
carve out a little quiet time to read. Feel free to bring your favorite drink or treat to enjoy. This is an open-house-style
event, so youre welcome to drop in briefly or stay the entire time.

Space is limited. Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program.

The Buckhannon Brothers: Old-Time Music

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room
Tuesday, January 20, 6:00 p.m. — 7:00 p.m.

The Buckhannon Brothers, Curtis, a printing company worker, and Dennis, a retired union
painter, have been a staple in the old-time music scene in and around St. Louis for decades. &

They are known for their impeccable rhyme and tasteful chordings, playing many traditional tunes from fiddle origins.
Their performances are supported by Vince Corkery on bass and Emily Buckhannon on organ and banjo mandolin.
They have been recognized for their first-rate old-time music, showcasing their talent and dedication to the genre.

Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program.

Adult Puzzle Race Challenge

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room
Thursday, January 29, 6:00 p.m. — 7:30 p.m.

Are you a puzzle enthusiast, nineteen years or older? If so, register your team of four for Hayner Library’s Puzzle
Race Challenge. Each team of four adults will be given a 500-piece jigsaw puzzle and ninety minutes to complete it.
The first team to finish is our winner! If no team finishes within ninety minutes, the winner will be the team with
the fewest pieces left. All teams will receive a participation prize, but only one team will leave with the title of Puzzle
Team Champions!

This program has a seven-team limit with a total participation of twenty-eight people.

Please call (618) 462-0677, ext. 2855, to register your team.



Ghosts Next Door — Milton School House

Genealogy & Local History Library
Thursday, January 29, 7:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m.

Join us for our next installment of “Ghosts Next Door,” as we discuss the history and hauntings
of the old Milton School House in Alton. Marlene Lewis with Alton Odessey Tours will share
paranormal experiences and photos, and the history of this location. Each “Ghosts Next Door”
program focuses on the history of various local locations.

Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program.

Whriters Circle

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room
10:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.

Saturday, January 31 — Acrostic Poetry

Saturday, February 28 — Elegies

Saturday, March 28 — Weirdly Specific Prompts

For the novice and the experienced: Join us for a writing prompt to get creativity flowing and receive constructive
feedback from your peers in a guided group discussion. The focus genre of our Writers Circle changes every month,
so be sure to check in!

Seating is limited. Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program.

Blind Date with a Book

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall
Sunday, February 1 through Saturday, February 14

Go on a blind date...with a book this February!

Looking forward to your next great read? Let fate decide! Visit our “Blind Date with a Book” display
and check out a book without judging it by its cover. Each mystery book is wrapped and labeled with
a few intriguing hints about its plot, genre, or characters—but no titles or authors’ names.

Will your blind date be a thrilling adventure, a heartfelt romance, a spine-tingling mystery, or something totally
unexpected? Take a chance, check one out, and discover something new. Who knows? You might just fall in love...
with a book!

A Jest Murder Mystery: Murder in Mayberry peurdoisy

Mass

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room
Tuesday, February 10, 6:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m.

A murder at a garden party brings together your favorite characters from Mayberry in this Andy &
Griffith-inspired murder mystery.

Aunt Bee is hosting a garden party to raise money for the Flower and Garden Club. Unfortunately, someone is intent
on sabotaging the garden! Earnest D. Sass arrives to stir up trouble, but someone manages to stop him in his tracks.
Who could it be? Aunt Bee? Otis? Andy? Or another character that the audience is expected to portray? Whoever
committed the crime, expect plenty of mayhem at Murder in Mayberry!

Space is limited. Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program.



The Vintage Voices Players Present —
The Lovejoy Legacy

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room
Thursday, February 12, 2026, 6:00 p.m.

