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“Journey to Freedom: Illinois’ Underground 
Railroad” Exhibit Comes to Hayner Library
The Hayner Public Library District is thrilled to partner with Alton City Hall to co-host 
the large-scale traveling exhibit, “Journey to Freedom: Illinois’ Underground Railroad.” 
The Abraham Lincoln National Heritage Area, also known as Looking for Lincoln, 
produced the exhibit, which has spent the last several years on display throughout 
the state of Illinois. It will be at Alton City Hall from Thursday, October 1, 2026, to 
Thursday, December 31, 2026. Previous exhibit locations include the Lincoln Log Cabin 
State Historic Site, Bloomington Public Library, Urbana Free Library, Jacksonville Area 
Museum, and the Shawnee Hills Arts Council.
“Journey to Freedom: Illinois’ Underground Railroad” shares the stories of freedom 
seekers like John and Eliza Little, who traveled barefoot from Tennessee through Illinois 
to Canada to gain their freedom, and conductors like Henry and Mary Ann King Brown, 
who helped enslaved individuals to freedom in the Springfield, Quincy, and Galena 
areas. Several Altonians, including Isaac Kelly, who was a deacon at Union Baptist 
Church and served as a conductor on the North Star Line of the Underground Railroad, 
are also highlighted. His route began from his home in Alton on George Street, along 
the Illinois River, and on to Springfield, Illinois. Visitors to the exhibit will learn more 
about Underground Railroad stops and routes through Cairo, Springfield, Quincy, and 
Chicago. Other featured communities are Brooklyn/Freedom Village, Miller Grove, 
Galesburg, Mount Hope, Jacksonville, New Philadelphia, and Rocky Fork.
To complement the “Journey to Freedom” exhibit, The Hayner Public Library District 
will offer several programs related to the Underground Railroad. Please join us on 
Thursday, October 1, 2026, at 6:00 p.m., for an exhibit opening and reception at Alton 
City Hall. On Tuesday, October 6, 2026, Connie Martin will present “Pre-Civil War 
Quilts: Secret Codes to Freedom on the Underground Railroad.” On Tuesday, October 
13, 2026, Chris Vallillo will share his musical performance “Songs of the Illinois Freedom 
Road.” Both of these events will take place in the Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall 
Performance Room (upper level). On Saturday, October 24, 2026, historian Charlotte 
E. Johnson will give the lecture “The Underground Railroad in the Alton Area” at the 
Genealogy & Local History Library. For more details about these events, please refer to 
the Special Events section of this newsletter and the Hayner Library website. We look 
forward to seeing you!
“Journey to Freedom: Illinois’ Underground Railroad” contributors Charlotte E. 
Johnson and Reneé B. Johnson authored the following piece about Rocky Fork, which 
you may recognize from the Hayner Library Summer 2021 newsletter and the Great 
Rivers & Routes website. Since Rocky Fork is featured in the exhibit, we would like to 
share this background information with you again:



Wreaths Across America 2026
The National Wreaths Across America event, which began in 1992 by Morrill Worcester, will once again continue to 
remember the fallen, honor those who serve, and teach our children the value of freedom by placing twenty-inch live 
balsam wreaths on the graves of veterans. 
This year marks the twentieth anniversary of this ceremony at the Alton National Cemetery. Thanks to local volunteers, 
this group will once again participate in the national Wreaths Across America event on Saturday, December 19, 2026, 
at 11:00 a.m. at the Alton National Cemetery, 600 Pearl Street, Alton, Illinois. 
In 2025, through generous community donations, 560 wreaths were placed on every grave at our local national 
cemetery. Every dollar donated helps ensure that each veteran is remembered. You can help this tradition by donating 
to Wreaths Across America, P.O. Box 3081, Alton, IL 62002. The cost of each wreath is $17.00. 
Once again, the local Wreaths Across America effort will offer a limited number of wreaths for families or friends 
to honor their veteran loved ones who are buried at other local cemeteries. These wreath reservations will begin 
on Veterans Day, Wednesday, November 11, 2026, and conclude on Wednesday, December 2, 2026. All of these 
reservations must be made by calling Sue Fitzgerald at (618) 530-1430. 
The local Wreaths Across America group hopes to make the twentieth anniversary event bigger and better through 
your support, donations, and attendance. For more information, please call or email Margaret Hopkins at (618) 570-
8804 or hopkins1014@sbcglobal.net. You can also find information on the Wreaths Across America-Alton Facebook 
page. 
For more information about the Alton National Cemetery, the Alton City Cemetery, and many other cemeteries 
in Alton, Godfrey, and the surrounding areas, including cemetery maps, please visit the Hayner Genealogy & 
Local History Library, 401 State Street, Alton, Illinois. You can also find Madison County cemetery maps and other 
cemetery-related information in the Genealogy & Local History Library section of the Hayner Library website at www.
haynerlibrary.org. 

The Rocky Fork area, a National Network to Freedom Underground Railroad site in Godfrey, Madison County, 
covers an area that now includes residential, private recreational lands and the grounds of New Bethel AME 
Church. As early as 1816, the area is believed to have been a passageway for freedom seekers. Just a year later, 
six slaves were registered as indentured servants by the owner of a newly established tavern/distillery at the 
junction of Piasa and Sugar/Rocky Fork creeks. By 1830, the area was well within the Underground Railroad 
route of Priscilla Baltimore. Known as “The Moses of the West,” Mother Baltimore brought many through 
Rocky Fork and was instrumental in founding its community.
While the land was wild and a bit forbidding, it was valuable. Landowners Don Alonzo Spaulding and 
Andrew T. Hawley were the types of men who put their beliefs into action. They and their families were active 
abolitionists believed to be Underground Railroad agents. The lands they owned needed to be cleared. Their 
farms required workers. Both men offered freedom seekers work and the potential to acquire land.
In 1839, Mother Baltimore brought circuit-riding AME Minister William Paul Quinn to meet with the people 
at Rocky Fork. Rev. Quinn gathered the people together as a formal AME Church group before continuing 
in his westward mission. Through Rev. Quinn’s efforts, a call was made for a resident spiritual leader. Rev. 
Erasmus Green and Mrs. Eliza Jane Green answered that call in 1857. In the meantime, more people came 
to the area by boat, long swim, and overland routes. They purchased land through outright cash sales and 
work-for-purchase arrangements. These include the Parks and Wilkenson families. By 1869, Reverend Green 
had helped raise the first building to house the Bethel AME Rocky Fork Church and school, the center of a 
community.



Food for Fines Fine Amnesty Program 
Thursday, October 1 – Saturday, October 31, 2026

Do you have Hayner Library materials that got lost under the couch or in the trunk of your car? Food for Fines is an 
excellent opportunity to return those items to the library and avoid the accrued fines. From Thursday, October 1, 2026, 
through Saturday, October 31, 2026, patrons with overdue Hayner Library items can pay their fine with a canned food 
item. The library will donate the food items to Crisis Food Center in Alton. Library materials must be returned with 
food donations, at least one food item per overdue item. Only Hayner Library materials are eligible. Only non-expired, 
non-perishable food items are eligible for Food for Fines. Of course, even if you don’t have fines, please feel free to 
donate items to help others in our community. Fine amnesty is a great way to support critically important community 
organizations such as Crisis Food Center;  it is also an excellent opportunity to return “lost” materials to the library so 
that other patrons can check them out. Thank you for your support! 

The 2026 Illinois Heartland Library System Library Crawl 
Thursday, October 1 – Saturday, October 31, 2026

The Hayner Public Library District is happy to announce our participation in the Illinois Heartland Library System’s 
eighth annual Library Crawl. There are nearly 200 libraries in this year’s crawl! Participating in the Library Crawl is 
easy. Pick up an IHLS Library Crawl passport from any Hayner Library location, have your passport stamped by at 
least five participating libraries, and then return your passport to any Hayner Library location for a chance to win our 
grand prize drawing. All participating patrons who visit a Hayner Library location will receive a small prize (while 
supplies last). To show off where you have traveled, use #IHLSLibraryCrawl2026 on social media! The IHLS Library 
Crawl is a fun way for patrons within the Illinois Heartland Library System to visit other libraries and experience 
the vast array of library programming, collections, and services available in our state. Please note: Hayner Library 
cardholders can pick up and drop off their passports at any Hayner Library location. All other IHLS member library 
cardholders should pick up and drop off their passports at their home libraries. Only Hayner Library patrons are 
eligible to enter our grand prize drawings.

Adult Fall Scavenger Hunt
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall and Downtown Library

Thursday, October 1 – Saturday, October 31, 2026

Join us for our 2026 Adult Fall Scavenger Hunt! Hayner Library patrons ages eighteen and older can enter to win fun 
prizes by participating in a scavenger hunt around town and by playing themed word games! Patrons will receive a 
raffle ticket for each item found in the scavenger hunt and an additional five raffle tickets for each of the word games 
completed. 
This program will run through the month of October, with the winners being drawn on Monday, November 2, 2026. 
Prizes include a heavy-duty portable folding chair with side table, an Aucma stand mixer, and a Kodak full-color 
instant print digital camera!
Register at the Circulation Desk at Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall or the Downtown Library starting Thursday, 
October 1, 2026.



Getting Started with Reliable Research Tools
Finding information online can be overwhelming, and finding trustworthy information even more so. Hayner Library 
offers over fifty educational online resources—available at home or in the library—to help students, teachers, and 
curious people learn and explore without all the uncertainty. 
Not sure where to start? We recommend two of these resources, Explora and Britannica Library, as learning launchpads.
Explora lets you search through thirty academic databases, separately or all at once, in one user-friendly interface. If 
you’ve used any common search engine, you’ll find that Explora looks and feels familiar, with the added certainty that 
the information you find is trustworthy. For broader searches, Explora will provide a “Topic Overview” in addition to 
the search results to help you get started. You can also browse popular topics, save individual articles or entire searches, 
and organize your research into project folders to help you stay on track. 
Britannica Library is an online encyclopedia containing comprehensive information for all ages. With four separate 
experiences–Young Children, Children, Young Adults, and Reference Center–anyone can find easy-to-use, trusted 
information at their fingertips. Because it’s online, articles can be updated at any time to keep pace with our fast-
moving world. You’ll also find features that aren’t possible with a print encyclopedia, such as instantly translating an 
article to another language, listening to an article, watching videos, viewing related articles and links, and playing 
interactive games. To help you with your research projects, Britannica Library offers a “Ready for Research” step-by-
step research guide and “How-Tos” for different kinds of projects. 
For more information or a one-on-one tutorial for using either of these resources, please contact our 
Reference Librarian at reference@haynerlibrary.org or (618) 462-0677, ext. 2845.
To view our full list of online resources, use the QR code or visit tinyurl.com/hayneronline. All of our 
subscription databases are available from home with a Hayner Library card or from a computer at any 
Hayner Library location. 