This powerful program brings history to life through first-person portrayals
of individuals connected to the legacy of Elijah P. Lovejoy. Celia Lovejoy,
his devoted widow; William “Scotch” Johnston, a free Black man, who
secretly buried Lovejoy’s body; Amanda Kitchell Chavers, whose freedom e vintage Voices Players — Latasha
was secured when Alton’s citizens united to purchase it; Thomas Dimmock,  LaFlore-Porter, Jared Hennings, Debbie
who led the effort to build the Lovejoy Monument; and Isaac H. Kelly, the = Maneke, Sean Williams, and Ron Abraham.
first official Lovejoy Grave Trustee.

Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program.

Palentine’s Day Game Night
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room
Friday, February 13, 6:00 p.m. — 7:30 p.m.

Join us for a night of friendship and fun at our Palentine’s Day Game Night! Whether you're
coming with your best pals or flying solo, this is the perfect chance to enjoy a night full of laughter
and great company. We will have tasty treats, fun games to choose from, and Valentine’s vibes!

Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program.

Hayner Cookbook Club: Celebrate Tried and True “Loved” Recipes!

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room
Thursday, February 19, 6:00 p.m. — 7:30 p.m.
Cookbook Selection: Cook’s Choice

Cook’s Choice-choose any cookbook at Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall or use your Hayner
Library card to access our new database: A to Z World Food.

Adults and kids of all ages: Join us in February as we celebrate Tried and True “Loved” Recipes Month! Kick the winter
doldrums by cooking and sharing your favorite beloved recipe with fellow library foodies at our Cookbook Club event.

How to Participate —

1. Browse Cookbooks In-Person
Stop by Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall and explore our cookbook collection located in the adult and
children’s nonfiction sections (641.5-641.8659).
« Choose your favorite recipe.
o Sign-up on the registration sheet.
o Library staft will record the book’s barcode and make a copy of your selected recipe for you to take home.

2. Use Our Online Resource
Prefer to search from home? Use your Hayner Library card to access our new online database, A to Z World Food.
 Browse international cuisines or select “North America - United States” for local favorites.
« Send your chosen recipe to the printer.
« Staff will print it for you.

3. Cook and Share
» Make your favorite “loved” recipe and bring it to share with others at the event!

Please bring a copy of your recipe to display next to your dish. We'll provide tea, water, plates, and utensils for
everyone. We can’t wait to see (and taste) what you create!



George Provenzano, PhD: The Deaths and Funerals of Abraham

and Mary Lincolns’ Two Sons Eddy and Willie

Genealogy & Local History Library
Wednesday, February 25, 6:00 p.m.

February is the month we remember Abraham Lincoln’s birthday (February 12, 1809). But February is also the
month in which two of Abraham and Mary Lincoln’s four sons died: Edward (Eddy) Baker Lincoln died on February
1, 1850, and William (Willie) Wallace Lincoln died on February 20, 1862. Both boys lived short lives and died after
suffering extended episodes of infectious diseases that few children experience today. This presentation will discuss
how Abraham and Mary Lincoln mourned the loss of Eddy and Willie during their funerals and for several years
thereafter.

George Provenzano is an historian and retired economist. He has published several articles on General James Semple,
Abraham Lincoln, and Illinois before the Civil War.

Seating is limited. Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program.

Discover Washington D.C.: A Monumental Journey

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room
Tuesday, March 10, 6:00 p.m. — 7:00 p.m.

Have you wished to explore Washington, D.C., but haven’t had the chance? Join LaCreatia Huff, a licensed tour guide,
for an engaging one-hour presentation tailored to adults who have yet to experience our nations capital but are
eager to learn about its iconic monuments. This session will showcase must-see museums, provide stunning visuals
of renowned landmarks, share fascinating stories behind the memorials, highlight the world-class Smithsonian
museums, and delve into the rich history of the area.

Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program.

Classical Guitarist Peter Fletcher

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room

Tuesday, March 24, 6:00 p.m. — 7:00 p.m.

Please join us for an unforgettable evening with classical guitarist Peter Fletcher, who delights in sharing his music
with audiences nationwide. Peter holds a master’s degree from the prestigious Eastman School of Music and has
been performing full-time for over twenty years. His concerts have graced iconic venues such as Carnegie Hall,
the Performing Arts Center in Rapid City, South Dakota, and the Interchurch Center in New York City. Peter has
showcased significant works, including Bach’s Lute Suite No. 3, Paganini’s Caprice No. 24, and the Five Bagatelles by
British composer William Walton, as well as the beloved Leyenda and Cérdoba by Spanish composer Isaac Albéniz.

Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program.




Ilhinois Libraries Present

Hayner Library has partnered with Illinois Libraries Present* to bring you exciting, high-profile, virtual events featuring
bestselling authors and nationally recognized presenters. These events are 100% online, so you can attend from the
comfort of your own home - or wherever youd like!

Mark your calendar for these upcoming events:

Bringing History to Life with Jonathan Eig

Tuesday, January 13, 7:00 p.m.

Jonathan Eig is the bestselling author of six books, including his most recent, Pulitzer Prize-winning King: A Life.
Vividly written and exhaustively researched, it is the first major biography in decades of Civil Rights icon Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., and the first to include recently declassified FBI files.

Still Afraid of the Dark: An Evening with R.L. Stine

Tuesday, February 24, 7:00 p.m.

Join us with The Guinness Book of World Records’ “most prolific author of childrens horror novels,” R.L. Stine, to
discuss his illustrious and still-expanding body of work. Witty, creepy, and compulsively readable, this bestselling
author defined horror for a generation of young readers.

Beyond the Page with Percival Everett

Thursday, March 19, 7:00 p.m.

Industrious, irreverent, humble — though he may deny the accusation - Percival Everett, like his fiction, defies
categorization. His most recent novel, James, earned both the Pulitzer Prize for fiction and the National Book Award,
and his 2001 novel Erasure inspired the film American Fiction, which received the Academy Award for Best Adapted
Screenplay in 2024.

Registration is required to attend these virtual events. Find registration information and more for each event on our
Events Calendar at www.haynerlibrary.org. Please note that registration for each event now closes at 5:00 p.m. on the
day of the event.

*These events are made possible by Illinois Libraries Present, a statewide collaboration among public libraries
offering premier events. Illinois Libraries Present is funded in part by a grant awarded by the Illinois State Library,
a department of the Secretary of State, using funds provided by the U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services,
under the provisions of the Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA).

Tech Help Appointments
Did you know you can book our Reference Librarian for one-on-one technology help appointments?
These appointments cover basic questions about a number of tech topics, including:

« E-books, e-audiobooks, and e-readers

» Using library databases and online learning resources

« Using apps

o Al using LLMs (like ChatGPT)

e Scams

« Computer skills or programs (Microsoft Office, using the internet, email, etc.)
» Mobile devices (tablet, cell phone, laptop, etc.)

 Basic device troubleshooting

To request an appointment, please call (618) 466-0677, ext. 2845, or fill out our online form: haynerlibrary.org/how-
do-i/library-services/tech-help-appointments.

Each appointment is booked for thirty minutes. To make the most of your time, the appointment may be limited to
one issue and/or one device, depending on the nature of your request. Please be aware that there are some topics we are
not equipped to help with, but we will do our best to answer your questions and provide resources to meet your needs.



KIDSSPACE

Make-or-Take Crafts

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace
Mondays, January 5, February 9, and March 2

Stop by and ask for your free Make-or-Take Craft. Crafts
will be available on the first Monday of each month while
supplies last.

Stories with Panda Bear

Downtown Library KidsSpace

Tuesdays, January 6, 13, 20, and 27; February 3, 10, 17,
and 24; March 3, 10, 17, 24, and 31, at 10:00 a.m.

Join us for stories, songs, music, and a snack. This story
time is for children ages 2-4. To register, please call (618)
462-0677, ext. 2836.