Achieve Your Goals with LearningExpress
Whether you’re looking to improve your core skills, prepare for college admissions tests, obtain your high school 
equivalency, or join the workforce, LearningExpress has everything you need. You’ll find practice tests, quizzes, 
tutorials, microlessons, e-books, articles, and flashcards to help you achieve your goals.
Using LearningExpress, you can:
•	 Prepare for the ACT, SAT, and AP college admissions exams
•	 Study for the GED (resources also available in Spanish)
•	 Explore potential careers (including military service), build workplace skills, and prepare for the ASVAB and  
	 career licensure exams 
•	 Build basic computer, internet, and Microsoft Office skills
•	 Study for graduate school admissions exams (DAT, GMAT, GRE, LSAT, MCAT, and PCAT)
•	 Prepare for the U.S. citizenship exam (resources also available in Spanish)
In addition, elementary and middle school educators will find a variety of supplementary instructional resources 
aligned to math, reading, writing, and social studies curricula.
To get started, visit tinyurl.com/hayneronline and look for LearningExpress. All of our subscription databases are 
available from home with a Hayner Library card or from a computer at any Hayner Library location.    



Illinois Libraries Present
Virtual Program

Tuesday, October 20; Thursday, November 12, 2026; Tuesday, January 19, 2027,  
Program Times Available at Registration

The Hayner Public Library District has partnered with Illinois Libraries Present to bring you exciting, high-profile 
virtual events featuring bestselling authors and nationally recognized presenters. These events are completely online, 
so that you can attend from the comfort of your own home—or wherever you’d like! Mark your calendar for these 
upcoming events: 

Tuesday, October 20, 2026– Preserving History with Geoffrey Baer
Tag along for a special conversation with Geoffrey Baer, beloved Chicago historian, storyteller, and host of numerous 
PBS programs exploring the architecture, history, and hidden stories of Chicago and its surrounding region. Whether 
you’re passionate about local history or simply curious about the stories hidden in your own community, you’ll leave 
with a renewed appreciation for the power of preserving and sharing the past.

Thursday, November 12, 2026 – Words, Power, and Community: Dr. Eve L. Ewing
Engage in an important and thoughtful conversation with Dr. Eve L. Ewing, acclaimed author, educator, poet, and 
cultural organizer whose work explores race, education, identity, and community. Explore the power of language 
and storytelling as Dr. Ewing reflects on how words shape public memory, challenge systems of inequality, and help 
communities imagine new futures.

Tuesday, January 19, 2027 – Funny on Purpose with Sasheer Zamata
Known for her four seasons on Saturday Night Live, Sasheer Zamata has built a career defined by sharp humor, 
thoughtful storytelling, and memorable performances across television, film, and stand-up comedy. In this engaging 
conversation, Zamata will discuss her creative journey, the evolving landscape of comedy, and how humor can create 
space for connection and conversation.

Registration is required to attend these virtual events. Find registration and program information for each event on 
our Events Calendar at www.haynerlibrary.org. Please note that registration for each event closes at 5:00 p.m. on the 
day of the event.

Note: These events are made possible by Illinois Libraries Present, a statewide collaboration among public libraries 
offering premier events. Illinois Libraries Present is funded in part by a grant awarded by the Illinois State Library, a 
Department of the Office of the Secretary of State, using funds provided by the U.S. Institute of Museum and Library 
Services, under the provisions of the Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA).

Inclement Weather Closing Information 
Winter is just around the corner, bringing the potential for snow and ice. To ensure the safety of our patrons and staff, 
the library may close should road conditions become too hazardous. If bad winter weather is in the forecast, please 
call the library, visit the Hayner Library website, or check our social media pages before visiting one of our locations. 
Drive carefully!



New &
Forthcoming

Books

Fiction —

Andrews, Donna. Jay to the 
World (Meg Langslow)
Archer, Jeffrey. Adam and Eve
Bailey, Tessa. Broken Rival
Baldacci, David. All In (6:20 
Man)
Balogh, Mary. A Waltz to 
Remember: Stephanie’s Story 
(Ravenswood)
Battles, Brett. Stuart Woods’ 
Hostile Intent
Beaton, M. C. Dead Before Tea 
Time (Agatha Raisin)
Bowen, Rhys. To Crown It All
Bradley, Alan. Numb Were the 
Beadsman’s Fingers (Flavia de 
Luce)
Child, Lee. Chain Reaction: A 
Reacher Novel
Coble, Colleen. She Will End 
This
Connelly, Michael. The Hollow: 
A Harry Bosch Novel
Cook, Robin. Bleed 
(Jack Stapleton and Laurie 
Montgomery)
Cussler, Dirk. Clive Cussler 
Obsidian Sky (Dirk Pitt)
Davis, Fiona. Samantha: The 
Next Chapter
Deaver, Jeffery. The Collateral 
Heart (Lincoln Rhyme)
Deaver, Jeffery. Face Last Seen 
(Sanchez & Heron)
Evanovich, Janet. Split Second: 
Thirty-Two Switcheroo
Evans, Richard Paul. Mercy’s 
Child
Fforde, Jasper. Dark Reading 
Matter: The Last Thursday Next 
Novel
Finch, Charles. Midnight in 
the House of Commons (Charles 
Lenox)
Garmus, Bonnie. Peck & Peck

Graham, Heather. Destiny 
Rising
Gregory, Philippa. Royal Witch
Griffiths, Elly. The Killing Time 
(Ali Dawson)
Hamilton, Laurell K. A 
Glimmer of Death (Merry 
Gentry)
Harkaway, Nick. The Taper 
Man: A Novel of John le Carré’s 
Circus
Harrow, Alix E. The Slantwise 
Histories: Collected Stories
Jance, J. A. The Taken Ones (J. 
P. Beaumont)
Jimenez, Abby. A Married 
Little Christmas
Johnson, Craig. Have Courage: 
Longmire Stories
Jones, Stephen Graham. Off 
the Reservation
King, Stephen. Other Worlds 
Than These: A Talisman Novel
Kingsolver, Barbara. Partita
Kleypas, Lisa. Queen of 
Lombard Street
Koryta, Michael. Die Famous
Kostova, Elizabeth. Mystery 
Play
Lansdale, Joe R. Petrified 
Dreams: A Hap and Leonard 
Novel
Lupica, Mike. Robert B. Parker’s 
Framed
Macomber, Debbie. A Date 
with Santa
Margolin, Phillip. Conspiracy 
Theory: A Thriller
McFadden, Freida. The Gift: A 
Short Story
McFadden, Freida. The Witch
Meier, Leslie. Top Dog Murder 
(A Carole and Poopsie Mystery)
Michaels, Fern. Blood Money
Morris, Heather. The Piano 
Teacher of Montparnasse
Mosley, Walter. Hanging and 
Burning: A King Oliver Novel
Paretsky, Sara. Bad Company: 
A Thriller
Patterson, James. The Family 
Cross (Alex Cross)
Patterson, James. The Girl in 
the Lake (Holmes, Margaret & 
Poe)
Patterson, James. The Murder 
Trial: A Thriller

Patterson, James. Private 
Monaco: A Private Novel
Penny, Louise. Miss Wolcott’s 
Ghost (Chief Inspector Gamache)
Rankin, Ian. The Heights
Roberts, Nora. Birth of the 
Witch
Rollins, James. A Fist of 
Molten Fire (Moonfall)
Rose, Jeneva. Sometimes I 
Scare Myself: A Collection of 
Horror
Rosenfelt, David. Bark 
Humbug (Andy Carpenter)
Sanderson, Brian. The Fires of 
December (Hoid’s Travails)
Scalzi, John. Monsters of Ohio
Shaara, Jeff. The Unfinished 
Work: A Novel of Abraham 
Lincoln
Steel, Danielle. Celebration
Woodward, M. P. Tom Clancy: 
The Coldest War
Young, Wm. Paul. Return 
to the Shack: A Journey Into 
Redemption
Nonfiction—

Alito, Samuel A., Jr. So 
Ordered: An Originalist’s View of 
the Constitution, the Court, and 
Our Country
Atlas Obscura. America 
Obscura: An Explorer’s Guide 
to the Hidden Wonders of the 
United States
Biden, Joe. Promise Me, 
America
Burton, Levar. Take My Word 
for It: A Memoir
Cher. Cher: Part Two: The 
Memoir
Cooper, Alice. Devil on My 
Shoulder: A Memoir
Dane, Eric. My Book of Days: A 
Memoir in Moments
Dawidziak, Mark. The 
Lightning-Bug and the Lightning: 
Debunking the Myths of Mark 
Twain, in His Own Words
Dench, Judi. Is It Too Late to 
Make a Run for It?
Douglas, Michael. One Helluva 
Ride
Garten, Ina. Simply Ina: A 
Barefoot Contessa Cookbook
Gleick, James. The Telephone: 
A New History
Grant, Adam. Vibe: The Secrets 
of Strong Connections in a Lonely 
World

Greger, Michael. How Not 
to Hurt: Discover the Foods 
Scientifically Proven to Fight Pain
Hansen, Janes R. Solo and 
Together: Charles and Anne 
Morrow Lindbergh, an Enigmatic 
Life and Marriage
Hoffman, Dustin. Look at Me
King, Peter. The Game
Lewis, Michael. Blockers: 
Rebels in the Deep State
Lloyd, Christopher. In My 
Own Time: A Memoir
Maddow, Rachel. Department 
of Fate: The Promise, the Power, 
and the Collapse of America’s 
Most Consequential Institution
McDonough, James Lee. 
Grant: The Making of a 
Legendary Military Leader
Nelson, Willie. The Last 
Leaf: Reflections on Late-Life 
Creativity--And My Longest Love 
Affair
Philbrick, Nathaniel. The 
Rush: California Gold, the Civil 
War, and the Making of the 
Modern World
Richter, Andy. Elf Unwrapped: 
Behind the Scenes of a Modern 
Christmas Classic
Robinson, Kim Stanley. The 
Best Journey in the World: An 
Antarctic Story
Sanders, Sarah Huckabee. 
Unapologetic: Clarity and 
Conviction in a World Gone 
Crazy
Shalhoub, Tony. We Thought 
They’d Never Leave
Sinise, Gary. Graceful Warrior: 
The True Story of a Son, a Father, 
and a Family Who Carried Each 
Other Through
Spungen, Susan. Cookie 
Queen: 80+ Irresistible, Doable, 
Giftable Recipes
Thomas, Evan. The Hour 
Strikes: Churchill, Roosevelt, and 
Hitler at the Hinge of History, 
1941
Thompson, Laura. Eleven 
Days: The Fascinating True 
Account of Agatha Christie’s 
Mysterious Disappearance
Wallace, Chris. Countdown 
Battle of the Bulge: The 40 Days 
of World War II That Crushed 
Hitler’s Last Hope
Woodward, Bob. Secrets: A 
Reporter’s Memoir



 
  
 
 

New at the Genealogy & Local History Library

An Address Delivered by Frank H. Jones Before the Chicago Historical Society at the 
Celebration of the 100th Anniversary of the Birth of General Ulysses S. Grant (1922).  
IR 973.82092 JON

Alton National Cemetery: Alton, Illinois compiled by The Hayner Public Library District Genealogy & 
Local History Library (2026). IR 977.3865 ALT

Alton / Public Schools by Judi Mottaz (1986). IR 371.01 MOT

American Women of the Twenties: An Exhibition of Paintings by Agnes M. Richmond, 1870-1964, 
November 5-December 5, 1981. IR LOCKED CASES 709.973 RIC

Chautauqua: An American Utopia by Jeffrey Simpson (1999). IR 378.74795 SIM

Civil War Genealogy: Find Military Records and Study the History by Diane Haddad (2025).  
IR 929.1072073 HAD

First Baptist Sampler: The Colonial Church, First Baptist Church of Alton compiled by Bruce R. 
Pullen (1987). IR 286.77386 FIR

Get Outside!: A Survey of Alton Area Parks Past and Present by Reneé B. Johnson, illustrated by the 
Alton High School Graphic Design Club (2026). IR 363.7 JOH

History of Grafton Schools by The Calhoun News. IR 977.3855 HIS

Mansion House: 506 State Street, Alton, Illinois compiled by The Hayner Public Library District 
Genealogy & Local History Library (2026). IR 728.0977386 MAN

Merchants, Tradesmen and Manufacturers Financial Condition for Jersey County, Illinois 
1914. IR 977.3855 MER

Monticello College 1838 - 1946: Only Those Things Survive Which Justify Their Existence 
(1946). IR LOCKED CASES 378.19822 MON

More than Companions: Relationships Between Women Faculty at Monticello Female Seminary 
by Mary Z. Rose (2025). IR 378.12086643 ROS

Old Cathedral Cookbook: A Collection of Recipes by SS. Peter and Paul Catholic Church (2000).  
IR 641.5 OLD

Principia College, an Expression of Vision (1981). IR LOCKED CASES 378.77386 PRI

Shirley Portwood, Professor of History: Transcript of Interview for the History SIUE Oral 
History Project (2006). IR 378.77386 POR

Souvenir Dedication of Marquette Monument at Grafton, Illinois: Sunday, September 1st, 
1929. IR 977.3855 SOU

U.S. Census Records: Tips for Finding, Analyzing & Using Censuses by Diane Haddad (2024).  
IR 929.1 HAD

Who’s Who in Owens-Illinois Glass Container Division: General Manufacturing: Plants: 
General Engineering: Central Shops (1955). IR 666.1 OWE

Writers Circle: Poems & Stories, 2025 compiled by Johanna Warner and Morgan Berry for The Hayner 
Public Library District (2026). IR 818.609 WRI



Branching Out 2026 Genealogy Classes
Genealogy & Local History Library

Thursdays, October 8 and 15; November 12 and 19; December 10 and 17, 2026, 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

On the second Thursday of each month, library staff present a discussion of a genealogy research topic. On the third 
Thursday of the month, we gather around the fireplace, and each of us gets a chance to share family stories, photos, and 
projects. We learn from each other and have some laughs too! Branching Out classes and discussion group meetings 
will continue throughout 2026 on the second and third Thursdays of each month.
Just getting started with genealogy and not sure if these classes are right for you? Call or email the Genealogy & Local 
History Library to schedule an individual appointment. We will review your information and help you determine what 
to do next. Call (618) 462-0677, ext. 2892, or email genealogy@haynerlibrary.org.

Thursday, October 8, 2026 – Uncover Family with Cemetery Records
Thursday, October 15, 2026 – Discussion group

Thursday, November 12, 2026 – Heroes in our History: Military Records  
Thursday, November 19, 2026 – Discussion group

Thursday, December 10, 2026 – All That’s Fit to Print: Newspaper Research
Thursday, December 17, 2026 – Discussion group 

Local History Puzzles at the Genealogy & Local History Library
Hayner patrons! Did you know that a new bespoke wooden puzzle depicting a moment in the history of the area 
debuts on the first Wednesday of each month at the Genealogy & Local History Library? Begun in December 2023, 
the Puzzle of the Month program continues!
Images for the puzzles come from the Robert K. Graul Photograph Collection from the Alton Telegraph newspaper, 
vintage postcards, Alton High School Graphics Club creations, and local snapshots. Typically, the 250-piece puzzles, 
crafted by Wentworth Wooden Puzzles with special-cut whimsies, may be completed by an adult in an hour or two.  
Displayed with each puzzle is a short history of the image. These one-of-a-kind puzzles are not available for checkout 
or purchase; however, patrons are welcome to work the puzzle for just a few minutes or until completed.
Working a jigsaw puzzle requires focus that quiets the mind, increases spatial awareness, short-term memory, and 
problem-solving skills, and many other healthy brain activities.
Stop by the Genealogy & Local History Library for a little brain exercise, and learn a bit more about Alton, Godfrey, 
and Foster Township.

Banned Books Week
Sunday, October 4 – Saturday, October 10, 2026

In 1982, schools, libraries, and bookstores experienced a surge in the number of challenges to books they carried. In 
response, the American Library Association (ALA) launched its first Banned Books Week, highlighting the harms of 
censorship and celebrating the freedom to read.
The ALA and the Banned Books Week Coalition continue to observe Banned Books Week each October. Book 
challenges across the country are tracked, and a list of the most challenged books from the previous year is released.
Want to learn more? Visit ALA’s Banned Books Week resources to explore current censorship data, see the” Top 10 
Most Challenged Books” list, and discover more about the books and stories being challenged across the country.



Join us for our Fall 2026 special events. These events are great for all ages, and they’re all free of charge! Most programs 
require registration. To register, please call 1-800-613-3163.
REMINDER: Program registration often fills up and rolls over to a waiting list. If you are not going to attend a 
program for which you are registered, please call 1-800-613-3163 and let us know. We will fill your reservation with 
a name from the waiting list. 

SPECIAL EVENTS AT HAYNER
All library special events are funded by grants and/or 
private endowment. Photos may be taken during library 
programs. Your enrollment in our programs will be as-
sumed as your consent to allow the library the right to 
use these photos in promotional material.

Journey to Freedom: Illinois’ Underground Railroad Exhibit 
Opening and Reception 
Alton City Hall, 101 East 3rd St., Alton 
Thursday, October 1, 2026, 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
Join us for the special opening event of the “Journey to Freedom: Illinois’ Underground Railroad” exhibit at Alton 
City Hall. Heather Feezor from Looking for Lincoln will share some background on the individuals highlighted in 
the exhibit and how the exhibit came to be. Light refreshments will be served. No registration required.

All the News That’s Fit to Print: Write Your Own Obituary with 
Reneé B. Johnson
Genealogy & Local History Library 
Saturdays, October 3 and October 17, 2026, 2:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. (Two session workshop)

A good obituary tells us a bit about the deceased—more than just when they were born and died, but how they lived.  
An exceptional obituary reveals their personality and priorities; it draws us into their world for just a moment. It 
leaves us feeling like we know them that much more. This important document may celebrate their achievements, 
identify their family, and share their legacy.
So why leave the writing of such an intimate, lasting statement to someone else?  Write your own obituary.  Have the 
last word and get the dates right. Alleviate the stress for your loved ones.  You are the expert on you and your life.  
This two-part workshop will help you consider what you want to include in your obituary, how best to convey your 
thoughts, and provide feedback on your draft.  
A pre-session questionnaire and other materials will be sent to registered participants prior to the first session.  
Participants will be expected to do most of their writing between sessions.
Session 1 – Saturday, October 3, 2026, 2:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
	 •	 Review of Pre-session questionnaire 
	 •	 What is an obituary and what is a legacy letter?
	 •	 How to craft the document you want
Session 2 – Saturday, October 17, 2026, 2:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
	 •	 Considerations of placement and distribution
	 •	 Sharing and feedback
This workshop is limited to ten participants. Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program.



Medicare 101: Understanding Your Medicare Options
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room (Lower Level)
October 5, 19; November 2, 16; December 7, 21, 2026, 1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.

Confused by Medicare? Join us for a free Medicare 101 educational seminar, designed to help you better understand 
your Medicare options. We’ll cover the basics of Medicare Parts A, B, C, and D, enrollment timelines, common 
coverage choices, and important information to help you make informed decisions about your healthcare coverage. 
Whether you’re approaching Medicare eligibility or simply want to learn more, this presentation offers a clear, easy-to-
understand overview with time for questions and discussions. This program is presented by Garrett Sherfy, Licensed 
Health & Medicare Advisor. No registration required.

Xs and Sews: A Crafting Program
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room (Lower Level)
Tuesdays, October 6, 20; November 3, 17; December 1, 15, and 29, 2026, 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

Calling all crafters! Pack up your portable projects and join us for Xs and Sews—a laid-back crafting program where 
your creativity meets community. Bring whatever you’re working on—whether it’s embroidery, knitting, crocheting, 
drawing, scrapbooking, cross-stitching, jewelry making, origami, quilting, woodcarving…you name it! Enjoy 
relaxing music, conversation, and the company of fellow crafters. If your craft can be transported with ease, we’d love 
you to bring it along and create it with us. We cannot wait to meet everyone and see what you are working on! No 
registration required.

Connie Martin Presents: Pre-Civil War Quilts: Secret Codes to 
Freedom on the Underground Railroad
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room (Upper Level) 
Tuesday, October 6, 2026, 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Join Connie Martin as she tells the stories passed down to her great-grandmother, Lizzie, of how her family survived 
the antebellum period through trials and tribulations, and how they used quilts that contained hidden codes and secret 
messages to assist abolitionists, white and Black, in guiding enslaved people to freedom through the Underground 
Railroad to Canada.
During this presentation, Martin shares eighteen different quilt patterns in replica quilts and refers to a book her 
mother, Dr. Clarice Boswell, wrote about their family called Lizzie’s Story: A Slave Family’s Journey to Freedom. Martin 
tells the history of the Underground Railroad, safe routes, and shares the history of key abolitionists that have been 
passed down to her, a sixth-generation descendant of captured enslaved Africans forced into slavery in America.
Connie Martin earned a Bachelor of Arts from Illinois State University and a Master of Arts degree from Aurora 
University. A retired middle school language arts teacher of thirty-two years, she honored Black History every 
February by teaching African American famous firsts and honoring those individuals who contributed to improving 
life for all people. Martin has been on the roster of the Illinois Humanities Road Scholar Speakers Council since 2021. 
Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program.