Baby Lap-Sit Story Time

Downtown Library KidsSpace

Wednesdays, January 7, 14, 21, and 28; February 4, 11,
18, and 25; March 4, 11, 18, 25, at 10:00 a.m.

Bring your little ones for stories, songs, fingerplays, and
fun. This story time is for children ages birth to 2. To
register, please call (618) 462-0677, ext. 2836.

Books and Busy Bees Story Time

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace
Thursdays, January 8, 15, 22, and 29; February 5, 12, 19,
and 26; March 5, 12, 19, and 26, at 10:00 a.m.

Enjoy stories, songs, and a fun themed craft! This story
time is for children ages 3-5. To register, please call (618)
433-2881. Space is limited!

Coffee & Chaos

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose
Room

Mondays, January 12, February 9, and March 16,

9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

Explore, play, and have fun! No registration required —
just drop in and join the fun. This program is perfect for
young children, ages birth to 4, and their caregivers. Adult
supervision is required. Toys, games, and activities will be
provided! Enjoy a cup of coffee and connect with other
caregivers while your child plays. We kindly ask that you
help your child clean up when theyre finished. Please
note: This program is not fully staffed. Library staff will
check in periodically and are available at the desk if you
need assistance.

Winter 2026 Activities

Art Club: Ages 6—12

Jacoby Arts Center, 208 State Street, Alton, IL

Fridays, January 23, February 20, and March 20,

3:45 p.m. - 5:45 p.m.

Beginner or advanced, express your creativity and have
fun making art at Jacoby Arts Center! Supplies will be
provided. Wear clothes that can get messy! Space is limited,
so please call (618) 433-2881 to reserve your spot.

LEGO Club: Ages 6—12

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace
Tuesdays, January 13, February 10, and March 10,

4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Wednesdays, January 28, February 25, and March 25,
4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Join us for an hour of building and creating LEGO
masterpieces. The library will supply the LEGOs, or feel
free to bring your own. Space is limited. Please call (618)
433-2881 to reserve your spot.

Step into a Winter Wonderland with the Ice
Queen and Snow Princess

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance
Room

Saturday, January 24, at 10:00 a.m.

Get ready for a magical winter adventure! Join us for a
winter wonderland celebration where fairy tales come to
life with Enchanted Events. Bring the whole family and
meet your favorite royal sisters as they welcome you into a
snowy world full of wonder, music, and warm hugs (even
in the cold!). Gather ‘round for an enchanting story time
with our royal guests, enjoy singing fit for a queen (or a
snowman who loves summer!), pick up a winter-themed
take-home activity, take home an Olaf-themed snack bag,
and pose for photo-ops with our special guests.

Dress in your favorite winter costume (crowns and capes
encouraged) and let your imagination sparkle! Don’t miss
this enchanted celebration, where the magic of winter
comes alive!

Special Story Time with Baker Ben from
Duke Bakery

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room
Thursday, January 29, at 10:00 a.m.

Join us for a sweet story time featuring Baker Ben from
Duke Bakery! Ben will read a fun story, talk about what it’s
like to work at the bakery, and answer questions from our
little learners. This story time is for children ages 3-5. To
register, please call (618) 433-2881. Space is limited!

Continued on next page =



National Puzzle Day

Thursday, January 29

Celebrate National Puzzle Day by stopping by any Hayner
Library location to take a break and help complete our
picture — one puzzle piece at a time. Everyone’s welcome
to join in the fun! We will have a community puzzle
available for patrons to help put together at each Hayner
Library location.

Family Puzzle Day Competition

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose
Room

Thursday, January 29, 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Think your family has what it takes to finish first? Join
us for a fun and friendly challenge where family teams
compete to complete a 100-piece jigsaw puzzle. The first
team to finish will win a grand prize, but dont worry,
every team will go home with a small prize! This program
is recommended for families with children ages six and
older. Teams may include up to five people, and an adult
must participate with each team.

Space is limited. Please call (618) 433-2881 to register for
this program.

Valentine’s Day Card Station

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace
February 9 - 14, 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Love is in the air, and so is creativity! Stop by Hayner
Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace and visit our
Valentine’s Day Card Station, where kids ages 3-11 can
craft heartfelt cards for friends, family, teachers, or anyone
special. We'll provide everything you need. Whether your
card is sweet, silly, or sentimental, it's sure to brighten
someones day! Adult supervision is required.

No registration required—just bring your creativity!

A Valentine Celebration at the Library
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace

Friday, February 13, 3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Celebrate friendship, kindness, and the joy of reading at our
special Valentine-themed event. Join us for aheartwarming
story time, make sweet crafts, play easy games, eat a quick
snack, and spread love through handmade cards. Young
readers and their families can move through different
activity stations and enjoy a mini Valentine’s party together.
The program begins with a special Ms. Mary Kay story
time—don’t miss it! Adult supervision required.

Registration required. Please call (618) 433-2881 to register
for this program.

Yoga & Story Time

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose
Room

Saturdays, February 28 and March 28, at 10:00 a.m.
Join us in welcoming back SonJoria Sydnor, author of Our
Familys Doing Yoga! SonJoria will lead a special story time
and yoga session for children ages 3-5 and their parents.
This fun and engaging program includes a read-aloud,
movement activities, and games designed to introduce
yoga poses and calming techniques to help manage
everyday stress.

Limited space available! Registration is required to attend
this program. Please call (618) 433-2881.

Sensory Bins

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace
Mondays and Fridays, 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Looking for a fun, hands-on activity for your little one?
Stop by the KidsSpace desk to see if a sensory bin is
available. Each bin is filled with textures, scoops, and
surprises designed to engage curious minds and busy
fingers. We currently have two sensory bins available; the
first bin is for children ages birth to 3, and the second bin
is for children four and older.

A few friendly notes: Adult supervision is required at all
times. Please wash your hands before using the bin, and
keep all sensory bin items out of children’s mouths. One
bin per family at a time. Each bin has a thirty-minute time
limit. Please help your child clean up when finished. Please
return the bin to library staff when finished. In-library use
only.

No registration required.

KidsSpace Treasure Hunts

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace

Visit the Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace
and follow the clues to see what treasures you can find!
Treasure hunts will change biweekly.

Dial-A-Story

Call (618) 462-TALE (618-462-8253)

Enjoy safe, free, educational, and entertaining activities
for your children - available twenty-four hours a day, 365
days a year, from the comfort of your own home. Library
staff adds new stories at the beginning of each month. Call
Dial-A-Story now!



The 1,000 Books Club —A Story Time
Adventure for Little Readers

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace
Mondays, January 26, February 23, and March 30, at
10:00 a.m.

Join our 1,000 Books Club, a fun and family-friendly way
to help your child build a lifelong love of reading before
kindergarten! Designed as part of the national 1,000 Books
Before Kindergarten initiative, this special story time
celebrates every milestone on your child’s reading journey.

Once a month, we'll enjoy songs, rhymes, and stories
together, helping little ones develop early literacy skills in
a joyful and supportive environment. Families can track
their progress toward the big goal of reading 1,000 books—
and earn small rewards and recognition along the way!

1,000 Books Before Kindergarten Sign-Up
Day

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace

Friday, March 13, 10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

Join us for our 1,000 Books Before Kindergarten Sign-
Up Day! This fun and rewarding early literacy program
encourages families to read together and helps young
children build a lifelong love of books.

Staft will be on hand to help you sign up, explain how the
program works, and answer any questions you may have.
We'll also have recommended book lists to help your
young reader get started on their reading journey.

Whether you're brand new to the program or continuing
your progress, this is the perfect opportunity to learn
more, get inspired, and celebrate reading together.

KidsSpace Egg Hunt

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace
Monday, March 30 - Saturday, April 4

Children ages 3-11 can join us in KidsSpace for our annual
egg hunt! Each child may find the number of eggs equal to
their age and return them to the staff at the KidsSpace desk
for a small prize!