Self-Care with Eileen Wolfington: An Introduction to Aztec 
Culture, Music, and Dance
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room (Upper Level) 
Wednesdays, October 7 and November 4, 2026, 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

Wednesday, October 7, 2026 – Music and Dance 
Immerse yourself in the ancestral sounds of handmade indigenous instruments. Engage in basic Aztec dance steps 
and move to the rhythms of rattles, drums, and rain sticks. This hands-on presentation is designed for everyone to 
enjoy. Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program. 

Wednesday, November 4, 2026 – Drum Circle 
Forge new friendships while experiencing a sense of calm and relaxation. Playing drums and other percussion 
instruments can help alleviate feelings of anxiety, depression, and stress. Participants will enjoy the rhythm, find 
relaxation, and respond by playing along. No musical experience is necessary; drums and percussion instruments 
will be provided. Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program.

Behind the Glass: An Old Bakery Beer Company Brewery Tour
Old Bakery Beer Company, 400 Landmarks Blvd., Alton 
Thursday, October 8, 2026, 3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Join us for an afternoon with one of the expert Old Bakery Beer Company tour guides for a look behind the glass, 
where you’ll learn all about the company’s history, the historic building that houses the brewery, and the beer brewing 
process! This tour has a limited capacity. Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program.

Haunted Hayner – History & Hauntings
Genealogy & Local History Library 
Thursday, October 8, 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Patrons ages eighteen and older are invited to join us as we discuss the history of Hayner Library, Alton’s hauntings, 
and talk “Ghosts 101” with the gang from Alton Odyssey Tours. After the presentation, guests are welcome to stay 
and do some ghost hunting! The event will start in the Genealogy & Local History Library and end in the Downtown 
Library on Belle Street. 
Ghost hunting equipment courtesy of Alton Odyssey Tours and Hayner Library will be provided to use during the 
tour. Feel free to bring your own as well, as supplies are limited. You’re also welcome to check out Hayner’s Library 
of Things for additional ghost-hunting gear.  Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program. Registration is 
limited to forty people.

American Mah Jongg: How to Play
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room (Upper Level) 
Monday, October 12, 2026, 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Do you enjoy playing games? If so, join Mah Jongg instructor Marsha Jones for a two-hour instructional class on 
how to play American Mah Jongg. American Mah Jongg was introduced in the 1920s by Joseph Park Babcock, who 
imported Mah Jongg sets to the United States and published new rules to spark interest in the game.
Since then, it has evolved further, with the National Mah Jongg League (NMJL) publishing official American rules in 
1935, establishing a unique style that differs from traditional Chinese Mahjong. Seating is limited. Please call 1-800-
613-3163 to register for this program.



Songs of the Illinois Freedom Road with Chris Vallillo 
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room (Upper Level) 
Tuesday, October 13, 2026, 6:00 p.m. 

Songs of the Illinois Freedom Road is a powerful new musical performance featuring the songs, stories, and struggles 
of the Illinois Underground Railroad. The program was developed by Looking for Lincoln to be performed in 
conjunction with communities hosting the exhibit. 
The show features rare first-person accounts of freedom seekers who passed through Illinois. Highlighted stories 
include John and Mary Little, who traveled on foot 140 miles to Chicago, and George Burroughs, a Black Canadian 
who worked on the Illinois Central Railroad, where he helped smuggle escapees to freedom.
Vallillo extensively researched the subject using primary source documents such as the 1857 slave narratives of 
Canada and the WPA Slave Narratives, as well as the most recent scholarship on the subject. Vallillo combines these 
powerful stories with eleven historic songs that were sung by the enslaved to inspire and share knowledge among 
themselves. 
Always a project-oriented artist, in the early 2000s Vallillo began creating one-person shows using music as the 
vehicle to explore a subject or theme. His 2008 project, Abraham Lincoln in Song, received the endorsement of the 
Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Commission and the CD reached number ten on Billboard’s Bluegrass Album Chart. 
In 2016, his recording, Oh Freedom! Songs of the Civil Rights Movement, charted at number six on the folk charts, 
and the show was staged with a band and full choir at Western Illinois University. That show was videotaped and 
syndicated on Illinois Public Television. Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program.

Alton Area Landmarks Association Building Tour with Eric 
Shultis
Genealogy & Local History Library 
Saturday, October 17, 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

For fifty-four years, the Alton Area Landmarks Association has invited the public to view some of the most historically 
and architecturally significant homes and buildings in Alton at their annual Historic Building Tour. This year, Hayner 
Library is hosting the AALA as they present highlights from the 2026 building tour from the comfort of the Genealogy 
& Local History Library. Learn about the fascinating and varied histories of the homes and buildings featured on the 
2026 tour. Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program.

Alice’s Ordinary People: A Film Screening with Filmmaker Craig 
Dudnick
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room (Upper Level) 
Tuesday, October 20, 2026, 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Please join us for a film screening of Alice’s Ordinary People. This powerful documentary highlights how everyday 
citizens can affect lasting change. It focuses on Chicago-area activist Alice Tregay and her extensive work in civil 
rights and community service. After the screening, filmmaker Craig Dudnick will be available to answer questions 
about this amazing film! Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program.



Hayner Senior Social Club: The Planning Process
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room (Upper Level) 
Wednesday, October 21, 2026, 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

The Hayner Senior Social Club is designed to be a welcoming place where seniors can foster connections with others 
and form friendships. The club will offer a variety of activities that will ensure there’s something for everyone. We 
want to extend an invitation to the seniors in our community to join us for a meeting to start the planning process. 
Please call Sharon at (618) 462-0677, ext. 2855 to register for this program.

Jest Murder Mystery: The Haunted Hunter
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room (Upper Level) 
Thursday, October 22, 2026, 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Join the Jest Murder Mystery crew for a Ghostbuster-themed murder mystery featuring an eclectic group of detectives. 
You could step into the shoes of Sherlock Holmes, Miss Garble, or even one of the Hardly Boys! This evening promises 
to be filled with fun and intrigue. Let’s collaborate to solve this mystery!  Light refreshments will be available during 
this show. Seating is limited. Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program. 

The Underground Railroad in the Alton Area with Charlotte E. 
Johnson
Genealogy & Local History Library 
Saturday, October 24, 2026, 10:00 a.m.

Charlotte E. Johnson is an award-winning Illinois historian who has spent more than fifty years collecting, researching, 
and documenting local history. She will discuss the Underground Railroad in the Alton area. Mrs. Johnson is credited 
as both a project advisor and memory keeper in the “Journey to Freedom: Illinois’ Underground Railroad” exhibit. 
Her work has been featured at the Hayner Genealogy & Local History Library, Madison County Historical Society, 
Alton City Hall, Lewis & Clark Community College, in the Mythic Mississippi Project at the University of Illinois 
system, and in displays and research collections around the state.
Mrs. Johnson, who grew up in Springfield, Illinois, taught choral music in Chicago and Minneapolis before moving 
to Alton. She became involved with the Black Pioneers of the Alton Museum, and later with the “20th Century 
African American Leaders of Alton” exhibit. These contributions led to her work with the Springfield Bicentennial 
Commission’s exhibit “If the Truth Be Told,” and with the National Park Service and its Underground Railroad Freedom 
Project. Other projects include “Let the Church Say Amen: Rocky Fork Church in Voice and Vision,” the Illinois 
State Library’s Illinois African American Resource Guide, and the history exhibit for the Fosterburg Sesquicentennial 
Celebration. In recognition of her work, Mrs. Johnson received the 2021 Lifetime Achievement Award from the 
Illinois State Historical Society, which recognizes individuals for sustained and varied contributions to state and local 
history. Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program.



Poe and Irving – An Evening of Recitations with Anne Williams
Genealogy & Local History Library 
Tuesday, October 27, 2026, 6:30 p.m.

With the lights turned down and the Gothic-style architecture of the Genealogy & Local History Library adding to 
the ambiance, patrons are in for an atmospheric treat as Anne Williams, historic interpreter and performer, will recite 
dramatically, from memory, several works by the author Edgar Allan Poe, as well as scenes from another October 
favorite, The Legend of Sleepy Hollow, by Washington Irving. Poe’s stories will include The Tell-Tale Heart, The Black 
Cat, The Raven, and others. This is Anne’s second time performing at Hayner Library. Her performance last year was 
so well-received that we have invited her back for an encore presentation—one you won’t want to miss! 
Anne has shared the authors’ stories and poems with audiences at historic sites in New York, Philadelphia, and 
Richmond, and regionally in Missouri and Illinois. She has worked with the National Park Service, St. Louis Public 
Radio, and many historic sites on various projects, including dramatic recitation of literature and historic speeches, 
creating and performing in short plays, reconstructing historic events, film narration, and a complete audio production 
of Dickens’ A Christmas Carol. Anne has collaborated with Ballet 314 and Opera Theater Saint Louis.  Seating is 
limited. Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program. 
Please note – Because this program is presented entirely from memory, concentration by the performer is critical. In order 
to assist with this, this program is limited to patrons aged thirteen and older.

Cookbook Club: Halloween Creations and Holiday Creations
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room (Lower Level) 
Tuesdays, October 27 and December 8, 2026, 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

To participate in the Cookbook Club, stop by Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall and choose your favorite recipe 
from one of the cookbooks on display (or share your own favorite recipe), and register on the sign-up sheet available 
at the Circulation Desk. 
Please bring a copy of your recipe to display next to your dish. We’ll provide tea, water, plates, and utensils for 
everyone. We can’t wait to see (and taste) what you create!
Tuesday, October 27, 2026 – Halloween Creations
Cookbook Selections – Spooky Food: Fun Halloween Recipes for Ghosts, Ghouls, Vampires, Jack-O-Lanterns, Witches, 
Zombies, and More by Cayla Gallagher and Ghoulish Goodies by Sharon Bowers
Celebrate the Halloween season by joining us for a fun night with spooky treats and hauntingly delicious bites. 
Costumes are welcome, so feel free to come dressed in your Halloween best! 
Tuesday, December 8, 2026 – Holiday Creations
Cookbook Selections – Baking Yesteryear: The Best Recipes from the 1900s to the 1980s by B. Dylan Hollis and Baking 
for the Holidays: 50+ Treats for a Festive Season by Sarah Kieffer
Every cherished recipe tells a story. Join us in December for a cozy gathering where food, family memories, and a 
little nostalgia come together. We will share treasured family recipes and the stories behind them. Come ready to 
reminisce and enjoy meaningful conversation. 



AARP’s Everyday Tech for Everyday Life
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room (Lower Level) 
Wednesdays, October 28; November 25; December 9, 2026, 12:00 p.m.