1,000 Books Before Kindergarten

Start your child’s reading adventure today with 1,000 Books
Before Kindergarten! This fun, free program helps families
share the joy of reading while building early literacy skills
that last a lifetime.

The goal is simple: Read 1,000 books with your child
before they start kindergarten. That may sound like a lot—
but if you read just one book each night, you’ll reach 1,000
books in less than three years!

How it works —
1. Register at the library or on Beanstack. Babies birth
to 2 will receive a special Beginner Bag.

2. Read together! Any book counts—including repeats,
story times at the library, and Dial-A-Story.

3. Track your progress on Beanstack, or pick up a log at
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace.

4. Celebrate milestones! Earn a brag tag for every 100
books read.

Every book you read together brings your child closer to
kindergarten readiness, while creating precious family
memories.

TumbleBook Library: Free e-Books for Children

TumbleBook Library is a curated database of children’s e-books, available for free with your Hayner Library card. Perfect
for children ages kindergarten through sixth grade, TumbleBook Library has over 1,100 titles and includes animated
talking picture books, read-along chapter books, nonfiction books and videos, graphic novels, and curated playlists.

TumbleBook Library even has books in Spanish and French. TumbleBook Library is free to use and can be accessed from

your home computer, phone, tablet, or mobile device.

You can find a link to the TumbleBook Library on the “e-Books & Digital Magazines” page of the Hayner Library website,
or download the TumbleBook Library app from your device’s app store. Explore literacy in a fun and interactive way!

TumbleBook
\ipra™



Unless otherwise noted, all programs are for ages 12-
18 and will take place in the Hayner Library at Alton
Square Mall Performance Room Teen Center (upper
level). Please call (618) 433-2872 for more information.

Comic Chaos

Mondays, January 5, February 2, and March 2,

4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Join us for our new Comic Chaos book club! The comic
books that we discuss are available on our new Comics
Plus database. During the meeting, we will discuss
the book and choose our next title. You may also call
TeenSpace at (618) 433-2872 for the title of each month’s
comic book selection.

Teen Take-Home Crafts

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall TeenSpace
Mondays, January 5, February 2, and March 2

Do you like science, art, or creating something with
your hands? Stop by Hayner Library at Alton Square
Mall TeenSpace on the first Monday of every month and
pick up a Teen Take-Home Craft. Crafts are available
while supplies last.

Teen Crime Stoppers

Wednesdays, January 7, February 4, and March 4,
4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Calling all true crime and murder mystery fans!
Participants will work together to examine clues, read
case files, and figure out whodunnit.

YA Fridays

Fridays, January 9, 16, 23, and 30; February 6, 13, 20,
and 27; March 6, 13, 20, and 27, 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Fun activities including crafts, video games, and of
course, hanging out with other teens!

Teen Advisory Board (TAB)

Wednesdays, January 14, February 11, and March 11,
4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

What types of programs do you want to see at the
library? Be a part of the Teen Advisory Board, a group
that helps make decisions about new programs and
events for teens at Hayner Library!

Family Crime Stoppers

Saturday, January 17, 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 pm

For one thrilling afternoon, the family members of our
Teen Crime Stoppers can join the team to tackle one of
our most challenging cases!

TE E N’pA‘ E Winter 2026 Activities

Crafting Creations

Wednesdays, January 21, February 18, and March 18,
4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Do you love being crafty? Join us for our new monthly
craft program, designed for teens. Each month, teens
meet up and create a craft.

Teen LEGO Challenge

Wednesdays, January 28, February 25, and March 25,
4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Do you love LEGOs? Bring a friend and join other teens
to create complex builds and win a prize!

Expressive Art

Fridays, January 30, February 27, and March 27, 4:00
p-m. - 5:00 p.m.