Hayner Library has partnered with the AARP to provide monthly tech classes throughout 2026! These classes cover 
an array of tech topics, from AI and smartphones to estate planning and online shopping. Each class is a live webinar 
provided by AARP, hosted in person in the Multipurpose Room at Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall. Registration 
is required. Please call 1-877-926-8300 to register for this program (registration is collected by AARP). 
Join us for these upcoming dates to learn more about technology and how to make it work for you:
Wednesday, October 28, 2026 – Intro to Estate Planning Tools & Resources In this lecture, you’ll get an overview 
of some common documents found in an estate plan. We’ll also cover some free or low-cost resources and digital 
tools to help you get started with a simple estate plan. 
Wednesday, November 25, 2026 – Tech Basics for Caregiving In this lecture, we’ll explore ways to integrate 
technology into your daily routine: from scheduling reminders with your phone or home assistant, to accessing self-
care resources and making the most of telehealth appointments. We’ll also explore options for ordering and receiving 
essential items like groceries and prescription drugs from the comfort of your home. 
Wednesday, December 9, 2026 – Online Shopping This lecture will provide a general introduction to shopping 
online using the popular website Amazon.com. You’ll learn how to search for products, make comparisons, and add 
items to an online shopping cart.

Writers Circle 
Saturdays, October 31 and November 21, 2026, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

For the novice and the experienced: join us for a writing prompt to get creativity flowing and receive constructive 
feedback from your peers in a guided group discussion. This program is for patrons ages eighteen and older. The 
focus genre of our Writers Circle will change every month, so be sure to check in! Please note that the November 21 
Writers Circle will take place at Jacoby Arts Center, 208 State St., Alton. Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this 
program.
Saturday, October 31, 2026 – Eerie Edition: It Came from the Swamp (Hayner Library at Alton 
Square Mall Multipurpose Room, Lower Level)  

Saturday, November 21, 2026 – Scandal (Jacoby Arts Center)

Taps & Tomes: Hayner Library’s Book Club at The Old Bakery 
Beer Company 
The Old Bakery Beer Company, 400 Landmarks Blvd., Alton  
Tuesday, November 3, 2026, Social Hour: 6:00 p.m. Book Discussion: 7:00 p.m. 

Book Club Selection TBD

We’d love for you to join us for a drink and a discussion of our book club selections. Our social hour starts at 6:00 
p.m., with the book discussion beginning at 7:00 p.m. Participants are welcome to join us for both the social hour and 
the book discussion or just the discussion. Taps & Tomes book selections can be checked out at Hayner Library, and 
are also usually available through the Libby and Cloud Library digital platforms. No registration required.



DAR “FRIEND-RAISER” Open House 
Genealogy & Local History Library 
Saturday, November 7, 2026, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

The Ninian Edwards Chapter of the National Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution and the Genealogy 
& Local History Library invite you to the annual DAR Open House. We will have experienced researchers available 
to guide you through the DAR application process. Don’t think you have a soldier in your family? There’s also the 
more general category of “Patriotic Service,” which includes things such as members of the Boston Tea Party, doctors 
and nurses rendering aid to the wounded, and even ministers who gave patriotic sermons and encouraged patriotic 
activity. Admission is free, and registration is not necessary. For program updates, please check the Ninian Edwards 
DAR Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/NinianEdwardsAltonILNSDAR. 

Barry Cloud: Common Threads – A Showcase of the Best Songs 
from 1970s Songwriters
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room (Upper Level) 
Tuesday, November 10, 2026, 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Singer-songwriter Barry Cloud will showcase beloved songs and their backstories from the iconic musical decade of 
the 1970s. This show will highlight some of the decade’s finest songwriting, featuring artists such as David Crosby, Cat 
Stevens, Joni Mitchell, Paul Simon, Jim Croce, Stephen Stills, and the Eagles. Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register 
for this program. 

Upon a Midnight Dreary: A Night with Edgar Allan Poe
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room (Upper Level) 
Friday, November 13, 2026, 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Join us as we welcome Howie Hirshfield in his long-running role as Edgar Allan Poe for a night of history and literature. 
Poe will recount his life and final days and share selections from some of his most well-known pieces, closing with a 
reading from The Raven. We will end the night with a question-and-answer session and photo opportunities. Please 
call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program.

Fall Reading Retreat 
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose Room (Lower Level) 
Friday, November 6, 2026, 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

Celebrate the cozy spirit of autumn with a fall reading retreat and craft night at the library! Enjoy a relaxing evening 
of books, conversation, and creativity as we make beautiful fall banners featuring book-page leaves inspired by rustic 
seasonal décor. Using recycled book pages, twine, and autumn accents, participants will create a charming handmade 
decoration perfect for mantels, bookshelves, or reading nooks. Snacks and supplies will be provided. Bring your love 
of reading and fall vibes! Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program. 



Armchair Adventures with Dr. Ken Wadland
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room (Upper Level) 
Tuesday, November 17, 2026, 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Dr. Ken Wadland is a lifelong traveler, storyteller, and explorer of world cultures. He has visited all fifty U.S. states, 
all ten Canadian provinces, and countries across six continents. From major world capitals to remote villages lacking 
electricity or plumbing, he seeks out places where daily life unfolds in ways that most visitors never experience.
Our first presentation will focus on Italy. Dr. Wadland will highlight key locations, including the streets of Rome, the 
Leaning Tower of Pisa, the Cinque Terre, and the grand canals of Venice. He will also explore Pompeii and Sicily to 
view the Greek temples. Finally, Dr. Wadland will provide an overview of daily life in Italy.
Dr. Wadland will host an online, one-hour presentation via Zoom to share his adventures through stories and slides, 
concluding with a question-and-answer session for the audience. Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this 
program.

An Afternoon with The Riverbend Community Orchestra
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall, J.C. Penney Courtyard 
Sunday, November 22, 2026, 2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Join us for an afternoon concert highlighting the ways that music helps us explore history.  The Riverbend Community 
Orchestra is an intergenerational ensemble that brings a full orchestra experience to an intergenerational audience. 
This concert will feature an hour of music that bridges history, music, and literary works.  Please call 1-800-613-3163 
to register for this program.

The Jared Henning Trio Presents Frank Sinatra
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room (Upper Level) 
Tuesday, November 24, 2026, 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Frank Sinatra was an actor, producer, and big band singer. From jazz standards and ballads to show tunes, Ol’ Blue 
Eyes could sing anything. The Jared Henning Trio will dive into some of Sinatra’s beloved favorites, including Fly Me 
to the Moon, My Way, New York, New York, and The Best Is Yet to Come, just to name a few. Please call 1-800-613-3163 
to register for this program.

Forest Park Owls: Hunting and Feeding 
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance Room (Upper Level) 
Saturday, November 14, 2026, 2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Mark H.X. Glenshaw is an award-winning naturalist who has closely observed and documented the lives of Great 
Horned Owls in Forest Park.  Mark has learned many of the owls’ hunting perches and has observed and documented 
many predatory attempts, as well as the owls feeding themselves and their many owlets. His engaging and educational 
talk will cover these hunting and feeding behaviors, and he will use many of his photos and videos to illustrate the 
amazing behaviors of these beautiful birds. Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program.



Celebrating the Holidays with Steve Shininger
Benjamin Godfrey Memorial Chapel, 5800 Godfrey Road, Godfrey 
Sunday, December 6, 2026, 2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Originally from Ohio, Steve Shininger has been entertaining audiences since 2001. Known for his spot-on vocals, 
Steve covers a wide range of artists and styles. From great swing standards to beautiful ballads, people appreciate the 
variety and marvel at the professionalism and talent he brings to each performance. Join us for an afternoon of classic 
pop and traditional holiday music.
This show is a partnership between The Hayner Public Library District and the Lewis & Clark Community College 
Music Department. Please call 1-800-613-3163 to register for this program. 

Get Outside! A Survey of Alton Area Parks Past and Present 
Get Outside! A Survey of Alton Area Parks Past and Present is an eighty-eight-page hardcover book offering one, two, 
and four-page photographic spreads with basic information and a brief history of the parks in active use in 2026, 
located in Alton, Godfrey, and Foster Township, Illinois. Get Outside! is a collaborative project of the Alton High 
School Graphic Design Club, Reneé B. Johnson, and The Hayner Public Library District Genealogy & Local History 
Library. The Alton High School Graphic Design Club students made up the creative team, graphic communications 
teacher Lexa Browning-Needham served as project supervisor, and Reneé B. Johnson researched and wrote the book. 
This is the third such project, following Alton ABC, a rhyming picture book published in 2019, and Color Me Alton: 
Seasons, a multigenerational coloring book published in 2022. All three publications are available at the Hayner 
Genealogy & Local History Library, 401 State Street, Alton. Check out the Hayner website for more details!

Genealogy & Local History Library Holiday Open House
Genealogy & Local History Library 
Saturday, December 5, 2026 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Please join us for the Genealogy & Local History Library’s annual Holiday Open House. Genealogy & Local History 
employee Reneé B. Johnson will create an absolutely beautiful Victorian-inspired holiday wonderland, and we will 
have cookies and lemonade and a brand-new Genealogy & Local History Library puzzle to put together in front of 
the fireplace. Enjoy the decorations, create family history crafts to take home, and get your copy of Get Outside! A 
Survey of Alton Area Parks Past and Present. Staff members will be available to help you think about ways to connect 
with your family history during holiday gatherings.



Vintage Voices, now in its twenty-fifth anniversary year, 
will continue the tradition of guided walking tours in the 
Alton Cemetery on the first two weekends in October 
(October 3, 4, 10, and 11, 2026), from noon until 2:30 
p.m. Tours will leave from the main gate of the cemetery 
(at Vine & 5th Streets) every fifteen to twenty minutes. 
A non-walking tour presentation and anniversary 
celebration will be held at St. Mary’s Middle School, 1015 
Milton Rd., Alton, Illinois, on Sunday, October 4, 2026, 
at 5:00 p.m.
In celebration of twenty-five years of Vintage Voices, 
attendees are invited to share their favorite Vintage 
Voices memory in the “25th Anniversary Memory Lane 
Contest.” Entry forms will be available at all performances. 
After the last performance, three prizes will be awarded, 
including a framed commemorative print, a Vintage 
Voices gift basket, and four tickets to the 2027 Vintage 
Voices performances. Winners will be announced in the 
after-event press release. Whether it’s a favorite character, 
memorable performance, or special moment, we invite 
fans to take a walk down memory lane with us!
Jared Hennings will portray Dr. George Samuels (1884–
1970). Dr. Samuels was the first Black doctor to practice 
medicine in Alton, Illinois. After graduating from 
medical school, Samuels started a practice in Oklahoma. 
During World War I, he served as a first lieutenant in 
the medical corps before moving to Alton. He delivered 
legendary jazz trumpeter Miles Davis one hundred years 
ago, on May 26, 1926, and will share the story of Davis’s 
life.
July 4, 2026, marked the 250th anniversary of the United 
States Declaration of Independence. Declaration of 
Independence signer Josiah Bartlett has several relatives 
buried in the Alton Cemetery. Gail Drillinger will 
portray his granddaughter, Hannah Bartlett Blaisdell 
(1805–1897), and Debbie Maneke will portray Hannah’s 
daughter, Ariana Blaisdell (1842–1925). Ariana Blaisdell 
was a public school teacher for many years before she 
resigned to care for her mother. Both Blaisdells were 
members of the Congregational church.
Sean Williams will portray Cyrus C. Richardson (1815–
882). Richardson was one of the Madison County 
members of the State Convention of Colored Citizens of 
the State of Illinois that was held in Alton in November 
1856. Richardson was also one of the founding members 
of the African Baptist Church and Friends to Humanity 
(now Union Baptist Church) in 1837. Richardson’s 

sister and brother-in-law were well-known Chicago 
abolitionists Mary Jane Richardson Jones and John Jones.
Jeff Pruett will portray James Smith (1846–1927). Smith 
will tell the history of the Parrott rifle (cannon) monument 
installed by the Grand Army of the Republic (G.A.R.) in 
1890. Smith was a mail carrier in Alton and participated 
in three patriotic societies founded on service in the 
Union Army. He was a member of the G.A.R. when the 
monument was installed.
The Alton Railway and Illuminating Company purchased 
the land to create Rock Spring Park in 1896. Ron 
Abraham will portray the company’s president, Joseph 
Franklin Porter (1863–1942), and John Kirkpatrick will 
portray Charles A. Caldwell (1863–1947), of the Board 
of Directors. Porter and Caldwell will share the history 
of the park.
This year marks the one hundredth anniversary of 
Black History Month, originally Negro History Week. 
Mackenzie Bridgewater will portray Lovejoy School 
student Ruth H. Davis (1924–1943) and Velva Parker will 
portray Lovejoy School teacher Dorothy Mann Jackson 
(1912–2001). Lovejoy School hosted numerous Negro 
History Week events, and Davis gave readings at several 
of these events while she was a student in the 1930s. 
Jackson taught at Lovejoy during this time, and later at 
Central and Horace Mann. She was the first secretary of 
the Alton NAACP and an active member of the Alton 
YWCA. 
This year, for the very first time, the inside of the 
Grandview Mausoleum is part of the Vintage Voices 
tour, and guests will get to meet four of the mausoleum’s 
residents. Helen Cora Walter (1897–1913) and Marietta 
Myers (1913–1921), portrayed by Talia McDonald and 
Reese Yates, will greet guests as they come into the 
mausoleum. Diana Kay as Emily M. Scharf Johnson 
(1887–1976) and Karen Wilson as Rose Dougherty Gray 
(1885–1963) will share highlights from the last twenty-
five years of Vintage Voices. 
Tickets are $15 for adults and $10 for students ages 6-18. 
Tickets for the cemetery tour can be purchased online at 
https://events.ticketleap.com/tickets/vintagevoicestours/
walking2026, at Picture This and More at 17 East 
Broadway, Alton, Illinois, or at the main gate of the Alton 
Cemetery at least thirty minutes before the tours begin. 
This year’s non-walking performance will be a special 
event to celebrate twenty-five years of Vintage Voices, with 
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refreshments and a reception where attendees can talk to 
the actors. Tickets for the non-walking tour are $25 and 
can be purchased online at https://events.ticketleap.com/
tickets/vintagevoicestours/non-walking or at Picture This 
and More at 17 East Broadway, Alton, Illinois.
The characters and themes of this year’s tours were carefully 
selected by the Vintage Voices steering committee. 
Hayner Genealogy & Local History staff members 
provide research packets to the actors on the decedent 
they will portray. Actors write their own scripts and really 
do a fantastic job. The Hayner Genealogy & Local History 

Library also serves as a repository for Vintage Voices 
ephemera such as a complete set of the program booklets 
and many of the scripts written by actors over the years. 
All of these items are available to see in the library.
Proceeds from the Vintage Voices performances 
support the continuation of the event, upkeep of the 
Alton Cemetery, and various community organizations, 
including Hayner Library. Please come out to see our 
history come alive!

Sign Up for Text and Email Notifications 
Hayner Library offers text message and email notifications for requests and overdue notices. Please ask for assistance 
at the Circulation Desk if you would like to receive a text message or email message when your requested items are 
ready for pick-up or when you have overdue items. Our staff will be happy to assist you in making this change to your 
library account. Text message and email notifications are automated. You will receive a separate text message for each 
item that is ready to be picked up or is overdue. If you sign up for text or email notifications, you will no longer receive 
a phone call from a staff member regarding on-hold or overdue materials. Please note: All email and text notifications 
will be sent by SHARE Notifications and not from Hayner Library. SHARE is the automated network of libraries within 
the Illinois Heartland Library System. As always, you can view your library account online at www.haynerlibrary.org 
or on the Share Mobile Library app.

Art for All with Little Free Art Libraries 
Last summer, Hayner Library partnered with Jacoby Arts Center and Lewis & Clark Community College’s YouthBuild 
to install Little Free Art Libraries throughout Alton! Each Little Free Art Library was carefully hand-built and 
weatherproofed by YouthBuild students and painted by community members in collaboration with Jacoby Arts 
Center. They are stocked regularly with art books, art supplies, craft kits, and other artsy materials, all free to take 
and create with. To provide free access to art, we need support from you! If your art supply stash is overflowing, you 
have an abundance of art books and craft magazines, or you’d just like to share your art with the community, please 
consider donating to a Little Free Art Library. The best way to donate is to drop your materials directly in a Little 
Free Art Library, but you may also drop off materials at Jacoby Arts Center during regular business hours. If you are 
donating art supplies that will melt or degrade in hot weather (glue, paint, etc.), we ask that you donate to one of our 
indoor Little Free Art Libraries. 
You can find a Little Free Art Library at the following locations: 
	 •	 The Boys and Girls Club of Alton (2512 Amelia St., Alton – outdoors) 
	 •	 Milton Schoolhouse (1320 Milton Rd., Alton – indoors) 
	 •	 Jacoby Arts Center (208 State St., Alton – outdoors) 
	 •	 Alton City Hall (101 E. 3rd St., Alton – indoors) 



Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library Comes to Madison County – 
Free Books for Children Mailed Directly to Your Home 
In January, Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library was launched in Madison County, and Hayner Library is proud to 
be one of the local agencies that has partnered in the worthwhile cause to bring free books to young children in our 
county. In 1995, Dolly Parton launched her Imagination Library to benefit the children of Sevier County, her home 
county in East Tennessee. The program was established as a tribute to her father, Robert Lee Parton, who never 
learned to read or write. Dolly’s vision was to foster a love of reading among her county’s preschool children and their 
families. Over the years, the program has expanded to all fifty states, the United Kingdom, Canada, and Australia. 
In February 2025, the Imagination Library celebrated gifting over 270 million books since its inception! Reading 
is essential for children; it boosts cognitive development, fosters language acquisition, and strengthens emotional 
intelligence. Regular reading habits improve academic performance, enhance creativity, and build vocabulary. It acts 
as a foundation for school success, critical thinking, and empathy. All children in Madison County, ages birth to five 
years old, are eligible to enroll in Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library. Once enrolled, children will receive a free book 
in the mail every month until their fifth birthday. Enrollment in Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library is easy! To enroll, 
visit www.imaginationlibrary.com, click on the “Check Availability” icon at the bottom of the screen, and follow the 
prompts. Please be aware that the turnaround for receiving the first book is approximately six to eight weeks from 
registration. Each child in a family can be enrolled in the Imagination Library. Share the joy of reading with the 
children in your life—register them for Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library today!

Puzzle Exchange — Swap Jigsaw Puzzles at Hayner Library
Do you love jigsaw puzzles? Then stop by Hayner Library and swap jigsaw puzzles with other puzzle-loving patrons! 
The Downtown Library and Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall have an assortment of jigsaw puzzles available for 
patrons to swap. The puzzles do not have to be checked out. Bring your completed or unwanted puzzles to the library 
and leave with a new one! We will also accept puzzle donations for the puzzle exchange, even if you don’t want to take 
a new one home. Please note: The number of puzzles available during the program’s duration will vary depending on 
the number of puzzles donated.

Hayner Library on the Go — The SHARE Mobile Library App
The SHARE Mobile Library app makes it easy to manage your library account and access helpful library information 
directly from your phone, tablet, or other mobile device. The SHARE Mobile Library app allows you to keep track 
of checkouts and due dates, renew items, and view your fines. You can also search the catalog and place and manage 
holds easily. The app allows you to quickly access the Hayner Library Events Calendar and our social media pages. 
Accessing our online databases, such as CreativeBug, Auto Repair Source, NoveList, Consumer Reports, and more, has 
also never been easier! The app features an ISBN scanning tool that allows you to scan the ISBN barcode from any 
book to determine if Hayner Library or another SHARE library owns the title. If so, simply place a hold with one easy 
click, and we will contact you when the item is ready for pick up! This app is free and available to all Hayner Library 
cardholders. Search for “SHARE Mobile Library” in your device’s app store. This app is brought to you by The Hayner 
Public Library District and the SHARE library consortium, a division of the Illinois Heartland Library System.



Fall 2026 Activities

StoryWalk at The Nature Institute
The Nature Institute, 2213 S. Levis Ln., Godfrey
October and November 2026 (Weather Permitting)
Get ready for an outdoor adventure that brings books to 
life! Take a stroll along the scenic StoryWalk trail while 
reading the pages of a children’s picture book displayed 
along the path. It’s a wonderful way to combine the joy 
of reading with the beauty of nature. Perfect for all ages! 
Bring your family, stretch your legs, and discover a new 
story. Be sure to scan our QR code along the trail and 
fill out a short form for a chance to win a fun nature-
themed prize! Check our Facebook page for more details 
and updates.

Costume Swap (All Ages)
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace
Donation Drop-Off Dates
Tuesday, September 1 – Thursday, October 1, 2026
Swap and Shopping Dates 
Friday, October 2, 2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. – Donations & 
Voucher Shopping Only
Saturday, October 3, 10:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m., 2:00 p.m. 
- 4:00 p.m. – Donations & Shopping
Friday, October 23, 2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. – Shopping 
Only
Saturday, October 24, 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., 2:00 p.m. 
– 4:00 p.m. – Shopping Only
Costumes can be expensive! Let’s help each other out, 
reduce waste, and have some fun with a community swap. 
We can’t wait to see the spooky and creative costumes 
you bring. 
How to Donate
Bring any size or style of new or gently used costumes 
and accessories to KidsSpace at the Alton Square Mall 
location during the month of September. Donors will 
receive an early admission voucher to shop on October 
2, 2026, from 2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
How to Shop
Browse a collection of free, gently used costumes during 
select October dates. Find something fun to take home!
	 • Open to all ages
	 • Limit: one costume per household member

Halloween Mini Parade Contest
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace
October 2026
Celebrate Halloween by creating your own miniature 
parade float! At home, design your float however you 
like, then bring it to the Hayner Library at Alton Square 
Mall KidsSpace. Throughout the month of October, all 
submitted floats will be displayed in KidsSpace as our 
own miniature Halloween parade!  
Contest Rules
	 • Miniature floats must be submitted by Saturday, 

October 24, 2026 to be eligible for the contest. 
	 • Floats submitted after Saturday, October 24 are 

welcome and will still be displayed, but will not be 
eligible for judging. 