During our Expressive Art program, we will give teens a
canvas on which to paint something meaningful. Once
dry, the library will display the canvases in our Teen
Center. Before the 2026 Teen Summer Reading Program
begins, we will hold a special art gallery viewing to show
and celebrate these expressive art pieces.

National Puzzle Day

Thursday, January 29, 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Think you've got what it takes to solve it first? Celebrate
National Puzzle Day with our teen puzzle competition!
Team up, race against the clock, and see if your squad
can be the first to finish and win a prize!

Teen Valentine’s Day Card Station

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall TeenSpace
Monday, February 2 - Friday, February 13

During the first two weeks of February, be sure to stop by
our TeenSpace card station at Hayner Library at Alton
Square Mall. The card station will include everything
you need to make the perfect card for a loved one on
Valentine’s Day. While supplies last.

National Oreo Day

Friday, March 6, 4:00 p.m. — 5:00 p.m.

Join us for a delicious celebration of National Oreo
Day! Sample up to five Oreo varieties and discover your
ultimate favorite.



Mango Languages App

Want to learn a new language? Hayner Library now offers Mango Languages, an online resource for self-paced language
learning with over seventy world languages, including ESL (English as a Second Language) and ASL (American Sign
Language). Available as an app or from your desktop, Mango adapts to your unique learning style, so you can pick
up on new vocabulary, intuit unfamiliar grammatical structure, and train your pronunciation, all while boosting
your cultural IQ. Lessons include a mix of reading and listening activities — with native speaker audio - as well as
interactive pronunciation practice that allows you to record yourself speaking and compare it with the target language
audio. Similarly, the ASL course allows you to record video of yourself to practice and compare your s1gn1ng and facial
expressions. For young children, try Little Pim, Mangos video-based language courses featuring @musmamssfags:

Little Pim, the cartoon panda. To get started, use the QR Code or search for Mango Languages in etis it inss
your app store. All you need is a Hayner Library card! If you are using the app, create an account, $2ANAB Al 3 2
then select “Search for Free Mango” when it asks you to select your subscription. Search by location, Iy~ Relsded

select “Hayner Public Library District,” then log in with your library card barcode number. Spad

Wowbrary — A Digital “New Book” Shelf in Your Inbox

Keep track of every new item added to the Hayner Library collection every week with Wowbrary, a free email newsletter.
Published weekly, Wowbrary highlights top new books, DVDs, CDs, audiobooks, and even online magazines added
to the Hayner Library collection during the week. Browsing categories include “Top 20 Choices,” along with other
fiction and nonfiction lists for adults, teens, and children. What makes Wowbrary different from generic lists? It only
highlights new materials added to the Hayner Library collection. Wowbrary makes new items easy to browse and
allows you to immediately reserve any item that strikes your fancy. It is free, published weekly, and can be received as
an email or RSS feed. Visit www.wowbrary.org and sign up today!

Achieve Your Goals with Learning Express

Whether you're looking to improve your core skills, prepare for college admissions tests, obtain your high school
equivalency, or join the workforce, Learning Express has everything you need. You'll find practice tests, quizzes,
tutorials, microlessons, e-books, articles, and flashcards to help you achieve your goals.

Using Learning Express, you can:
o Prepare for the ACT, SAT, and AP college admissions exams
« Study for the GED (resources also available in Spanish)

« Explore potential careers (including military service), build workplace skills, and prepare for the ASVAB and
career licensure exams

« Build basic computer, internet, and Microsoft Office skills
« Study for graduate school admissions exams (DAT, GMAT, GRE, LSAT, MCAT, and PCAT)
» Prepare for the U.S. citizenship exam (resources also available in Spanish)

In addition, elementary and middle school educators will find a variety of supplementary instructional resources
aligned to math, reading, writing, and social studies curricula. To get started, visit www.haynerlibrary.org/digital-
resources-collections/subscription-databases and look for Learning Express. If you're using Learning Express at home,
make sure to have your Hayner Library card handy so you can log in.