	 • All floats must be family-friendly.
	 • No nudity, weapons, profanity, or other inappropriate 

content.
	 • Floats must be no larger than 13” × 13” × 13” 

(approximately the size of a standard shoebox). 
	 • Each contestant must provide their name and phone 

number when submitting their entry. 
	 • Hayner Library reserves the right to disqualify any 

entry that does not meet these rules.  
	 • You can pick up your mini float between Sunday, 

November 1 and Tuesday, November 10, 2026.
Voting
	 •	 Library patrons can vote for their favorite floats 

between Saturday, October 24 and Sunday, October 
31, 2026.

	 • Award Categories: Best in Show, Most Creative, and 
Scariest.

Prize Winners
	 • Winners in each category will receive: bragging rights 

and a small take-home prize.
Winners will be contacted at the beginning of November 
and announced on Hayner Library’s social media pages. 

Books and Busy Bees Story Time
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace
Thursdays, October 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29; November 5, 
12, and 19; December 3, 10, and 17, 2026, 10:00 a.m. 
Enjoy stories, songs, and a fun themed craft! This story 
time is for children ages 3–5. 



StoryWalk Story Time at The Nature 
Institute
The Nature Institute, 2213 S. Levis Ln., Godfrey
Fridays, October 2 and November 6, 2026, 10:00 a.m.
We’ll gather at the start of the StoryWalk trail and 
experience a story in the fresh air, surrounded by nature. 
We look forward to sharing this special time with you! 

KidsSpace Treasure Hunts
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace
Mondays, October 5, 19; November 2, 16, and 30; 
December 14, 2026
Search high and low around KidsSpace to find hidden 
clues. It’s a great way to explore the library, practice 
observation skills, and have fun along the way. Drop in 
and start your hunt!

Make-or-Take Crafts
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace 
Mondays, October 5; November 2; and December 7, 
2026
Stop by and ask for your free Make-or-Take Craft. Crafts 
will be available while supplies last.

Stories with Panda Bear
Downtown Library KidsSpace 
Tuesdays, October 6, 13, 20, and 27; November 3, 10, 
and 17; December 1, 8, and 15, 2026, 10:00 a.m.
Join us for stories, songs, music, and a snack. This story 
time is for children ages 2–4.

Baby Lap-Sit Story Time
Downtown Library KidsSpace 
Wednesdays, October 7, 14, 21, and 28; November 4, 
18; December 2, 9, and 16, 2026, 10:00 a.m. 
Bring your little ones for stories, songs, fingerplays, and 
fun. This story time is for children ages birth–2.

Sound the Sirens: Fire Safety Week Story 
Time
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace
Thursday, October 8, 2026, 10:00 a.m. 
The Alton Fire Department is stopping by for a special 
visit on Thursday, October 8! We can’t wait to welcome 
these real-life heroes for a fun morning of stories and 
learning all about fire safety. We’re so thankful for the 
important work they do every day to help keep our 
community safe, and we’re excited to spend story time 
with them! 

Story Time at Lucy’s Playhouse
Lucy Haskell Playhouse, 1211 Henry St., Alton 
Fridays, October 9 and November 13, 2026, 10:00 a.m.
Join us for a fun, interactive story time at the Lucy Haskell 
Playhouse. Bring your little ones and enjoy stories, songs, 
and smiles in a charming historic setting!

Coffee & Chaos
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose 
Room (Lower Level) 
Mondays, October 12; November 9; and December 14, 
2026, 9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. 
Come explore, play, and have fun! This program is perfect 
for young children, ages birth–4, and their caregivers.
Toys, games, and activities will be provided! Enjoy a cup 
of coffee and connect with other caregivers while your 
child plays. We kindly ask that you help your child clean 
up when they’re done. Please note: This program is not 
fully staffed. Library staff will check in periodically and 
are available at the desk if you need assistance.

LEGO Club: Ages 6–11
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace 
Tuesdays, October 13; November 10; and December 8, 
2026, 4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, October 28, 2026, 4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Join us for an hour of building and creating LEGO 
masterpieces. The library will supply the LEGOs. Space 
is limited. Please call (618) 433-2881 to register for this 
program.

Young Artists Club: Ages 7–11
Jacoby Arts Center, 208 State St., Alton 
Fridays, October 16 and November 20, 2026, 4:00 
p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Beginner or advanced, express your creativity and have 
fun making art at Jacoby Arts Center. Supplies will be 
provided. Wear clothes that can get messy! Space is 
limited, so please call (618) 433-2881 to register for this 
program.



The 1,000 Books Club: A Story Time 
Adventure for Little Readers
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace 
Monday, October 26 and November 30, 2026,  
at 10:00 a.m.
Join our 1,000 Books Club! This club is a fun, family-
friendly way to help your child build a lifelong love of 
reading before kindergarten. Designed as part of the 
national 1,000 Books Before Kindergarten initiative, 
this special story time celebrates every milestone on 
your child’s reading journey. Once a month, we’ll enjoy 
songs, rhymes, and stories together, helping little ones 
develop early literacy skills in a joyful and supportive 
environment. Families can track their progress toward 
the big goal of reading 1,000 books—and earn small 
rewards and recognition along the way!

Once Upon a Story Time & Songs
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Performance 
Room (Upper Level) 
Thursday, October 29, 2026, 4:00 p.m. 
Join us this Halloween season for a magical family library 
event! Children and caregivers are invited to step into an 
enchanted world where, once upon a dream, a gentle, 
daydreaming princess and a powerful, spell-casting 
sorceress come to life through a captivating story time 
and song performance with Enchanted Events. After the 
show, families can capture the moment with a photo. 
Costumes are welcome, and all ages are encouraged to 
attend an afternoon of storytelling and music. Don’t miss 
this spellbinding celebration at your library!

Trick-or-Treating Story Time
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace 
Thursday, October 29, 2026, 10:00 a.m. 
Join us (if you dare) for an extra-spooky story time on 
Thursday, October 29. Stories will be read, crafts will be 
made, and best of all, we will go trick-or-treating in the 
library! To register your little ghoul or goblin for this 
sweet event, please call (618) 462-0677, ext. 2822. 

Come Little Children … to a Hocus Pocus 
Movie Event
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall Multipurpose 
Room (Lower Level) 
Friday, October 30, 2026, 4:30 p.m.
By nightfall the Sanderson Sisters may put a spell on us 
all, so let’s have fun in the process! Pizza, drinks, popcorn, 
and perhaps some Halloween candy will be provided 
during the showing of this 1993 classic. Children are 
encouraged to dress in costume in hopes to fool those 
fiendish sisters. Sorry, brooms, mops, and vacuums will 

not be allowed! As always, parents are encouraged to view 
the film ahead of time to ensure the material is suitable 
for your children. And please, don’t allow your children 
to run amok, amok, amok, in the library! Please call (618) 
462-0677, ext. 2822 to register for this program. 

Gobble Up A Good Book Reading Challenge
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace or 
Beanstack 
Monday, November 2 – Monday, November 30, 2026
Make reading a delicious adventure! Readers can complete 
fun bingo challenges by reading books, attending library 
programs, exploring the library, discovering new genres 
and topics, and enjoying stories along the way. Every 
completed square brings participants one step closer to 
bingo while building literacy skills, sparking imagination, 
and celebrating the joy of reading.
Separate bingo cards are available for ages birth–5 and 
ages 6–11, with activities designed for each age group. 
Each completed bingo earns a fun prize, and once you’ve 
finished your card, you’ll be entered for a chance to win 
one of our grand prizes! Our youngest readers, ages 
birth–3, are also invited to choose a prize from the Baby 
Prize Bin for each bingo they complete. Ready, set, gobble 
up a good book!

The Grinch Stole Our Afternoon! 
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace  
Voting: Monday, November 16 – Tuesday, December 1, 
2026 
Movie Showing: Friday, December 11, 2026, 4:00 p.m. 
In December, we’re hosting a cozy movie matinee 
featuring everyone’s favorite green grouch, but which 
version should we watch? Will it be the silly, animated 
trickster starring Benedict Cumberbatch or the over-the-
top, live-action mischief maker starring Jim Carrey?
Voting: Monday, November 16 – Tuesday, December 1, 
2026
Cast your vote by circling your pick, then return your 
ballot to a KidsSpace staff member anytime between 
November 16 and December 1, 2026. The Grinch with 
the most votes will take over the screen, so choose your 
favorite wisely!
Movie Showing: Friday, December 11, 2026, 4:00 p.m. 
He’s green, he’s grumpy, and his movie is showing at 
the library! Join us for a Grinch family movie matinee 
and enjoy a fun-filled afternoon with everyone’s favorite 
holiday mischief-maker. Bring the whole family, get cozy, 
and settle in for a heartwarming adventure full of laughs, 
holiday cheer, and a reminder that the best gifts can’t be 
wrapped. Light refreshments will be provided. Don’t miss 
this festive movie event that’s sure to make your heart 



grow three sizes! Please call (618) 462-0677, ext. 2822 to 
register for this program. 

Balloon Parade Story Time 
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace 
Thursday, November 19, 2026, 10:00 a.m. 
Join us for a special story time! We’ll decorate balloons 
and march through the mall in a festive balloon parade. 

Santa’s Library Visit
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace 
Saturday, December 5, 2026, 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
Ho, ho, ho! Santa is making a special stop at the library, 
and you’re invited! Join us for a festive story time with 
Santa, then stay for a morning filled with holiday cheer. 
Snap a photo with Santa, create a fun craft, write a letter 
to the North Pole, enjoy a cookie, and set off on a festive 
holiday treasure hunt. Bring your holiday spirit and get 
ready for a jolly good time!

Holiday Card Station
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall KidsSpace  
Monday, December 7 – Saturday, December 12, 2026, 
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Make a holiday card to share with someone special! This 
drop-in station is for children of all ages.

Dial-A-Story
Call (618) 462-TALE (618-462-8253)
Enjoy safe, free, educational, and entertaining activities 
for your children, available twenty-four hours a day, 365 
days a year, from the comfort of your own home. New 
stories are added at the beginning of each month.