Access Free Art, Cooking, Crafting, and Decorating Classes
(and More!) with Creativebug

With Creativebug, you’ll enjoy unlimited access to thousands of online art and craft classes that you can watch anytime,
anywhere. Classes never expire, so you can start and stop projects at your own pace. No pressure, just possibilities!

Creativebug classes include (but are not limited to):

« Yarn crafts o Paper

« Sewing « Holiday + Party
e Quilting o Jewelry

« Needlework « Food + Home

o Art + Design « Kids + Teens

In addition to standalone classes, Creativebug offers Learning Journeys, a series of classes and techniques that build
upon each other to help you master the basics of creative skills like garment sewing, knitting, bookmaking, mending,
and Cricut crafts. Or, if you're looking to flex your creative muscles and get into new artistic practices, you can check
out the Daily Practice Series. With over 100 different projects in a variety of mediums, each Daily Practice guides you
through a creative project one day at a time so you can build your skills while exploring tools and materials. Can’t wait
to begin your next project? Visit www.haynerlibrary.org/digital-resources-collections/subscription-databases and
look for Creativebug. Simply log in with your Hayner Library card to get started!

Paint the Town with Little Free Art Libraries!

Hayner Library has partnered with Jacoby Arts Center and Lewis and Clark Community College’s YouthBuild
program to install five Little Free Art Libraries throughout Alton! Each Little Free Art Library, carefully hand-built
and weatherproofed by YouthBuild students and painted in collaboration with Jacoby Arts Center, will be stocked
regularly with art books, art supplies, craft kits, and other artsy materials — all free to take and create with! The Little
Free Art Libraries will be installed at Jacoby Arts Center (208 State Street), Olin Park (State Street near the intersection
of State Street and West 9th Street), Boys and Girls Club of Alton (2512 Amelia Street), Milton Schoolhouse (1320
Milton Road), and Alton City Hall (101 East 3rd Street).

Puzzle Exchange — Swap Jigsaw Puzzles at Hayner Library

Do you love jigsaw puzzles? Then stop by Hayner Library and swap jigsaw puzzles with other puzzle-loving patrons!
The Downtown Library and Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall have an assortment of jigsaw puzzles available for
patrons to swap. The puzzles do not have to be checked out. Simply bring your finished or unwanted puzzles to the
library and leave with a new one! We will also accept puzzle donations for the puzzle exchange, even if you don't
want to take a new one home. Please note: The number of puzzles available during the program’s duration will vary
depending upon the number of puzzles donated.



The [Hayner Public
Library District

401 State Street
Alton, Illinois 62002

Downtown Library (618) 462-0677

Genealogy & Local History Library (618) 462-0677
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall (618) 462-0677
Administrative Office (618) 462-0677
Administrative Office FAX (618) 462-4919

Hours of Operation

Downtown Library

326 Belle Street, Alton

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Saturday, 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Closed Sunday

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall
132 Alton Square Mall Dr., Alton
Monday-Saturday, 8:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Sunday, 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Genealogy & Local History Library

401 State Street, Alton

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Saturday, 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Closed Sunday

www.haynerlibrary.org

Hayner Library Offers Weekly Email Newsletter

NONPROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE
PAID
ST. LOUIS, MO.
PERMIT #1022

Sign up for Hayner Library’s weekly email newsletter and keep up to date with the week’s upcoming library events,
direct to your inbox. Visit www.haynerlibrary.org and look for “Sign Up for Our Email Newsletter” Enter your email

address and you're all set!

Hayner Library Available for Community Outreach

Presentations

Hayner Library is more than just books—and wed love the opportunity to tell you more about the services
and programs that we offer. If you belong to an organization in Alton, Godfrey, or Foster Township and you're
looking for a guest speaker, please call Hayner Library Executive Director Mary Cordes at (618) 433-2877 or

email mary.cordes@haynerlibrary.org.