2026 Summer Reading Program Recap
“Unearth a Story”

This summer, young patrons of The Hayner Public Library District dug into reading during our exciting 2026 Summer 
Reading Program, “Unearth a Story.” 
Children registered through Beanstack, our online reading platform, where they logged their reading and tracked 
their progress throughout the summer. Our KidsSpace staff created engaging reading challenges and activities that 
brought the program to life. Participants enjoyed weekly story times, crafts, science activities, and live performances 
from entertainers including Steph Plant, Elliot the Entertainer, and Science Heroes. We even hosted our very first T. 
rex Tea Party, where children had a wonderful time meeting our very own T. rex!
Weekly prizes and “big prize” tickets rewarded readers for their efforts and kept enthusiasm high all summer long. 
To wrap up the program, children were invited to a special celebration featuring Iggy, a gigantic T. rex from St. Louis 
Dinosaur, along with free books and a sweet treat from Mo’z Sweet Treats. Lucky participants also took home big 
prizes, and one reader received a special door prize.
This year’s Traveling Trophy was awarded to Evangelical School in Godfrey for its outstanding participation.
This summer’s program was a tremendous success, with 253 readers logging 3,879 books read and an incredible 40,493 
minutes of reading! These impressive accomplishments reflect the enthusiasm and dedication of our young readers 
and their families. 
Thank you to everyone who joined us for a summer filled with reading, discovery, and fun. We can’t wait to see you 
next year for our 2027 Summer Reading Program! Congratulations to all of our readers on a fantastic summer, and be 
sure to check out our reading challenges throughout the year for even more reading adventures.



Fall 2026 Activities

TeenTober Bingo Challenge
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall TeenSpace
Thursday, October 1 – Saturday, October 31, 2026
TeenTober is a nationwide, month-long celebration of 
reading, creativity, skill-building, and all things teen! To 
celebrate, we’re hosting a “TeenTober” Bingo Challenge 
packed with fun activities throughout the entire month. 
Complete reading challenges and activities to earn 
bingos (rows, columns, or even a full card) and win 
prizes. Participants can earn up to five bingo prizes, plus 
a chance to win one of three grand prizes. Sign up on 
Beanstack or pick up a paper bingo card in the TeenSpace 
at Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall. Get ready for a 
month full of fun, creativity, and prizes!

YA Spooky Movie Night
Fridays, October 2, 9, 16, and 23, 2026, 4:00 p.m. – 6:30 
p.m.
Who doesn’t love a good spooky movie in October? Join 
us every Friday night for a spooky movie and plenty of 
buttery popcorn! Gather with fellow teens for an evening 
of thrills, chills, and fun as we watch a different scary 
movie each week. This event is for teens only. Please call 
Megan at (618) 433-2872 to register for this program.

Comic Chaos
Mondays, October 5; November 2; and Tuesday, 
December 8, 2026, 4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Dive into the world of comics with other teens! Each 
month, we’ll read a comic (available on our Comics 
Plus database) and geek out together—sharing favorite 
moments, characters, and twists. Plus, you get to help 
pick the next comic for the club! Please call Megan at 
(618) 433-2872 for more information.

Teen Take-Home Kits
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall TeenSpace
Mondays, October 5; November 2; and December 7, 
2026
Love science, art, or just making cool stuff with your 
hands? Stop by TeenSpace on the first Monday of every 
month at Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall to pick up 
a kit and get creative! Supplies are limited, so grab yours 
while they last.

Teen Crime Stoppers
Wednesdays, October 7; November 4; and December 2, 
2026, 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
If you love true crime and murder mysteries, this is your 
night! Team up with other teens to examine clues, dive 
into case files, and solve the mystery. Can you figure out 
whodunnit before anyone else?

Teen Advisory Board (TAB)
Wednesday, October 14, 2026, 4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Want to help shape the programs and events at Hayner 
Library? Now’s your chance! The Teen Advisory Board 
is looking for creative, fun, and motivated teens to share 
your ideas and help plan programs that you want to 
see. Whether it’s gaming nights, book clubs, crafting, or 
something totally new, your voice matters! Join us, and 
be part of the team that brings awesome teen events to 
life.

Halloween Party
Saturday, October 17, 2026, 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Spooky season has arrived! If you love all things spooky, 
join us for our Teen Halloween Party! Come dressed 
in your Halloween best and enjoy a frightfully fun 
afternoon with games, activities, treats, and more. Please 
keep costumes fun and appropriate for everyone—no 
excessive gore or weapons (real or prop), and please be 
respectful of others. Please call Megan at (618) 433-2872 
for more information. 

The Real Influence (Grades 6-12)
Monday, October 19, 2026, 4:00 p.m.
Social media affects all of us whether we realize it or 
not. Some social media can have a positive impact on 
our social and mental well-being, while other aspects 
of social media can have lasting and devastating effects. 
In this live learning experience, Lauren from A.R.C. 
Angels will discuss harmful aspects of social media 
such as addiction, negative health effects, cyberbullying, 
and being mindful of what we post. This program also 
encourages young people to think outside of the box as 
we discuss realistic scenarios and how to handle crises. 

Unless otherwise noted, all programs are for teens ages 12-18, and will take place in the Hayner Library at  
Alton Square Mall Performance Room Teen Center (upper level). Call (618) 433-2872 for more information.



Crafting Creations
Wednesdays, October 21 and November 18, 2026, 4:00 
p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Love trying new projects and getting creative? Join our 
monthly teen craft program! Each month, we’ll explore a 
new, exciting craft that’s all about having fun, expressing 
yourself, and showing off your skills. Come hang out, 
make something awesome, and meet other creative teens!

Teen LEGO Challenge
Wednesdays, October 28 and December 9, 2026, 4:00 
p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
LEGO builders unite! Bring a friend and join other teens 
for an afternoon of creative LEGO fun. Build incredible 
designs, show off your skills, and compete for a chance to 
win a prize!

YA Fridays
Fridays, November 6, 13, and 20; and December 4, 11, 
2026, 4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Join us for a Friday full of awesome activities: crafts, 
video games, and plenty of time to chill and hang out 
with other teens. Relax, create, and connect!

Holiday Card Station
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall TeenSpace
Tuesday, December 1 – Sunday, December 20, 2026
Make a holiday card to share with someone special by 
visiting Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall TeenSpace. 
This is a drop-in event for teens ages 12–18.

Holiday Wrapping Extravaganza
Wednesday, December 16, 2026, 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
Tired of boring and pricey holiday wrapping? Join us 
for our first-ever Holiday Wrapping Extravaganza! Just 
bring your gifts and your hands; we’ll provide the rest! 
We’ve got wrapping paper, gift bags, tissue paper, tags, 
and gift boxes ready for you. Enjoy a cozy holiday movie 
and great company while you wrap your presents. Want 
to bring your own wrapping supplies? That’s totally 
fine—come wrap, chat, and make new friends! Please call 
Megan at (618) 433-2872 for more information.

Ugly Sweater Party
Friday, December 18, 2026, 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Calling all teens! Put on your favorite ugly sweater or make 
your own, and join us for music, games, crafts, cookies, 
and good company. This event is all about spreading 
holiday cheer and having fun. Please call Megan at (618) 
433-2872 for more information.

2026 Summer Reading Program Recap
“Unearth a Story”

This summer, teens across the community unearthed new stories, discoveries, and adventures during “Unearth a 
Story,” our 2026 Teen Summer Reading Program!
Using Beanstack, our online reading platform, participants registered, logged their reading, and completed challenges 
throughout the summer. This year, thirty-five teens participated, earning 343 badges and logging an impressive 19,412 
minutes of reading!
Throughout the program, teens engaged in creative activities, connected with peers, and discovered new books 
and genres. Our Teen Services staff worked hard to create a welcoming, inclusive space where everyone could find 
something to enjoy.
Participants created artifacts, explored the wonders of archaeology, enjoyed movie marathons, completed weekly 
Beanstack challenges, and celebrated the season with an end-of-summer party.
We wrapped up the summer with a celebration featuring a concession-themed Jurassic movie screening, along with 
snacks, prizes, and free books.
Congratulations to all our amazing teen participants for making this year’s program such a success! We can’t wait to 
see you next year for the 2027 Teen Summer Reading Program.
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401 State Street
Alton, Illinois 62002

Downtown Library (618) 462-0677 
Genealogy & Local History Library (618) 462-0677	
Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall (618) 462-0677	
Administrative Office (618) 462-0677
Administrative Office FAX (618) 462-4919	

Hours of Operation
Downtown Library	
326 Belle Street, Alton
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Closed Sunday

Hayner Library at Alton Square Mall 
132 Alton Square Mall Dr., Alton
Monday-Saturday, 8:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Sunday, 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Genealogy & Local History Library
401 State Street, Alton
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Closed Sunday

www.haynerlibrary.org

Mango Languages App 
Want to learn a new language? Hayner Library now offers Mango Languages, an online resource for self-paced language 
learning with over seventy world languages, including ESL (English as a Second Language) and ASL (American Sign 
Language). Available as an app or from your desktop, Mango adapts to your unique learning style, so you can pick 
up on new vocabulary, intuit unfamiliar grammatical structure, and train your pronunciation, all while boosting 
your cultural IQ. Lessons include a mix of reading and listening activities – with native speaker audio – as well as 
interactive pronunciation practice that allows you to record yourself speaking and compare it with the target language 
audio. Similarly, the ASL course allows you to record video of yourself to practice and compare your signing and 
facial expressions. For young children, try Little Pim, Mango’s video-based language courses featuring Little Pim, the 
cartoon panda. To get started, use the QR Code or search for Mango Languages in your app store. All you need is a 
Hayner Library card! If you are using the app, create an account, then select “Search for Free Mango” when it asks you 
to select your subscription. Search by location, select “Hayner Public Library District,” then log in with your library 
card barcode number.

Mango Languages App  
 
Want to learn a new language? Hayner Library now offers Mango Languages, an online resource for 
self-paced language learning with over seventy world languages, including ESL (English as a Second 
Language) and ASL (American Sign Language). Available as an app or from your desktop, Mango adapts 
to your unique learning style, so you can pick up on new vocabulary, intuit unfamiliar grammatical 
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reading and listening activities – with native speaker audio – as well as interactive pronunciation 
practice that allows you to record yourself speaking and compare it with the target language audio. 
Similarly, the ASL course allows you to record video of yourself to practice and compare your signing and 
facial expressions. For young children, try Little Pim, Mango’s video-based language courses featuring 
Little Pim, the cartoon panda. To get started, use the QR Code or search for Mango Languages in your 
app store. All you need is a Hayner Library card! If you are using the app, create an account, then select 
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Public Library District,” then log in with your library card barcode number. 

 

 

 

 

 

Inclement Weather Closing Information  
Winter is just around the corner, bringing the potential for snow and ice. To ensure the safety of our 
patrons and staff, the library may close should road conditions become too hazardous. If bad winter 
weather is in the forecast, please call the library, visit the Hayner Library website, or check our social 
media pages before visiting one of our locations. Drive carefully! 

 


